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Raw materials exempt from duty 

~ "5*. ^binet has agreed to exempt 70 
oommoddia that arc used as raw material in indnstrieTfrom 
-onto duty mUnc wb the government’s policy to protect ES 
tateM, Mingw of Information Marwan J&er3dW- 
, the dedsion, which was taken duru^a 

# 1X11 “ «> "» « of the i3un 

? probtems that have faced investors here ” IndustriaKsts used to 

W dones for commodities tiiat are used in mamifacturine 
products causing a lot of confusion among mamrfS 
tows, Mr. Muasher told reporters. Mr. Muasher said the 
dca ?5*P foHowe ? *V «*r similar resolutions that would 
provide further protection for Jordanian industries. Fahed A1 

®§ ss * P**b*d the decision as “a positive 
step that wffl benefit Jordan's industrial sector and makes itmore 
capable of competing in international 
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Arab summit called 
in Cairo June 21-23 

Saudi, Syria and Egypt warn Israel against 
reneging on peace accords, urge Turkey to 
reconsider military agreement with Israel 

All Arab states except Iraq to be 
invited to 'restore Arab solidarity' 

tion to attend was immediate' Jordan announces it will 


IS< ^ * Combined agency dispatches 

femouih* * SYMA . EGYPT and Saudi 
-3" Arabia on Saturday called for 
‘nc fist an Arab summit to be held in 
• v wiweo Cairo in two weeks and 
’>' from it warned any shifts in Israeli 

group of ij peace policy after last 

I erupted ^ month’s election woald 

ve An iinenv P^ge the Middle East into 
from i violence. 

V ., N , ‘ ^ But presidents Hafez A1 
Assad if Syria and Hosni 
' r Juured j» Mubarak of Egypt and Saudi 

' ■* >ne lighiic Crown Prince Abdullah stres- 
Ntim>r Us sed after two days of talks in 
" not Phfl- Damascus that they were still 
nttn hui ik *i committed to peace with 
ursiktv pah. ’’ Israel as a strategic option, 
itu inn vuk- “Any retraction by Israel 

» wuncv«s m ^ basis <rf * e Pe«* 

n ..mi Ph,Hr> P™cess or going back on its 

ih „ T commitments and pledges ,, 
dhsm-smi, ^ tave bcen 

II represents a real threat of 

i lark njc returning the region to the 

take aciwt cyde of tension and vio- 

lpm> fence,” the three leaders said 

in a statement. 


Yasser Arafat and the invita- 
tion to attend was immediate- 
ly accepted by Jordan, Leba- 
non and Yemen. Mr. Mubar- 
ak ruled out any participation 
in the meeting by Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam H usse in 

“The imitation is basically 
for all, but the circumstances 
and the consultations which 
were made concluded that we 
will leave Iraq for another 
period due to the existing 
sensitivities,” the official Sy- 
rian news agency SANA 
quoted Mr. Mubarak as 
saying in Cairo after return- 
ing from Damascus. 

The last time Arab leaders 
gathered en masse was in 
August 1990, days after Iraq 
■invaded Kuwait. 

Rifts over the Iraqi inva- 
sion and the war that liber- 
ated Kuwait in 1991 as well as 
different- perceptions of the 
peace process made another 
summit impossible for nearly 


attend summit in Cairo 

By Mervat Suwadeh and Yasser Abu Hlaleh 
Special to the Jordan Times 


They mandated Mr.' sax -y taa ‘ 

Mubarak to call for an Arab The statement issued by 


summit in Cairo between 
June 21-23 to unify fractured 
ranks and discuss the fate of 
the peace process following 
the election of hardliner Be- 
nyamin Netanyahu as prime 
minister of Israel last month. 

The call for an Arab sum- 
mit was welcomed by a senior 
aide to Palestinian President 


the three Arab leaders said 
peace would be achieved only 
through an Israeli pullout 
from the Golan Heights. 
South Lebanon and occnpied 
Palestinian territories and the 
establishment of a Palestinian 
state. 

(Continued on page 7J 


AMMAN — Jordan on 
Saturday announced that it 
would attend an Arab summit 
to be held in Cairo between 
June 21 and 23 and which was 
called for after a mini -summit 
in Damascus attended by Syria, 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia. 
Minister of Information 
Marwan Muasher said Jordan 
"welcomes the holding of the 
summit and will back any 
position that* supports the 
peace." 

"What we want is building 
peace and taking stands 
stemming from the belief that 
the peace process should reach 
its logical conclusion of 
implementing U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 242," he 
added. 

The Jordanian decision to 
attend the summit did not 
come as a surprise to observers 
in view of His Majesty King 
Hussein's statement Saturday 
that " this (Arab) Nation 
should meet and cooperate en- 
tire highest levels and (that) 
this is the way for building the 
future and achieving Arab 
complementarity." 

Jordanian officials have been 


Hariri :Nothing has changed 
in Lebanese-Jordanian ties 

Lebanese premier rules out separating his 
country's negotiations from Syrian track 

Hizbollah will remain as long as Israel 
does not withdraw from South Lebanon 


1 r ■ ;! «b v£ P*V.Vivekanand 

"the Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

BEIRUT — Jordanian- 
NlXl k- lit Lebanese relations remain as 

* strong as ever and Beirut is 

(,,irlh i \U ready to coordinate with all 

11 s I*- Arabs its moves for peace 

iiw with Israel, says the Lebanese 

;| uJ ll ’ . prime minister. Rafik AI 

:id The Lebanese prime 

minister also said he was not 
vent 5 aware of any plans by the 
Jordanian prime minister. 
PP 1 Abdul Karim Kabariti, to visit 

,-m - Lebanon during the height of 

a *• the Israeli blitz on that 

^ I .jj,t countrv in April, but noted 

i.i that he was mostly abroad 

during that period. 

m- ,n|llP \- He said "nothing has 

|j. changed" in rhe relationship 

nu |, fl !,|l k between the Kingdom and 

J I Lebanon despite arguments 

Ml ii | i' 4 ’ 1 ‘ from some quarters that 

, ||n-\ Beirut, acting upon Syrian 

, s{ urn =* pressure, had sought to scale 

• ,lf down its ties with Amman. 

L Jl ^ "Our re l al ‘ ons with Jordan 
V 10 ^ were never different fr° m what 

1 |V j#*’ they are today," said Mr. 

1 ;! X || d* Hariri in an interview with the 

Jordan Times and the 
i! Japanese Sapio magazine. 

- ,,f 1 ,, jji "We exchange 

;lu - ambassadors, we exchange 

ii'il . ||.y ' ’^■sometimes visitors, we have 
Mi commerce and economic 

Mn:.' 11 ' 1 uC j relationship...." he said. 

.!' ,,ut "Nothing has changed in 

.iuk 11 ’ ^ face" after the signing of the 


■,M! t 
< 

Ihc t* j 


:v n-^ i 

,«J \ 


commerce and economic 
relationship...." he said. 

"Nothing has changed in 
fact." after the signing of the 
Jordanian-lsraeli peace treaty 
in October 1994. said Mr. 
Hariri. "We kept the 
ambassador and we kept the 
correct commercial 


relationship and there is 
nothing new." 

Mr. Hariri said he was not 
aware of any plan's by Mr. 
Kabariti to visit Beirut at the 
height of the Israeli assault 
on Lebanon in April. 

"I don't recall that he had 
asked to come." said Mr. 
Hariri. At the same time, he 
said don't forget that I was 
travelling outside the country 
during most of the Israeli 
aggression." 

Reports at the time said Mr. 
Kabariti had wanted to visit 
Beirut to express Jordan's 
solidarity with Lebanon 
against the Israeli blitz but 
that Syrian pressure had 
prompted the Lebanese 
government to be cool to the 
proposal. 

Mr. Hariri also ruled out 
any separate oetween the 
Lebanese and Syrian tracks of 
peace negotiations saying he 
feared his country would be 
left alone to deal with Israel if 
Syria strikes its own peace 
accord with the Jewish state. 

At the same time, he said, 
[he Lebanese army was 
capable of taking over 
security in South Lebanon if 
Israel were to withdraw from 
the areas it occupies there. 

That effectively meant a 
renewal of an' offer that Mr. 
Hariri himself and President 
Elias Hrawi had been making 
to Israel over the past two 
years. 

But Israel, which maintains 
[hot its occupation of a so- 
called security zone in South 
Lebanon is aimed at defending 


its northern settlements 
against guerrilla attacks, 
argues that such an offer has 
never been made formally. 

"That is not true." said Mr. 
Hariri and referred to the 
Lebanese demand for the 
implementation of United 
Nations Security Council 
Resolution 425 which called 
for a complete Israeli 
withdrawal from Lebanese 
territories following an 
invasion by the Jewish state 
in March 1978. 

Reminded that Israel had 
been maintaining that 
Resolution 425 was as dead 
letter. Mr. Hariri said: 

“It means that they do not 
recognise the United Nations 
resolution..., which is 

effectively asking Israel to 

withdraw from the south 
without any conditions. 

"All they have to do is to 
say they are willing to 
implement Resolution 425. 
and the government of 
Lebanon is ready and is 
willing to lake over security 
in southern Lebanon." 

However, such a deal could 
not be achieved on the 
Lebanese front away from 
Syria, he said. 

"Our interest is to work 
together with the Syrians." he 
said. "If we say that we want 
to separate our negotiations 
from the Syrian track it means 
that the Syrian track will be 
separated from our track. Then 
what will stop the Syrians 
from making a separate deal 
with Israel?" 

In the contexr of prospects 


voicing scepticism about what 
Syria in particular might seek to 
achieve from the summit, 
especially that relations 
between the two countries 
have been tense ever since the 
Kingdom signed its peace 
treaty with Israel in October 
1994. 

But there were indications 
Hut Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak was trying to 
reconcile ties between the two 
countries. At a press 
conference after the Aqaba 
summit on Wednesday, King 
Hussein referred a question on 
whether there are efforts to 
bring about reconciliation 
between Jordan and Syria to 
President Mubarak. 

Mr. Mubarak said Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad wilL 
not be against that because "he 
has enough experience." 

Jordan has directly accused 
Damascus based groups of 
sponsoring aborted attempts to 
destabilise the country and has 
thus closely watched the mini- 
summit in Damascus to see 
what stand it would adopt on 
the issue of terrorism. 

(Continued on page 7) 



Rafik. Hariri 

for the peace process, Mr. 
Hariri described as not 
encouraging at all the 
political programme of the 
newly elected premier of 
Israel. Benvamin Netanyahu. 

"If he does not change his 
political platform and orient 
it towards peace, then, l 
believe, we have a serious 
problem," he said. 

"So far. he has not sem any 
positive signal." he added. 
"From our side, we are ready 
and open. We are willing. We 
believe that peace for 
Lebanon is highly important, 
and we know that Lebanon 
will benefit most from peace. 
But we cannot make peace 
alone. It needs two people io 
make peace." 

Asked how soon he 
envisaged Lebanon, which 
remains largely under Syrian 
control. exercising its 
sovereign rights and advance 
towards peace with Israel, Mr. 
Hariri said: 

"Lebanon and Syria have 
common interests. So far. till 
today. Israel has been an 
enemy. We’d like to make 
peace with Israel. 

"(Butt why should I give 
Israel, which, only a few 
weeks ago, have been 
bombarding our cities and 

(Continued on page 7) 


King calls on Israel to honour 
commitments and agreements 

HM says he believes Netanyahu is pragmatic 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesly King Hussein has 
urged the new Israeli 
government to honour the 
commitments made by the 
outgoing government to 
withdraw from the West Bank 
town of Hebron and to freeze 
the construction of 
settlements in the 
Palestinian territories. 

In an interview with 
Britain's 1TN Television, the 
King also said he believed 
the Israeli prime minister- 
elect. right-winger 
Benyamin Netanyahu, would 
be pragmatic while dealing 
with the implementation of 
Israel's peace agreements 
with the Palestinians. 

"We must not pre-judge 
things." said the King. "We 
have come such a long way" 
and have faced "obstacles and 
difficulties and challenges, 
but it was far worse at the 
very beginning ..." 

The King described Mr. 
Netanyahu as "a man wc can 
do business with.” 

"I believe that the peace 
process is irreversible and 


that there is a total 
commitment to all that has 
been agreed upon and to build 
on w hat has’ been achieved so 
far." he said. 

The King noted that the 
election victory of Mr. 
Netanyahu was the choice of 
the Israeli electorate, but said 
that there was no victory or 
defeat when it comes to 
peace and when one seeks 
peace and security. 

Describing the peace 
process as irreversible, the 
King said: "I hope that time 
will prove me right. There is 
no other alternative, there is 
no other option .... 

"We have wasted enough 
time in wars and destruction 
in this part of the world (and) 
it is about lime that we give 
all our best to secure a 
worthy future for the coming 
generations of the countries 
in this area." he added. 

The King implied that he 
expected Mr. Netanyahu to 
moderate his hardline policy 
as he slated in his election 
campaign and such switch 
was also applicable to the 


Arabs. 

"Historically many people 
w ho jppear to he extreme at 
one point, w hen in a 
position of responsibility, 
have to moderate their 
positions, and that us 
possible* in terms of Labour 
and Likud and certainly ... in 
terms ot positions taken and 
attributed to us in the Arab 
World." he said 

Asked whether lie expected 
Mr. Netanyahu to be 
pragmatic, now that he has 
gained power, the King said. 
";hi> is my opinion and I 
hope i wil! he proven right." 

The king .-aid it would be a 
severe blow to the peace 
process if the new Israeli 
government were to launch 
an -expansion of Jewish 
settlements in the 
Palestinian territories. "1 
hope this docs not happen," 
he said. 

In reply to another question 
on Hebron, the last major 
Palestinian town that 
remains outside Palestinian 
self-rule, the King also 
expressed hope that both 


r 



sides would 'em a m 

committed to their 
agreements. 

"Everything that they luxe 
agreed upon with their 
Palestinian counterparts I 
hope will he adhered M by 
both sides." he said and 
pledged Jordanian support 
lor "further constructive 

(Continued on page 7t 


Japan Week in Jordan opens; 
'Amman Statement' adopted 

Regent outlines Jordan's political, economic 
approach, says it will follow Japanese model 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Japan and Jotdan 
on Sunday reaffirmed their 
commitment to working 
towards and maintaining 
peace, prosperity and 
economic development in the 
Middle East and their belief 
that democracy, respect for 
human rights and cultural 
tolerance were vital elements 
in enhancing international 
cooperation and peaceful 
coexistence among nations. 

The two sides also 
expressed hope that the new 
Israeli government, elected 
late last month, would remain 
committed to the Middle East 
peace process and to the 
principles on which the 
Madrid conference in 1991 
launched Arab-lsraeli peace 
negotiations. 


political and economic 
aspects of the relationship. 

The symposium on 
Japanesc-Jordanian relations, 
the second of its kind (the 
first was held during the 
Jordan Week in Japan), 
featured a detailed review of 
areas of common interests 
between the two countries and 
where and how cooperation 
could be enhanced. 

Addressing the 
symposium were Crown 
Prince Hassan (see 
separate story). Prince 
Takamodo. who, along with 
his wife, is visiting Jordan to 
attend the Japan Week, and 
several Japanese and 
Jordanian experts who 
discussed issues such as "the 
New Middle East and the 


AMMAN — Jordan has 
made major strides in adapt- 
ing itself to the requirements 
of interaction with the world 
economic order and is con- 
tinuing the process, but it 
needs the help of friends like 
Japan to achieve complete 
success. His Royal Highness 


hensive social order that 
binds together different 
ethnic, religious and secta- 
rian groups, a multi- 
denominational parliament, a 
just and fair judicial system 
and cabinet responsibility to 
parliament. 

“We believe in the iqiity of 


Crown Prince Hassan, the .diversity, working on the 


See page 7 for full text of Amman Statement 


The reaffirmation of the 
Japanese and Jordanian 
positions came in an 
"Amman Statement" adopted 
at the end of a one-day 
symposium held under the 
patronage of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan and His Imperial 
Highness Prince Takamodo of 
Japan as pan of a Japan Week 
formally launched here on 
Saturday. 

The Japan Week, which 
follows the successful 
convening of a Jordan Week 
in Japan last year, also 
includes a large series of 
cultural events aimed at 
familiarising Jordanians with 
the Japanese way of life and 
living. These include an array 
of exhibitions, some of 
which were opened Saturday, 
musical and theatre 
performances, a fashion show 
and martial art 
demonstrations as well as 
special events for children.' 

Seen as a reflection of the 
strong relations binding 
Japan and Jordan, the Japan 
Week, attended by dozens of 
Japanese. government 
officials and executives 
representing multinationals, 
will feature a series of in- 
depth debate on various 


Roles of Japan and Jordan." 
"Japanese economic 
development and Asia, with 
relevance to Jordan and the 
Middle East region." and 
"Japan towards the 21st 
Century as a possible model 
for Jordan and the region." 

Making presentations and 
taking part in the debate were 


(Continued on page 7) 


Regent, said Saturday. 

The Regenr, addressing a 
one-day symposium on 
Japanese -Jordanian relations 
which opened here as part of 
a Japan Week in Jordan, 
briefly outlined the principles 
that Jordan believed in as the 
foundation for lasting stabil- 
ity and prosperity in the re- 
gion. 

But the full potential of 
stability and prosperity could 
not be achieved unless the 
people of the region feel the 
"tangible and positive im- 
pact” of peace, the Crown 
Prince told the gathering. 

“When we speak of secur- 
ity. we encompass a much 
broader context of social, 
political and economic 
realms," he said. "When we 
dwell on partnerships, we 
speak of all those that ensure 
the security and prosperity" 
for all based on common 
interests." 

Noting that Jordan marked 
50 years of independence last 
month, the Regent reviewed 
the progress the Kingdom has 
made since 1946, including 
the existence of a compre- 


many similarities between 
people rather than the few 
disparities, to weave a more 
cohesive social fabric,” he 
said. 

While Jordan is now seek- 
ing increased interaction with 
the powerful economic 
groupings of the world, and 
“for a small economy like 
ours to participate in’ these 
economic blocs, we must 
address multilateralism 
rather than bilateralism." 

In this context, there is the 
threat of the “emergence of a 
new world order of ‘each for 
himself.’” he said, adding 
that "only a new global busi- 
ness ethic, applying not only 
among elite group members, 
also between them and de- 
veloping economies, can 
withstand such a threat." 

This would entail part- 
nerships that encourage grea- 
ter self-reliance, and Japan 
could contribute highly to 
Jordan’s efforts in this direc- 
tion, he said. 

“Japan, from the outset, 
has been a valued supporter 


(Continued on page 7) 



Their Royal Highnesses Crown Prince Hassan and Princess' Sarvath and Their 
Imperial Highnesses Prince and Princess Takamodo on Saturday open a series of 
Japanese cultural events as part of a Japan Week in Jordan (Petra photol 
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Turkish firebrand leader 
dreams of Islamic order 


ANKARA (R) — Islamist 
leader Necmetdn Erbakan, 
given the mandate on Friday 
to try to form a government, 
wants to reverse more than 
half a cen&ny of Ibridsh his- 
tory. 

The founder of modem 
Turkey, Kemal Ataturk, 
formed a secular republic 
from the defunct Ottoman 
empire in 1923 and is still 
accorded demigod status. 
His picture, in all offices and 
public places, stares down as 
astern warning to those aim- 
ing to subvert Turkey's sec- 
ular line. 

Erbakan, who stQl faces an 
uphill struggle to find coali- 
tion partners for a govern- 
ment, has an Islamic World 
view and finds little of meat 
in the non-Muslim World. 

“The West teamed every- 
thing it knows from the Mus- 
lims,’* he said in a newspa- 
per interview. 

The veteran head of the 
Welfare Party (RP) was 
given the mandate to form a 
new Turkish government 
after the collapse of the con- 
servative coalition formed to 
deny him power. 


If he succeeds, be will be 
the first Islamis t premier in 
Turkey's modem history. 

Mr. Erbakan has set his 
si ghts on power sirice lead- 
ing his party to a narrow first 
in December general elec- 
tions, winning 21 per cent of 
the vote and 158 of the 550 
seats in parliament 

But he will face long, 
tough talks as he tries to per- 
suade the secularist parties 
— as be did after the Decem- 
ber elections — to join him 
in a coalition. 

Political analysts said die 
Islamists were likely to foil. 

Mr. Erbakan's fiery 
rhetoric expresses sweeping 
themes aimed well beyond 
Turkey’s borders. 

“We won’t just save 
Turkey on Dec. 24, we will 
save the world,” he said In a 
typical stump speech ahead 
of the polls. 

“Vito we get down to 
work we will set up an 
Islamic United Nations, an 
Is lamic NATO and an Islam- 
ic version of theEU. We will 
create an Islamic currency.” 

Ml. Erbakan, a man of 
grand, sweeping ideas that 
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Japanese Kimono Fashion Show 
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As part of the 
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The Japanese and Jordanian National Committees for 
the Japan Week in Jordan, 

in cooperation with the Hotel Intercontinental Jordan, 
proudly present the Japanese Kimono Fashion Show 
on June 9, 1 996 at the Grand Ballroom. 

Dinner ‘will be held at 8:00pm followed by the Kimono Show at 9:00pm. 
A special matinee show will be held at 3:00pm at the hotel. 

lickrts i in available exclusively front the Hotel Intmnntinmal Jordan. 

Ttcfcol prices- Gala Dinner JD 30.000 Matinee JD 3.000 
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Welfare Association allocates $5, 5m 
for Palestinian projects during 1996 


are often short on detail 
belies his training as a 
mechanical engineer. 

Impressed with the young 
Erbakan's precision, profes- 
sors at Istanbul University 
let him reach classes in 
motor machinery straight 
after graduating at the age of 
22 . 

He later spent two years 
conducting research in a 
West German university and 
in factories in the Ruhr dur- 
ing the post-war reconstruc- 
tion boon before returning 
toTbrkey. 

His time abroad did not 
distract him from bis obliga- 
tions as a Muslim — he has 
been praying five times aday 
since the age of 13 — nor 
impress him with the ways 
of the West- 

Welfare opposes Turkey’s 
43-year-old membership of 
NATO. It is also against a 
recent customs union 
between Ankara and the 
European Union which Me 
Erbakan sees as part of a 
Western plot to hold die 
Muslim World under its eco- 
nomic domination. 


AMMAN (J.T.) -- The 
Geneva-based Welfare 
Association has decided to 
allocate 55.5 million to be 
spent on projects in the 
Palestinian territories 
during 1996, including the 
establishment of a 
Palestinian academy and 
children's centres in 
cooperation with the local 
councils there. 

The decision was taken 
at a meeting of the Welfare 
Association in Geneva in 
late April. 

The meeting, attended by 
a large number of 
Palestinian economists and 
Arab intellectuals, reviewed 
the association’s activities 
in 1995, including projects 
worth $4 million it carried 
out in the West Bank and 


Gaza as well as Palestinian 
camps in Lebanon. 

The projects were 
implemented within the 
framework of a programme 
which aims at : 

— Developing human 
resources. educa tional • 

programmes and vocational 
training schemes; 

- Supporting culture and 
enco urging creativity with 
tire aim or protecting the 
Palestinian identity and 
heritage; and 

- Promoting fee work of 
national institutions and 
boosting their performance 
and services. 

These projects and 
programmes were 
implemented following 
several workshops, studies 


and field surveys. 

TKe Welfare 
Association's board hosted' 
a reception in honour of 
prominent Arab 
personalities and donors to 
the association 

The board chairman, 
Abdul Majid Shoman, 
delivered an address voting 
the Palestinian peopled 
appreciation of the Swiss 
people and government for 
their continued support for 
their cause and donors who 
finance projects . 

According to Mr. 
Shoman donors have, 
through the Welfare 
Association, financed more 
than 1,000 projects in 
various parts of rales tine 
together worth S90 million. 


Chad’s president faces 
second reelection ballot 


N’DJAMENA (R) — President Idriss Deby 
won 47.86 per cent of the vote in Chad’s 
presidential election but will have to con- 
test a run-off after foiling short of an out- 
right majority, provisional results showed 
on Friday. 

Rival candidate Wadal Abdul Kader 
Kamougue, like Mr Deby an army gener- 
al, polled 11.08 per cent in last Sunday’s 
first round to earn a place in the Jane 23 
second round. 

Mr. Deby, a northerner, took power in an 
aimed revolt in 1990 with French political 
support Mr. Kamougue, a southerner, led a 
1975 coop which killed Chad’s first presi- 
dent, Francois Tombalbaye. 

Mr. Debyes rivals complained of numer- 
ous polling irregularities but election mon- 
itors said the problems were not sufficient 
to call the results info question. 

Electoral commission President Pascal 
Yoadimnadji said the first multi-party pres- 
idential poll in the vast sparsely-populated 
country had been a success. 

“Chadians have just proved before the 
world that their history can be written 
other than by violence, thus putting an end 
we hope, to more than three decades of frat- 
ricidal clashes,” be said on stare radio and 
television. 

A total of 15 Candidates stood. The elec- 
toral commission put turnout at 76.05 per 
cent of the 3.5 million eligible voters. 

Journalist Saleh Kebzabo came third with 
8.53 per cent of the vote, and Mr. Deby’s 
first prime minister, Jean Bawoyeu 
Alingue, came fourth with eight per cent 

The results have to be confirmed by the 
court of appeal and candidates then have 


five days to lodge any protests. 

Tension ran high in pro-opposition south- 
ern districts of Chad’s capital of N’djame- 
na as people awaited the results. 

Youths shouted anti-FreDch insults and 
jeered at passing cars carrying Europeans 
outside the home of former Premier Delwa 
.Kassire Coumakoye, who was unable to 
campaign as he was serving a three-month 
jail term. He was freed on Thursday. 

“If Mr. Deby wins in the first round it will 
be the fault of the French,” said one youth. 
“The French are a plague, we don’t want 
them here any longer,” said another. 

Fiance provided most of the equipment 
for the election and French military planes 
carried electoral officials around the coun- 
try to deliver results. 

Many Chadians feared unrest in the event 
of an outright victory by Ml. Deby, who 
can count on the support of fee republican 
guard. Senior army posts are reserved for 
his Zaghawa tribe. 

Mr. Kassire held an emotional news con- 
ference to denounce fee elections. “This is 
a veritable masquerade wife the complicity 
of donors who want to support Mr. Deby ” 
he said. “The best answer would be to 
annul fee elections.” 

Mr. Kassire, who was convicted of retain- 
ing cars and weapons from his tune as pre- 
mier, accused Mr. Deby and' other party 
leaders ^ of amspiring ^to keep. Jiim j>ut of 
the pfesldehnal race. 7 

Other candidates opposing Mr. Deby said 
fee election had been marred by consider- 
able fraud and they would use all legal 
means to protest 


TV apologises to Iran over ‘kidnap’ report 

TOKYO fAFP) Japan’s Fuji Television has apolo- 

.in Tokyo ^ahfrtga 
groundless accusation that Iranians were trying jo kiti- 
ng & child at Tokyo Disneyland, officials 
Fuji, one of the four major commercial networks, made 
tbif apology Wednesday after the embassy complmned 
^mTts programme, m whfoh a !et^ from a ^ | 
accusing Iranians of kidnapping was read, j 

said. In the letter; a woman living in Saitama. wrfewwt 
of Tokyo, had said her child went missing in the amuse- 
ment paric, and was later found in a sack earned by Ira- 
nians. The network found that the accusant® was 
groundless after talking wife the viewer, the Fop offi- 
cials said. Oriental land Company Ltd, wtochiuas 
Tokyo Disneyland In Urayasu east of Tokyo, said it had 
received a dozen telephone calls since fee television sta- 
tion broadcast the accusation. Police said there no 
reports of kidnapping or missing children at the park. 

Russian minister expected in Iraq 

BAGHDAD (AFP> — Russian Deputy Foreign Minister 
Viktor Possuvaliiik.is expected in Baghdad on Monday 
as part of a four-country middle east shuttle, diplomatic 
sources here said. During his visit to Baghdad, fee tength 
of which was not specified, Mr. Possuvalmk was due to 
discuss bilateral relations between fee two countries 
with Iraqi leaders, the sources- said. He was also due to 
pass on a message to Iraqi Deputy Prime Nfini^erTarcq 
Aziz from Russian Foreign Minister Yevgenfi Primakov. 
The Russian foreign ministry said Thursday feat during 
his visit to Baghdad Mr. Possuvaliuk would also look at 
“Russia’s participation in the transport of humanitarian 
aid” under the terms of the oil-for-food deal agreed 
between Iraq and the United Nations on May 20. 

Sudanese executed in Saudi Arabia. 

RIYADH (AFP) — A Sudanese found guilty of murder- 
ing a woman and her two children was executed Friday 
in Riyadh, the -Saudi Interior Ministry announced. 
Saadeddin Mn hammari Ezzcddin broke into fee borne of 
a Sudanese woman, stabbed her and backed off her arm 
to steal her gold bracelets, a ministry statement carried 
by the official Saudi Press Agency said. He then killed 
her two daughters aged four and two before escaping, it 
said. It was the seventh execution announced this year in 
Saudi Arabia, which applies strict Islamic law calling 
for the execution of murderers, rapists, aimed robbers 
and drug smugglers. Last year a record 186 convicted 
rriminais were executed in the kingdom. 

Film festival opens in Lebanon 

BEIRUT (AFP) — The junior version of the Cannes 
Him Festival opened Friday in Beirut wife 10 films and 
cartoons to be shown to a jury of Lebanese children. 
The six-day festival, fee first to be heldjoutside Cannes,, 
is organised by the French cultur al mis sionin. Lebanon, 
tbe-Ui'f. -Childrens Fund UNICEF . and. .fee utity. of 
Cannes. Films from France, Iceland, fee Czech Repub- 
lic, Canada and Madagascar will be screened to the jury 
of nine children, who were chosen after entering a com- 
petition to write a film review in French. 


Korean crosses Sahara desert in seven-month trek 


CAIRO (AP) - He wore 
through seven pairs of 
shoes, weathered two bouts 
of diarrhoea and was blind- 
ed by blistering sandstorms 
along fee lonely dunes of 
fee vast Sahara. 

On Thursday, Jong Yul 
Choi, a 38-year-old south 
Korean adventurer, left the 
solitude of a seemingly 
unending desert, becoming 
the first person to walk a 
west-to-east route across 
the Sahara, according to 
organisers of the trip. 

He was met by camera 
flashes, reporters’ questions 
and the greetings of well- 
wishers at a five-star hotel 
reception in Cairo. 

‘T am disturbed by the 
noise because I walked 
through the ultimate 
silence,” said a tanned and 
overwhelmed Choi. 

On Nov. 11, he left 


Nouakchott, Mauritania, 
near the Atlantic Ocean, 
then covered 7,400 kilome- 
tres of dunes and hills over 
nearly seven months. He 
arrived Thursday in Suakin, 
a Sudanese port on the Red 
Sea, and then flew north to 
Cairo. 

In all, he crossed five 
countries - Mauritania, 
Mall Niger, Chad and 
Sudan — under an unre- 
lenting sun. 

The inspiration? 

"There was a desert in 
Africa so I wanted to cross 
it.” Mr. Choi said at a news 
conference, wearing a pair 
of old jeans and a t-shirt 
wife "Sahara” written in 
red on a black square. 
Then- he waxed philosophi- 
cal: "I wanted to see how a 
human reacted in extreme 
situation.” 

In the 1980s, Mr. Choi 


climbed mount Everest He 
raised fee Korean flag at the 
North Pole in 1991. The 
Sahara offered a contrast 

‘T went to fee cold north 
pole and wanted to experi- 
ence the difference between 
the ultimate cold and hot” 
he said. 

Throughout the trip, Mr. 
Choi kept to a rigorous rou- 
tine of 40 kilometres a day, 
gradually increasing to 60 
kilometres. 

He woke up at 430 amt, 
ate breakfast, then started 
walking at 5 a.m. He 
walked 13 hours a day, 
stopping only for an hour to’ 
cook and eat a lunch of rice, 
dried beef and poric. 

He carried a 15-kilo- 
gramme rucksack packed 
wife food, water and his 
sleeping bag, and slept 
under the stars. Every 
now and then, he stopped 


for 10 minutes to catch his 
breath and drink some 
water. He finally rested at 6 

pJtL 

Mr Choi said he went 
through seven pairs of 
shoes, slept sporadically 
because of fee heat and had 
diarrhoea twice. Sand- 
storms often made walking 
impossible. 

"The only time I thought 
I could not go on was when 
I had a high fever;” Mr 
Choi said of a malaria bout 

He was hassled at the bor- 
der between Egypt and 
Sudan, whose relations 
have deteriorated in recent 
months. Egyptian border 
police refused to let him 
enter the country, he said. 

So Mr Choi was forced to 
move fee final leg of his 
trip from Al-Quseir, an 
Egyptian Red Sea port, to 
Suakin. 


Mr. Choi’s trip, which 
was two years in fee mak- 
ing, was sponsored by Kia 
Motors, a Korean carmaker 
which provided his supply 
team wife two jeeps, and 
south Korea’s Dong-# Dbo 
daily newspaper. He was 
accompanied at times by a 
reporter, a film producer 
and a translator. But most 
of fee time he trekked 
alone. 

Mr. Choi returns to Seoul, 
South Korea, on Sunday. 

He said he was already 
suffering from the din of 
modem civilisation — 
including Cairo’s notorious 
car horns. 

*’I am confused. I was 
used to walking every day 
and now feel something is 
missing,” he said. "It will 
take me at least a month to 
get used to normal life.” 
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Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

15:0® Cartoon — The Mask 

I5d® Mac and Mutlcy . 

1&O0 Men’s Singles Finals 

1M* Only 

17:15 La Vic Dcvant Moi 

17:30 One Lc Me tHar Gagne 

IM0 Chateau Vallon 

IM0 

3996 European Quimpiortshtps: 
Germany v*. the Czech Republic - 
Fresh Prince of Bel-Air 

21:20 

Daily Summary — Japan Week 
2U30 

1996 European Championstahips 
Denmark vs. Portugal 

22:15 News in English 

22:25 Second Half 

2&20 Counterstrike 

PRAYER TIMES 

03:50 Fajr 

QS2S (Sunrise) Duba 

1134 Dhuhr 

16:15 ’Asr 

19:44 Maghreb 

21:19 ‘Isba 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdflcfa, Tel. 810740 
AarawhSra or Cod Church, Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church oT the Ammadatfou Td. . 
637440. 

De la Salle Church Td. 661757 
Terrasancta Church Td: 62Z366 
Church of die Anrnmriatfan Td. 
623541. 

Anghcan Church Tel. 652826 


Armenian CafboBc Church TcL 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodo x Charefc TcL 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 

Amman fw i rn a tfci a al Church Td. 

6S2526. 

EvaugeBcal Lntfaenm Church Td: 

S2432S. 

Gemsauptptafclag Evsnadcal Con- 
gregatioo Td. 845457 
The Latter-Day Satan Td. 654932 
Chmrcb of Naarow Td. 6 75691. 

The Evangelical Local Chart* la 

Amman 

Td. 811295 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment Of Meteorology. 

Temperatures ore expected to 
rise sigmEjantly becoming above 
average with winds northeasterly 

moderate. In Aqaba, winds wifi be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 

Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 18/33 

Aqaba 23/39 

Dcscris 16/36 

Jordan VaDey - 23/39 

Yesterday's high t em peratures: 
Amman 30, Aqaba 38. Humidity 
rcaffings: Amman 40 per cent, 
Aqaba 21 per cent. 

USEFUL 


NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

MukhlcsMazahiah 820425 


Dr. Wisam Haan 748563 

Dr. Abdul HacSTsyyim .... 6201 15 

Dr. Muntbcr Al Ordni 779959 

firas pharmacy 6619 12 

Ferdows pharmacy 77833 6 

Al Ascma pharmacy _. 637055 

Nalroukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Satan pharmacy — 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcbairi pharmacy 637660 

Namnijb pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

BMP; 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 281484 

Alqwfe pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Zobov AIQkS 906606 

KhaSfeb pharmacy — 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency — , 199 
Rescue Police 192. 6211 11. 637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic PoDec 896390 


Public Security Department 630321 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Mumdpafity 

Comptmms 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

OuencasCta 010230 

Central Amman Te l epho n e 

Repairs ....62310! 

AbdaH Telephone Repairs 66 1 101 

Iordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774211 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Kcctridty Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ FKgbt Information .... 08-53200 
Queen AHa Inti. Airport OS-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Kbahdi Maternity. J. Aran 

644281/6 

AkBch Maternity, J. Amu. 

642441/2 

Jabd Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Mafia*. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmctsani 607071 


Shmdsant Hospital 669131 


The Islamic. AbdaG 666127/37 

ALAtdLAbdaK 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muiwjrocn ... 777101/3 
AHJastar, J. Asbraficb 775111/26 

Anny. Maria 891611/15 

Onccn Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Area] Hospital — 607155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

Ibn Situ Hospital ^09^986732 

Al Ifikrea Modem HasjriUi - (09)990990 
The Arab Centre for Heart and SpccW 
Smgcr y 865199 

DUD: 

Princess Basma Hospital (02)275555 

Greek CaAoBc Hospital (02)272275 

fee Al Nates Hrap&l ...(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Pitch Haya Hospital (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is sup p lied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Information 


department at the Queen Afia In- 
ternational Airport TcL (08)53XB- 
5. where H should ways be verified 

arrivals 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights (Terminal 1 ) 

Muscat (RJ) 

89:36 Jeddah (Rj) 

99*5 Lanracn (Rn 

1R85 - Dbahnui. Riyadh (RJ) 

1*15 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Beirut ( RJ) 

1LS8 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

16 ms New York. Amsterdam (Rj) 
16£5 ... Amsterdam. Brussels (RJ) 
1825 ... Chicago, Amsterdam (RJ) 

London (RJ) 

J** Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

J**? Istanbul (Rj) 

ISMS Paris, Athens (Rj) 

“ RomofRI 

2*0-- Tunis (Rjj 

(RJ) 

2 s *®—— Frankfort (Rj) 

,1:W Cairo (RJ)' 

Other Righto (Terminal 2) 

12S :::::::::::::::::::: 


Beirut (ME) 

I-ondon, Beirut (BA) 

Istanbul (TK) 

01=2* Amsterdam, Beirut (k£{ 


Aqaba (RW) 
id Aviv (RW) 


2c£ MVARTimS 

fed. Royal Jordanian (Rj) 

Righto 1 9 

(Terminal 1) 

■H Bcinii(Ri) 

otv Aqaba. Frankfurt(RJ) 

i jU) Athens. Vienna (RJ) 

Hi; 

H tiM (RjJ 

RJ) 12=39 Amsterdam. New York iRJ) 

ijJJ) 21:10 Cairo (RJ) 

S3 NewDcttu(Rj) 

RJ) *145 Damascus f RJ) 

2=2 Abu Dhabi. Dubai f RJ) 

5=5 Singapore, Jakarta (RJ) 

Eft £2 BaMkok(RJ) 

rj} Other flights (Terminal 2 ) 


- London (KJ) 

Ej® London (BA) 

- Sanaa (IYj 

i ^ 

jj*{ 

JJ2 Athens (OA) 

Wft5P0 Istanbul OTC) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

Flights (Marks Airport) 
lOeOO 

Amman (Marita Airport from 
**30 

HUAI RAILWAY TRAIN 

... ftOOun. WHY Monday 
£*“—*■* 5tf0p.m. every Monday 

Arr.aauni SdOpjo. every Sandqr , 

MARKET PRICKS I 

Uppcr/fowcr price in fils per kg. 

'Apna* 950 / 600 I 

£ppk 1OT600 

Banana 600/600 

Banana (Mukammar) 520/520 

Ba^na (imported) 780350 

£»W»gC 70/40 



Cauliflower 190/140 

Oargc) 120/80 

Cucumber (small) 180/120 

=S8Pfeni 260/160 

- 600/400 

parlie (green) 27W150 

if™*" 630/450 

Marrow (large) ]6W 120 

Marrow small) 260/ 160 

Muhikhiah 180/120 

OpionCdry) >110/70 

™ 1500/800 

400/300 

360 / 260 

420000 

260/160 

Strung Bean 520/380' 

Tomato 150/90 

Water melon 13Q/8Q 
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By MervatSawndeh 

Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN .-— Representa- 
fives .from various public 


will also have representa- 
tives in foe 80-member dd- 
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later this week in what par* 
dopants in the trip describe 
as^ttdto “restore relations 

wifo;Iraqandto re affirm 
Jordanian public support 
forfoeTraqi people.” 
SaedAbu Mdzar, presi- 
dent of foe Dentists Associ- 
ation and member of tlxj 
delegation that, will Visit 
Baghdad, .arid the group, 
dated to depart on Thurs- 
day, includes , . eight 
deputies, representatives 
from .17 political parties, 
unionists from the 
LAWYERS^ DOCTORS , ENgi- 

neecs -and writers associa- 
ocsk. Jordan's W oman Fed- 
eration, - the Arab Hmyiwi 

aniaarip n and tfa f 

of Arab Doctors 


“We. were alwayssup- 
portiveof the Iraqi people ■ 
and : we repeatedly called 
for.fifling theeconoixdc 
samtiops,^ aid Dl Abu 
Meiz&r whose . syndicate is 
represented in the delega- 
tion. *Tiow that nlnipis 
with Iraq have worsened, 
wefehthatwehadtoreas- 

sure (the Iraqis) of our past: 
lion which will not chug* 
under any political ded^ 
sion,” he told The JinnJan 
limes. ■ J 

Dr. Abu Meizar voiced 
hope that the planned visit,' 
the second such trip this 
year; will help to improve 
Jordanian-Iraqi relations 
which souzed recently over 
Jordan’s increasing- criti- 
cism of Iraqi regime's poli- 
cies. 

“We hope that by interact- 


ing until the Iraqi people, 
we wffl help to restore rela- 
- tions between Iraq and Jor- 
* dan.- Wt want '■ our Iraqi 
brothers to fed that we in 
Jbr^ vyill always he on 
their side regardless of the 
political tensjons,”Dfc ASa~\ 

Mebar m a i nfa i nwl 
Deputy Mansur, 

spokesman for the Islamic 
Actkm Front (IAF), said 
the ypdt will help in 
stsei^thnnng ties betw e en 
the two lAnib countries and 
thatU^mderfmes the tufty 
betweenthe-two peoples.” 
.“Atthifitageweneedto 

overcome our differy n Cff S 

and work towards better 
relations,” ; y Mt. Mansur 
said. “We do hope that this 
visit will help better 
stouned-.ntiatrens between 
the Kingdom and Iraq,” he 
told The Jofdan Tune. 
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AMMAN (J-T.)— Jordan 
and Saudi Arabia Saturday 
opened two days Off talks on 

expanding and pr omoting 
Tf I foonirmi nioati nny' - and 

postal services V between 
them; and said &at they 
waked out a timetable for 
implo^entirig agreements in 
these fields ' - 
Undersecretary Of the' 
Sawfi Ministry^ of Post and 
THephones. Mohammad 
Mulla who is- heading the 
ddegation told the Jordan 
Television after the meeting 
that the discussions general- 
ly covered cooperation in 
telephone and postal ser- 
vices and a review of Jordan- 
ian and Saudi networks, 
flteotvo aides, jiso dis-:: 

r ^ieaad Jihlring tfa w « y3*php n e 

networks Jubdha>*wo comh J 
tries and -means 4p boost'd 
their capacities to meet the 
growing demand for tele- 
phone services ;between ] 
them, he said. 

Mr. Mulla said that discus- 
sion also covered technical 
matters related to connection 
of the networks at the border 
areas. Director General of 
the Telecommunications 
Corporation (TCQ Walid 
Dwdk, who headed die Jor- 
4 ktmri»n titV to the talW , aid 



Minister of Post and Communications Jamal Saraireh 
Saturday receives a Saudi delegation headed by under- 
secretary of the Saudi Ministry of Post and Telephones 
Mohammad MnDa (Petra photo) 

the disczi^ons ^ 15 ^ at * to^conclmte Tifeir ukefihgs 

Ttoopegia , 

tte^in^telepbc^ and^pqstal 


scrvkxsand so &sit each ride 
can "benefit frbni tiie other’s 
experience and services and 
the exchange - of eiqrertise 
and training of personnel. ' 
According to Mc Dweik, 
the two.sidks discussed foil 
integration between the two 
countries through (be marine. 
«ihi«i and the formation of 
a joint follow -19 ^*k; force 
to implement this objective, • 
The two rides are expected 


Sunday ^agoing an agreed : 
mem providing for timber 
cooperation between Jradan 
and Sahiti Arabia in telecom- 
munications services, 
according to Jordan Televi- 
sion. 

Mr. Dvreik and Mr. Mulla 
had eaflkx metvwth Minister 
of Post and Communicatioos 
Jamal Saraireh to review the; 
topics mi their agenda and to 
discuss {dans- for promoting 
h ilater al cooperation in 
tdecommumcations fields. 


Tour agents challenge new regulations in court, 
warn against implications for small businesses 


By Amy Henderson 

Jordan Times Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Society ofTourist and Trav- 
el Agents (JSTTA) Satur- 
day' matte miore effort to 
Toonyfoce the government to 
reconsider its poritioih on 
new regulations for travel 
and tourist agents in the 
country, which they' pWfh 
will pot many agencies out 
of busmera- teid thousands 
out of j obs. . 

An advertisement from 
tix association poblishcd in. 

A1 # Ra’i Arabic daily 
applied, m Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti as 
the leader of die “white rcv- 
olntioo’* government to for- 
tiier e xamine the new regu- 
lations. 

The regulations, issued 
April !, stipulate that agen- 
cies which just $ell travel 
tickets must provide an 
annual 7D25.000 bank 
gjaarabtee tetheMinistiy of 
Tourism along with their 
Spficatteri for a licence or 
iKtedce renewal ‘ Those 
vritidb.. .bsgamse ..r, tourists 
touts most give JD50.000 
guarantees. 

Additionally, tite regula- 
tions require that compa- 
nies have a starting capital 


of JD50.000. and that they 
insure incoming tourists. 

The JSTEA has filed a 
case against the Ministry of 
Tourism at the Higher 
Court of Justice, claimiog 
that the new regulations are 
in violation of the Tourist 
Law of 1988. 

The association asserts 
that article fair of the new 
regulations (which sets the 
capital) and articlelQ 
(which requires that local 
companies carry insurance 
for tourists and that they 
provide the ministry with a 
copy of the agreements 
they make with foreign 
agencies cooperating with 
them) are in violation of the 
1988 law. 

The 1988 law had no cap- 
ital requirement and set the 
bank guarantee at JDS, 000. 

The organisation is also 

cl aiming * that articles 

requiring travel offices to 
re-appfy for a license every 
year; .instead of allowing 
them to simply renew tbeir 
licences, also contradict the 
1988 law. 

“These regulations 
encroach cm our acquired 
rights,” under the 1988 law, 
asserted Lam’i Haddadin, 
president of the association. 

There are approximately 


350 travel and tourist agen- 
cies in Jordan, and Me, 
Haddadin said that at least 
150 agencies have said they 
are arable to comply with 
the new regulations. 

“But we expect that there 
are at least 200 wbo cannot 
comply,” he said. 

“We received a last warn- 
ing two days ago from the 
ministry (of tourism) that 
agents had to apply and 
(meet the new require- 
ments) by June 9, or face 
closure,” said Ml Had- 
dadin 

“We have to ask why 
■these regulations are neces- 
saxy he said. “Agents 
already provide bank guar- 
antees to airlines, transport 
companies and other agen- 
cies in case of failure to 
abide by agreements. And 
insurance is usually han- 
dled by airlines, hotels and 
transport companies — 
why should agents pay, 
especially that many cannot 
afford it?” 

The Ministry of Tourism 
Saturday offered no expla- 
nation for adopting the new 
measures, saying that it 
could not officially com- 
ment on a case before the 
court 

However, secretary gen- 


eral of the Ministry of 
Tourism, Akram Masar- 
weh, told the Jordan Times 
that “the ministry was 
«Eg™sing (he (tourism) 
sector based on past experi- 
ence.” 

“The regulations needed 
to be revised, and we 
reviewed these measures 
with the last board of direc- 
tors of the travel agents' 
assutiriten, which offered 
no objection, save for one 
member of the board wbo 
withheld his opinion. But I 
cannot say anymore than 
this since it is a case before 
the court” 

There seems to be divi- 
sion among agents about 
whether or not the regular 
• tions will serve the industry 
well, and concern has 
reached even some 1 of the 
biggest operat ors in Jordan. 

The ones who support 
the regulations want to 
'dean op’ the market,” said 
7i ad Dakkak, general man- 
ager of Dakkak Tours. The 
ones against it are the small 
ones who do ticketing and 

omgnmg tnm yrm Airing rh f 

summer — they are afraid 
tiiat (die regulations) will 
drive them out of the mar- 
ket.” 

Among their other wor- 


ries is that, even among 
those who can afford to 
abide by the ministries new 
regulations, the implemen- 
tation of such measures will 
be reflected in the cost of 
services 10 tourists. 

“We are an incoming 
agency” said Hassan Atari, 
general manager for Tycbe 
Tours. “We have been in 
business for twelve years, 
and we do a good job. But 
we aren’t really in a posi- 
tion to increase our capital 
or our bonds. 

“It will most certainly 
affect our prices because it 
will increase our annual 
expenses,” be continued. 
“Which is unfortunate since 
it may make (Jordan) less 
competitive.” 

“It’s redundant as well, 
since our clients are insured 
and bonded from wherever 
they come.” 

“We have also to consider 
the agencies that are out- 
side Amman,” said Mr. 
Haddadin. “The man who 
runs an office in Karak — 
what's the value of his busi- 
ness? Maybe be sells one or 
two tickets a month. These 
agencies simply cannot 
make it" 


Police officers honoured, others promoted 

Suspects in. Madaba car thefts arrested 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Police 
officers and a Jordanian cit- 
izen who: helped arrest a 
suspect _ after allegedly 
committing an armed rob- 
bery were Saturday hoo- 
oured by the Public Securi- 
ty Department . Director 
(PSD) Lieutenant General 
Nasouh Muiueddin at a- 
special ceremony held in 
. his office" . 

^ The. police officers had' 
been quu&in moving., to 
1 the. » scene ..jbf the crime, - 
.which occtnred in the past 
week and collecting infor- 
mati(HLtiiat led to the arrest 
'of die suspect who had 
stabbed a Jordanian citizen 
and robbed him of S10, 000 
and JD^ ^4000,” according -to 
a PSD statement 
The statement said .that 
Mohammad Tbazah, a citi- 
zen .who provided informa- 
tion that ted to the resolu- 
tion of the case -and the 
arrest of the suspect and his 


accomplice was also hon- 
oured at the ceremony . 

Lt Gen Muhieddin voiced 
his deep appreciation for 
Mr. Tbazah for his coopera- 
tion with the police, adding 
that such cooperation 
would ensure stability and 
security for society . 

Meanwhile, Colooel 
Sami Majali, director of the 
Madaba Police Department 
Satufifo^ ' -anhouhced the 
T arrest of^gang^ who had 
, allegedly committed sever- 
al-robberies and car thefts. 

Col Majali said that one 
. gang was allegedly 
involved in stealing cars. 

Col Majali also disclosed 
the arrest of three women 
and one man suspected of 
stealing cars in the Madaba 
region, adding that die 
arrests followed through 
investigations after several 
people had complained of 
these thefts . - 

Also Saturday, a Royal 


Decree was issuedapprov- 
ing a decision by the Coun- 
cil of Ministers to promote 
Brigadier Abdul Raouf 
Hussein, PSD assistant 
director for traffic. 
Brigadier N inter A1 
Hmoud, assistant PSD 
director for administration 
and Brigadier Salman 
Maaitah, PSD inspector 
general, to the rank of 
Major General. 

Another Royal Decree . 
was isstfed Saturday pro- 
moting Abdul Rahman A1 
Sharei to the rank of 
colonel. 

Lt Gen Muhieddin had 
earlier sent a cable to His 
Majesty Eng Hussein, 
voicing the PSD’s gratitude 
for promoting the police 
officers and pledging PSD 
determination to double its 
efforts to protea the Jor- 
danian society and serving 
the nation. 



Prime Minister visits 
a rmy headquarters 

V- • 

Prime Minister and Minister* of Defence Abdul Karim 
Kabariti on Saturday visited the Armed Forces Head- 
quarters and discussed with Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Held Marshal Abdul Hafez Marti 
Kaabneh issues of concern to the Aimed Forces. Mr. 
Kabariti also visited the Public Security Department 
where he met with its Director lieutenant General 
Nasouh Muhieddin and was briefed by him on the ser- 
vices offered to citizens. 
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Mobile phone company 
admits shortcomings, 
pledges to improve service 
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By a Jordan Times • 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Relief 
appears to be in sight for 
subscribers to Jordan's 
mobile telephone service, 
who often complain of 
system failure or inability 
to place calls during cer- 
tain times of day due to 
i_vi insufficient capacity. 

• Mr ? Jordan Mobile Tfele- 
* ' phone Services (Fasthnk) 
announced Saturday tiiat 
completion of its second 
phase of expansion is 
near. It will include the 
addition of a “substantial 
number” of new cell sices 
and a boost in cell site 
capacity as well as an 
increase in switch capaci- 
ty, -said Fasthnk general 
manager Mitbqal Asfour. 

“We realise that our sub- 
scribers are facing some 
problems making calls,” 
said Ml Asfour. The most 
problematic areas are 
Shnkasam, Abdoun, Um 
Uthaina, " Gardens Street 
and Jabal Amman. “With 
this expansion, which we 
expect to be complete at 
the end 'of Jtme, * L " 
will be much it 
headded. 

To date, there are 16,000 
’ • < subscribers, with the num- 
ber; expected to grow as 
tiie c omp any continues to 
expandits services. 

Ml .Asfour said tiiat 
Fasdink expects to extend 
ite services to all areas of 
Greater Amman by foe 
end of July, and will begin 


extending service to M? id 
and foe sun^unding area 
and the Jordan. Valley 
from - North -to South 
Shouneh this month. 

“We will eventually 
serve Jordan all the way to - 
Ramtha, and we are very 
optimistic that we ean 
complete our services to 
the north by the . end of 
July and certainly within 
August.” ^ ■_ ■ 

As soon as the service is 
introduced to all areas of 
the north. Ml Asfour said; 
Fasthnk will : begin . ser- 
vices to tiie remainder of 
the sooth. Service is 
already available in 
Aqaba. 

Fasthnk will add voice- 
mail services " free * otf ; 
charge, and Ml Asfour 
said be expects this ser- 
vice to be in place by July. 
Also, he said, “we are 
working on introducing 
international roaming ser- 
vice, which we hope to 
have by nrid-Septeiifcer ' 
and no later' than yearV 
end.” These calls will be. 
billed according to 
international procedure., 
and standards, be said. 

During the • month of 
August, FastHnk will offer, 
free local calls every Fri-_ 
day as a “gesture of 
thanks” to clients forbear- 
ing with foe inconve- 
niences of the service to 
date, Mr. Asfour said. 


Partners in talent: Linguist and journalist combine 
vision and skills to revive ancient Yemeni silver-craft 


By MahmoudJ. Mirfti 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The unlikely 
jfeScrag’of talentsbetween 
a • Yemeni EngTish-lan- 
guage phooeticist and 
speech .expert and * 
Lebanese AssociatcdPress 
journalist has resulted in a 7 
spectacular sflver- and-pre- 
cious-stooes jewehy cd- 
lection currently on fos- 
ptey a the Baladna Art 

fratlwy - 

" Nam ed the Sheba collec--. 

Saba’ in Artifec), 
the -works radiate inspra - 
tiem— derived ' . fionrTduj 
anciemYemem tradition of- 
sftVer^Oafting. True to its ' 
title; the exhibiti on's g oal 
is to. rerive the spirit of 
period jewelry worn by the 
likes of The legendary 
Balqisi'Queen of Shrin. 

Sheba “was the an e Mgtf 
biblic&l kingdom of south 1 ; 
wes^Sb Arabia (tiie site, Of 
presail-day Marib, <75 
mile s^st of San'a), and is 
mo^^popuftriy ass 6 dM«l‘ 

[ whb/foe story of the his^ 

tooc -^ncouiitex between^ 
Eng^SolomoQ and ^Qwe# ; 
Balqis^(5ffen mistakenly- 
refened- : ' fo - as Queen 
Sheba). : Ifistorians place 
the ‘Origins of tiie kdngdanr 
at aroiuxLtbeKkb century 
B.C^ -altixxigh it did not 
irach the peak of its devel- 
opment till the 8 th century 
BC- 

Contributing to its ridi 
culture and intricate art is - 
|the^exten^ye;.!tK®centile^ 
mt exaction* die - kiogdom 

had with its ndghbouis: . 
The kingdom “maintained 


colonies along trade routes 
leafong to Palestine, and 
Marib was one - of tiie' 

. wealthiest dries of ancient 
Arabia.” (Funk & Wag- 
nails New Encydopedia). 

. It was in such a setting 
that foe inhabitants of 
- Sheba , 7 - tiie Sabaeans, 

- began discovering the 
secrets of stiver. They 
began mastering the many 
processes invblviedr min- 
ing tiie silver, smelting it, 
oxidising it (resulting - in 

... dark silver to contrast with 

- bright silver), hand-beat- 
ing it into foe deshed ' 

' shapes, polishing it and 
-r encrusting it with precious 
stones: 

V Artists Suad Raja and 
Zina Hemady have 
endeavoured, in their exhi- 
bition, to recapture and 
redefine the beauty of al- 
F f ver jewelry, yet to endow it 
"With the variety and wear- 
■ : er-comfort . required by 
amtemporary society. To 
this aid, “a multitude of 
~ modem designs and pre- 
- dous stones are featured in 
foe .works” says Ms. Raja, 
T addmg thai “non- Yemeni 
influences are also evident, 
i . -sudb as foose of Tbrkey, 

- ; Ethiopia, the bedouins of 
~ the^ Smai and other Middle 
Eastern cultures.” 

Many different precious 
and semi-predous stones 
are used, providing splen- 
dorous colour-combina- 
tions inset in the silver. 

■ Such stones include 
--turquoise, . gamer (wine 
and pomegranate), onyx 
(black), malachite (bril- 
liant green), and amethyst 


(purple and bluish violet). 
Resin derivatives, such as 
amber and lcahrab are also 
extensively used. Howev- 
er, the brilliant azure blue 
of the semipredous stone, 
lapis lazuli , and the infi- 
nite shades of red, orange, 
peach and pink in corals 
made these two materials 
among the most popular in 
old Yemeni culture right 
op till foe turn of the cen- 
tury and beyond. The more 
endraing of the two, bow- 
- ever, is the coral. 

“One of the main purpos- 
es of foe project has been 
to develop the traditional 
designs, retaining their 
timeless characteristics; 
yet - imbuing them with 
modem touches that make 
them much more practical 
and wearable with today’s 
type of clothing. In this 
way, die craft is developed 
and beautified without, at 
any. stage, losing the fun- 
damental spirit of the older 
jewehy-fonns” explains 
Ms. Raja. 

Many cultural totems 
and symbols are incorpo- 
rated in the designs, such 
as tiie famili ar cylindrical 
silver - containers, (into 
which are placed folded 
sheets of Koranic verses 
and prayers; “Dua’a”) , a 
set-up known as “Hijabs.” 
Other triangular hijabs are 
also used, though they are 
believed to predate Islam. 
The triangle-comers are 
said to allude to certain 
aspects of pagan deity, 
such as powet; fertility, 
wrath, etc. 

The pieces include neck- 



Ornamental necklace, featuring silver-filigree, coral and turquoise 


laces, . pendants, earrings, 
bracelets lapel-pins, etc. 
Looking at foe pieces is 
almost as satisfying as 
handling them. Clasping 
them, especially the larger 
heavier necklaces, really 
imparts the feeling of sub- 
stantiality and exclusivity. 
The workmanship and 
attention to' detail is 
absolutely superb. Suad 
Raja explains that the actu- 
al crafting of the work is 
carried out in Cairo by 
highly accomplished 
craftsmen and jewellers, 
although both herself and 
partner Zina Hemady 
(unavailable for comment 


at time of review), exercise 
stria quality control dur- 
ing the crafting process. 
Every piece is hand-made, 
and no two pieces are 
entirely identical 
The woks in the exhibi- 
tion represent a significant 
stride in the art of jeweliy- 
making. Suad Raja and 
Zina Hemady have innova- 
tively broadened the para- 
meters of this art-form and 
have come up with a beau- 
tifully diverse collection 
that represents a fresh 
interpretation of traditional 
designs. Most pieces are 
modem, while still retain- 
ing the regal aspect of 


Sabaean design. Indeed, it 
is possible to imagine that 
Queen 1 Balqis might have 
further entranced King 
Solomon had she been 
wearing a pendant and 
accompanying ear-rings 
from this collection 
(although for ultimate 
allure, she might have 
worn the unsurpassable of 
all female .jewelry; an 
anklet). 

A large selection of the 
works will remain on dis- 
play at the Baladna Art 
Gallery. Wasfi Tel Street, 
following the exhibition’s 
closure on Monday, June 
10 . 
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4 children injured in rocket attack 
on Chechen town, report says 


< ' ■ A V. *-i>l 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Four children 
were wounded in a rocket attack on the 
southern Chechen town of Shali, 
which was blocked Saturday by 
Russian troops, a local security official 
told Interfax News Agency. 

In another development, gunmen 
Saturday killed a Chechen regional 
leader of the pro-Russian government 
who was criticised in recent weeks for 
helping separatist fighters, ITAR- 
TASS news agency reported 

A helicopter gunship carried out a 
rocket attack on an apartment block 
and square in Sbali late Friday, 
wounding four children who were then 
rushed to hospital, a local official told 
Interfax. 

“All our attempts to reach agreement 
with the Russian military command on 
lifting the blockade of Sbali have been 
in vain," said the official, adding that 
extra. Russian troops had arrived on 
the outskirts of the town Saturday. 


“All entrances to the town have been 
sealed off” since Friday morning, he 
said 

On June 3 federal troops ended a 
three-day blockade of Sbali, 35 kilo- 
metres southeast of the Chechen capi- 
tal Grozny. It was imposed to force the 
disarmament of separatist rebels they 
said were sheltering there. 

The civilian authorities however 
insisted there were no rebel fighters 
present, and Chechens said the block- 
ade was a “provocation” that threat- 
ened the peace talks. 

Russian and Chechen negotiators 
were set to resume peace talks Sunday 
in Nazran, capital of the Autonomous 
Republic of Ingushetia, bordering on 
Checbenya. 

Russian Prime Minister ' Viktor 
Chernomyrdin told ITAR-TASS that 
the Russian delegation would continue 
talks with the rebels “despite the fact 



Shirvani Basayev (left), the younger brother of Chechen rebel leader Sha- 
mil Basayev and member of the Chechen delegation talks with Vladimir 
Zorin (right), deputy bead of the Russian delegation, during a break in the 
Russian-Checben peace talks in the city of Nazran (Renter photo) 


that (Chechen chief-of-staff) Aslan 
Maskhadov's delegation refuses to 
sign” protocols to implement accords 
on a ceasefire and prisoner exchange 
reached in the Kremlin on May 27. 

Tim Guldimann, head of the 
Chechenya mission of the 
Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe, condemned 
the killing Saturday of Ynssup 
Yelmurzayev, head of the regional 
administration in Urus-Martan, and 
two of his bodyguards. 

They were gunned down as they left 
die town, 30 kilometres south of 
Grozny. 

Oneofthe gunmen was also killed in 
the exchange of fire, pro-Moscow 
Chechen Interior Minister Khamid 
Inalov told Interfax. 

The wilin g “may seriously compli- 
cate the talks between the Russian fed- 
eral authorities and Chechen sepa- 
ratists" said Mr Guldimann, who 
helped to arrange the unprecedented 
meeting between President Boris 
Yeltsin and rebel leader Zelimkhan 
Yandarbiyev on May 27. 

More than 3,000 people later gath- 
ered in Uius-Martan and demanded 
that die killers be punished and that the 
authorities take tougher action against 
crime, Interfax reported- 

The Urus-Martan local authority had 
been opposed to the separatists and in 
favour of the pro-Russian administra- 
tion in Checbenya since the conflict 
began in the Caucasus republic in 
December 1994. 

However, Russian forces in 
Checbenya had recently accused it of 
supporting the rebels. They said 
injured separatist fighters were able to 
use its hospital, the biggest in the 
region, at wrn. 

Last month Russian commanders 
ordered airstrikes against the town, 
claiming to target separatist positions. 
Ml Yelmurzayev complained, saying 
the strikes were in fact aimed at civil- 
ian targets such as the central market. 


Khmer Rouge broken if 
Pol Pot is dead — prince 


PHNOM PENH (R) — Cambodia's First 
Prime Minister Prince Norodom Ranariddh 
said the Khmer Rouge guerrilla group 
would be broken without its leader Pol Pot 
but officials repeated Saturday they could 
not verify reports of bis death. 

Prince Ranariddh said in a speech broad- 
cast Saturday that “the Khmer Rouge 
movement will be broken” without Pol Pot 
and former Khmer Rouge foreign minister, 
leng Sary, whom he said was in poor health. 

But be added he did not know if the leader 
of the infamous 1975-79 regime was still 
alive or bad succumbed to disease. More 
than one million people are believed to 
have died under the Khmer Rouge's rule. 

‘If be died we feel released,” Prince 


Ranariddh said fairing the speech Friday in 
the northern province of Preah Vihear, 
adding some people would feel “very Sony, 
because, be died easily, ^because when he 
took power he made Khmers very miser- 
able.” 

Government officials said earlier this 
week they were trying to check intelligence 
reports that Pol Pot, who is now 68 and a 
long-time sufferer from malarial and other 
ailments, was seriously ill and possibly 
dead. 

“There is no independent confirmation...! 
checked with the military,” one cabinet 
minister, who declined to be identified, told 
Reuters Saturday. 


Albania to hold partial re-run of polls 


TIRANA (R) — Albanian President Sali 
Berisha, whose ruling Democratic Party 
claimed a landslide victory in a widely crit- 
icised general election, has decreed a partial 
re-run of the polls. Albanian Television said 
Saturday. 

But the head of the opposition Social 
Democrats said be would not be content 
with only a partial re-run and described the 
decree as a ploy by the president to mask 
manipulation. 

Mr. Berisha said polls would be re-run in 
17 constituencies on June 16. In his decree, 
he invited all political parties and voters to 
participate. 

The Central Electoral Commission dec- 
lared voting invalid in 13 constituencies sa- 
ying “serious irregularities influenced the 
final result of the voting”. It had previously 
agreed to a re-run in four constituencies af- 
ter acknowledging irregularities. 

“The president invites all parties and can- 
didates to take part in these elections. He al- 
so invites all the people to vote for the best 
policies and candidate,” the decree said. 

Ml Berisha said he- would guarantee that 
the elections were free and in accordance 


with international standards. 

But Sfceoder Gjinushi, chairman of the 
opposition Social Democrats, said they 
would not accept a partial re-run. 

“We cannot accept a partial re-run if there 
is no general recognition of all the viola- 
tions. Berisba's decree is not the solution. 
This is the president's ploy to hide (the 
manipulations) from the world,” he said. 

Mr. Berisba's Democratic Party emerged 
the dear victor with 101 seats won in direct 
voting during the two rounds on May 26 
and June 2. This surpassed its 1992 victory 
of 62 per cent. 

But most of Albania's opposition parties 
pulled out of the election races midway 
through voting, alleging manipulation and 
voter intimidation by the conservative 
Democrats. 

The United States and the European 
Union have advised the government to bold 
a partial re-run of the election and the 
European Commission is awaiting a repot 
from observers of the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) on the extent of alleged vote rig- 
ging- 


Baku condemns U.S. aid to Karabakh 


BAKU (AFP) — Azerbaijan Saturday con- 
demned a move by the U.S. House of Rep- 
resentatives to link aid to the ex-Soviet re- 
public with direct help for rebels in the 
breakaway ethnic Armenian enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Agshin Mekhnyfcv, director of U.S. and 
Canadian affairs at the Azeri Foreign 
Ministry, called upon the Clinton adminis- 
tration and U.S. Senate to prevent the so- 
called Porter Amendment becoming law. 

The amendment, proposed by Congress- 
man John Porter and adopted Friday by the 
House of Representatives, would ease an 
earlier ten on all U.S. govetnment-to-gov- 
emment aid for Azerbaijan, but would 
require the United States to provide .$1 in 
aid to Nagorno-Karabakh for each $7 sera 
to Azerbaijan. 

Hafiz Pashayev, the A 2 eri ambassador to 
Washington, told AFP by telephone that he 
did not rule out the possibility of Azerbaijan 
refusing the aid, estimated at abour S25 mil- 
lion, because the amendment implicitly 
recognised the breakaway region as a sepa- 
rate entity. 

Several' newspapers in the Azeri capital 


Baku also urged the authorities to refuse the 
aid. 

Azerbaijan has had to cope with up to one 
million refugees from the conflict over 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Under an earlier congressional act, the 
United States cut off official aid to Azer- 
baijan because of Baku’s economic block- 
ade of Armenia. 

Despite die ban, the U.S. maintained indi- 
rect humanitarian assistance to Azeri refu- 
gees through the Red Cross and other non- 
government organisations. 

But the Azeri authorities have called for a 
frill lifting of the ban, which they say treats 
them as the only aggressors in the conflict. 

Armenians in Nagorno-Karabakh 
launched a secession bid in 1988, triggering 
a six-year war that left more than 20,000 
people dead and 500,000 displaced. A 
shaky ceasefire has been holding in the 
region since May 1 994. 

Armenian forces control not only Nagor- 
no-Karabakh but also significant other parts 
of Azerbaijan’s territory. Most Azeris have 
been driven out of the occupied areas. 


Bomb 

explodes 

outside 

Kashmiri 

separatist’s 

home 

SRINAGAR. India (R) — 
a car bomb exploded out- 
side die home of a Kash- 
miri separatist leader, injur- 
ing two people and damag- 
ing dozens of houses and 
nearby shops, Indian police 
said Saturday. 

Abdul Gani Lone, execu- 
tive member of the All 
Parties Hurriyat (Freedom) 
Conference, a separatist or- 
ganisation, accused the In- 
dian army of trying to kill 
him in the blast, which 
occurred overnight Tbe ar- 
my denied the charge. 

A group of Hurriyat lead- 
ers later lodged a protest 
with the United Nations 
Military Observer Group in 
I ndia and Pakistan 
(UNMOGIP). 

Hurriyat Chairman Omar 
Farooq, Jammu and 
Kashmir Liberation Front 
chief Yasin Malik and two 
others dodged security for- 
ces to bold their first meet- 
ing with U.N. representa- 
tives in Srinagar since the 
separatist revolt erupted in 

“We met them for 25 mi- 
nutes and we have lodged 
our protest against yester- 
day’s bomb blast,” Mr. 
Farooq told reporters out- 
side the UNMOGIP office. 

The Hurriyat chairman 
said tbe U.N. officials told 
the delegation that they 
would forward the protest 
to U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali. 

The explosion, which 
spared lone, was the latest 
in a series of attacks on 
separatist leaders’ homes. 

Unidentified gunmen at- 
tacked Mr. Lone’s house 
with grenades and auto- 
matic weapons in January. 
February and April. Tbe 
house of another Hurriyat 
leader, Syed Ali Shah Gee- 
lani, was hit by rockets last 
October and December and 
again in March. 

The Press Trust of India 
(PTI) said minutes after the 
explosion outside Mr. 
Lone’s house, unidentified 
gunmen opened fire on Mr. 
Geelani's home and threw 
a grenade. Police stationed 
outside die separatist lea- 
der’s home returned fire. 
No one was injured, PTI 
said. 



Members ofa special forces unit from Interior Ministry Troops sit at a cheek ponrtm 
tbe centre of Grozny Saturday. The talks between Russian and Chechen sdestaking 
place in Nazran, tbe capital of Ingushetia, have been postponed until Sunday (Renter 
photo) 

Suu Kyi defies Burmese 
junta, holds public meeting 


RANGOON (AFP) — Burmese opposition 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi defied threats by 
the ruling junta to close her National 
League for Democracy (NLD) to address 

4,000 cheering supporters outside her home 
Saturday. 

“We are not doing tins to provoke die 
government, we are doing this as it is our 
responsibility to tbe people " Ms. Suu Kyi 
told the crowd in front of her home. 

Tbe opposition leader's defiant stand fol- 
lowed an announcement Friday that die 
junta had issued an order giving the Home 
Ministry power to ban organisations hold- 
ing “unlawful” gatherings and jail its mem- 
bos. 

In response to the Burmese government’s 
harder line, tbe United States said it would 
send two special envoys next week to seek 
a coordinated response from South East 
Asia countries and Japan to developments 
in Burma. 

NLD Vice-Chairman Tin Oo said the 
party Central Executive Committee, which 
met earlier Saturday, would prepare a state- 
ment on its position with regard to tbe 
order, which effectively ends political 
opposition. 

Other NLD officials said they had been 
told by intelligence authorities that tbe 
weekend meetings would be banned, lead- 
ing to speculation here that the road outside 
Ms. Sun Kyi’s house would be blocked 
Saturday. 

However, the authorities made no attempt 
to stop the meeting and even removed 
barbed-wire barricades which are normally 
placed on the sides of the road to keep peo- 
ple from spilling over into the traffic. 

Stockpiles of barbed wire appeared 
overnight on each side of the opposition 
leader’s home on suburban University 
Avenue but were later removed. 

Ms. Suu Kyi has stepped up NLD activi- 
ties in recent weeks, and has pledged to 
hold a string of party congresses and write 
an alternative constitution to one being 
drafted by tbe government 

The government responded by rounding 
up 262 NLD activists ahead of a pro- 
democracy meeting on May 26. It has also 
launched blistering and often personal 


atta^lcs cm Ms. Suu Kyi and the NLD in the 
official [ness. 

Analysts said the government is poised to 
ban the NLD as it has threatened to do but 
is waiting to see how far tbe opposition 
party win go. 

The authorities have warned that they 
would ban organisations and slap prison 
terms of up to 20 years on members found 
to be breaking laws governing “untoward 
political activity” and challenging the gov- 
ernment. 

“Tbe law will strictly be applied for the 
deserving,” an editorial in the official 
English-language New Light Of Myanmar 
said Saturday. “Violators beware,” it 
warned. 

Ms. Suu Kyi has been bolding tbe meet- 
ings, which have been attended by between 

5,000 and 10,000 people in the past two 
weeks, despite existing laws banning the 
gathering of more than five people for polit- 
ical purposes. 

The official press also said Saturday that 
at least four NLD members had resigned 
from posts to which they were elected in the 
1990 elections. 

The NLD swept the vast majority of tbe 
seats up for grabs in the elections, but the 
military junta has refused honour the results 
and step down. 

Of die 262 party activists detained by the 
military authorities in the past three weeks, 
a total of 238 were NLD candidates elected 
in 1990. 

The detentions sparked international out- 
rage and the United States has announced it 
would send two special envoys next week 
to seek a coordinated response from South 
East Asia countries and Japan to develop- 
ments in Burma. 

Tbe authorities have released more than 
150 of the NLD’s elected candidates so far. 
many of whom have signed pledges to end 
their ties with die party, with other more 
stubborn party members being held on in 
detention. 

However; Ms. Sun Kyi said last week that 
any such pledges or statements were con- 
sidered to have been signed under duress 
and as such would not be recognised by the 
party as being valid. 


4 die in Indo-Pakistani border clash 


JAMMU, India (AFP) — Three Pakistanis 
and an Indian were killed Friday in fierce 
gnnbattles between tbe two countries* bor- 
der guards along the disputed Kashmir 
frontier, officials said Saturday. 

Ite Pakistanis died when paramilitary 
Indian Border Security Force (BSF) person- 
nel fired back, after coming under intermit- 
tent gunfire from the Pakistan Rangers, 
BSF officials said in this winter capital of 
Kashmir state. 

A Defence Ministry official in Islamabad 
denied that three P akistanis had been killed 
and said only one giri was injured during 
the dashes which occurred Thursday and 
Friday. 

“The Indians indulged in unprovoked fir- 
ing and we had to retaliate,” tbe official 
said, adding that the situation was calm 
Saturday. 

A BSF spokesman said the intermittent 
Pakistani firing began Wednesday in tbe 
border region of Chicken Neck, 85 kilome- 
tres southwest of Jammu. An In dian vil- 
lager, Mangal Singh, was killed Friday. 

The Rangers reportedly fired at right vil- 
lages and some isolated BSF pickets along 
the border, triggering panic among tbe 
civilian population. 

“Our men retaliated, and three Pakistanis 
were killed in a village across tbe border” 
the spokesman told AFP. “We don't know if 
the dead were Rangers or civilians ” 

“The Pakistanis have fired more than 

10,000 rounds in the last 24 boms” the 
spokesman added. “They are using ligbt- 
and medium-machine guns. Tbe firing con- 
tinued until early this morning.” 

“There is a lot of panic in the Chicken 
Neck area after the Pakistani firing ” said 
Mohan Lai, a villager who was injured in 
the gunfire and has been admitted to a hos- 
pital here. 

Indian and Pakistani border guards fre- 
quently exchange gunfire on the long and 
winding border of Kashmir, a Himalayan 
province whose ownership is disputed by 
the two bitter rivals. 


The latest border clashes coincided with 
Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhotto’s 
call to India's new leadership Tuesday to set 
aside lingering differences and resume 
bilateral talks to help end tensions in South 
Asia. 

“As civilised nations, let us sit across the 
table in a search for lasting peace,” Ms. 
Bbrnto said in a congratulatory message to 
HJX Deve Gowda after he was sworn in as 
India's lltfa prime minister on Ju ne i_ 

Ms. Bhutto’s offer of talks was biA\p^\ 
across the Indian political spectrum, includ- 
ing Hindu nationalists who were briefly in 
power in New Delhi last month as well as 
the Congress (I) Party of former Premier 
P. V- Narasimha Rao. 

On Friday, External Affairs Minister Inder 
Kumar Gujral said in New Delhi that the 
centre-left United Front coalition govern- 
ment would respond positively to Ms 
Bhutto’s appeal. 

“We are going to respond in a helpful 
way,” Mr, Gujral said. “Our response will 
appreciate the sentiments in (Bhutto’s) let- 
teL India’s policy will be to create an envi- 
ronment of peace and good neighbourii- 
ness." 

On Saturday, however; a Hindu national- 
ist politician in Kashmir, India’s only- 
Mnslim majority state, dubbed Bhutto’s 
peace overtures as a sham. 

“On the one hand, the Pakistani prime 
minister offers talks ” said Chaman Lai 
Gupta, a leader of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (Indian People’s Party) and a newlv- 
elected MP from Kashmir 

“On the other, they (Pakistan) are sending 
terrorists into India and continuously fain® 
on Indian villages and killing innocent oe<£ 

Ek” 9 u P ta said herc - “How can any 

talks be held in this atmosphere?" 

“The government of India should react 
strongly to the Pakistani firing,” he added. 

India accuses Pakistan of fomenting a 
Muslim separatist drive in Kashmir 
Islamabad denies the charge, but rives onen 
diplomatic sapper, to the ^ 


Kung-fu monks 
clean out sausage 
factory & 

BEIJING (AFP) — Chi- 
na’s Shaolin Temple, 
famed for its kung-fri fight- 
ing monks, has won a two- 
year lawsuit against a pork 
sausage manufacturer for 
linking its product to the . 
strictly vegetarian monas- 
tery. Tbe Luohe Canned 
Food Factory was forced to 
apologise to tbe monastery 
and pay 5,000 yuan ($600) 
in compensation, following 
a ruling by the Zhengzhou 
Intermediate Court in die 
central province of Henan, 
the Xinhua News Agency 
said Saturday. The lawsuit 
concerned a television ad- 
vertisement the factory 
co mmi ssioned in 1993 to 
promote its “Shaolin” 
brand sausage. Tbe com-, 
merical showed images of 
Shaolin monks practising 
their martial arts, and 
claimed the sausage was 
“sis 'famous as Shaolin 
kung-fu.” However, the 
factory had overlooked that 
fact that all Shaolin monks 
are strictly vegetarian Bud- ’• 
dhists who were more than 
a little put out by being 
nsed to endorse a pork 
product 

China panda 
balloon to fly 
round world 

BEUING (R) — China has 
launched a panda-shaped 
hot-air balloon to fly across 
the Pacific to win support 
for environmental protec- 
tion, the Xinhua News 
Agency said. The 27 me- 
tre-high balloon took off 
from Chengdu, capital of 
southwestern Sichuan 
province. Tuesday on a 
journey ac-ross China to 
Beijing and then on to - 
Japan, the Uni-ted States 1 
and Australia, Xinhua said. 

The China Association of 
Wild Ani-mal Protection 
and a Ja-panese foundation 
chose the endangered giant 
panda as the symbol of a 
campaign to boost public 
concern for environmental 
protection. Only about 
1 ,000 giant pandas 1 are be- 
lieved to survive in their 
natural hnhi tat in China. 

Shoe-less giant 
appeals for sole 
mate 

BEUING (AFP) — Chi- 
na’s tallest man has issued 
a desperate appeal to the 
country’s shoe makers to 
cobble together some ap- 
propriate footwear to fit his £ 
36 centimetre feet, Xinhua v 
reported. Huang Changqiu, 

30, who stands 2.32 metres 
(7.6 feet) tall and weighs in 
at 115 kilograms (253 
pounds), said bis gigantism 
had posed no serious prob- 
lems apart from his inabili- 
ty to purchase shoes. Mr. 
Huang, a native of central 
Hunan province, began 
growing at the age of 12 
but was only recently re- 
cognised as the country’s 
tallest man. According to 
his wife, Mr. Huang is still 
growing. “He was 1.9 me- • 
ties tall when we got mar- 
ried in 1988 and he was 
2.27 metres tall last year ” 
the agency quoted ber as 
saying. 


Couple stage 
kidnapping to 
have extra child 

BEUING (AFP) — Gras 
roots opposition to China 
so-called one-child poiic 
was highlighted by a repo 
of a couple who faked ti 
kidnapping of their daug] 
ter in order to have anothi 
child. Desperate for a sc 
but waxy of the stiff final 
rial penalties handed oi 
for violations of the famih 
planning policy, the coup 
in central Henan pro vine 
hid their daughter wii 
their in-laws. They the 
trashed their own houi 
and claimed that kidnaj 
pers had broken in ar 
taken their daughter awa 
the Legal Daily said. Tt 
rose was soon uncovers 
by the police, who are sti 
considering what steps l 
lake against the couple, d 
newspaper said. Unfa 
China’s national family 
planning policy, urban coi 
pies are only allowed or 
child, while rural couple 
can have two, or even thn 
if they belong to a mi non I 
group. 
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Chirac 
pledges 
to join 
new 
NATO 

PARIS (R) — President 
Jacques Chirac, setting out 
a blueprint for an overhaul 
of Europe’s defence and its 
arms industry, pledged Sa- 
turday to take France back 
into full membership of 
NATO if plans to boost the 
continent’s role in the al- 
liance succeed. 

He also urged European 
partners to give Russia its 
rightful place in any future 
security link-up. 

“One of France’s main 
concerns is to better share 
out responsibilities bet- 
ween the United States and 
Europe... That must be our 
priority in the next few 
months,” Mr Chirac said 
in a speech to the Ihedn 
Military School in Paris. 

NATO foreign ministers 
agreed in Berlin Monday to 
preserve U.S.-led NATO’s 
unified command bnt give 
European members more 
leeway to run their own 
missions with borrowed 
allian ce equipment and 
intelligence should Wa- 
shington decide not to take 
pan. 

“Far from loosening 
trans-Atlantic ties, the Ber- 
lin decision reinforces 
them, by giving more room 
to European initiative and 
intervention. A more res- 
ponsible partner is also a 
more trustworthy one,” Mr. 
Chirac said. 

“This decision, if it is 
borne out by events, opens 
the way to France’s full 
involvement in the struc- 
tures of an allianc e whose 
operations have been radi- 
cally transformed,” added 
Mr. Chirac, who has 
launched the most sweep- 
ing reform of France’s 
armed forces since World 
WarD. • ■ * ■ 

' Military experts still have 
to work out the details to 
put the Berlin decision into 
practice. The key question 
of how much freedom of 
action Washington will 
give its allies in using 
NATO equipment the Uni- 
ted States owns is still to be 
clarified. 

France, which quit 
NATO’s military wing in 
1966 in protest at U.S. do- 
minance, has been one of 
the most vocal advocates 
of a European defence pil- 
lar 

Mr. Chirac said the new 
pillar should be based on a 
strong European Union, a 
transformed Atlantic al- 
liance, and a European se- 
curity organisation giving 
Russia its rightful place. 

“(Russia) is on the eye of 
very significant elections. 
We must back its efforts on 
the road to democracy and 
a market economy. 

“We must make the Rus- 
sian people... understand 
that we are seeking neither 
to weaken nor to isolate it,” 
he added. 

After holding a final se- 
ries of nuclear tests in the 
South Pacific which 
sparked worldwide pro- 
tests, Me Chirac said that 
France would spare no 
effort to bring Geneva ne- 
gotiations mi a Compre- 
hensive Test Ban Treaty 
(CTBT) to a swift end. 

“In a few days time, in 
Geneva, 1 will call again 
before the disarmament 
conference for all to mo- 
bilise so that the treaty be 
signed as early as this au- 
tumn,” Mr. Chirac said. * 

As part of “a great ambi- 
tion for Europe”. Mr. Chi- 
rac said that the French 
military must be over- 
hauled to be ready to inter- 
vene in a European frame- 
work, and that France^ and 
Britain would reinforce 
their nuclear deterrent co- 
operation. 

The EU*s council should 
be entrusted with supreme 
responsibility for a com- 
mon defence policy. 

‘The creation of a Fran- 
co-German cooperation 
group is a first step towards 
this European harmonisa- 
tion of equipment plans. I 
want this group to open up 
as soon as possible to part- 
ners who share our objec- 
tives,” he said. 



China conducts nuclear test 
announces moratorium 
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Smoke streams from spot fires m a forested area north of Ancorage where the worst 
wildfires in Alaska's history have destroyed homes and nearly 36,000 acres of forest 
Fire officials expect to have the blaze folly under control by June 10 (Reuter photo) 

Alaska declared disaster area over fires 


HOUSTON, Alaska (R) — U.S. President 
Bill Clinton Friday declared a major disas- 
ter in Alaska because of wildfires still rag- 
ing in the state and sent a team to determine 
^hat federal assistance will be needed. 

J Firefighters battling the main blaze 
around the town of Houston 56 kilometres 
north of Anchorage were confronted with 
strong breezes and arid conditions that 
framed the flames. 

Forestry officials said the fire had con- 
sumed 37,760 acres (15,280 hectares) and 
-destroyed 216 homes, bams and other 
- suucturesof value.*- - 7#*».-~ 

About 1,800 people were evacuated from 
their homes in Houston and Big Lake and 
other nearby commnnities but no serious 
injuries have been reported. 

Officials say parched conditions follow- 


ing a winter drought have created high fire 
risks throughout Alaska. 

Mr. Clinton sent a team of officials to 
inspect the damage and coordinate federal 
relief efforts. The disaster declaration make 
federal relief available to victims of the fire. 

“The thought and prayers of all Ame- 
ricans are with the people of Alaska during 
this difficult time.” the president said in a 
statement issued by the White House. 

Firefighters were trying to contain anoth- 
er blaze southwest of Anchorage bordering 
on the Kenai National Wildlife. Refuge, 
home to hundreds of moose, bears and 
other animals. The park is one of Alaska’s 
roost popular tourist attractions. 

A third fire continued to bum in sparsely 
populated eastern Alaska, but had destroyed 
no buildings. 
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Elaine Elliott cries as she is held by Mark Murray as they stand in the burned-out 
ruins of their home in Big Lake, near Ancorage. Between 250-350 structures have 
been destroyed by the worst wildfires in Alaska's history (Reuter photo) 

Dole hits Clinton on credibility 


NASHVILLE (R) — Re- 
publican presidential chal- 
lenger Bob Dole attacked 
President Bill Clinton’s cre- 
dibility Friday in this coun- 
try music capital as he tried 
to head off a threatened 
storm in his own party over 
abortion. 

At a rally of several thou- 
sand young Republicans 
Sen. Dole said Mr. Clinton 
was “heavy on promises but 

light on accomplishments.’* 

He said he has been 
telling the troth about Mr. 
Clinton's record throughout 
the country and suggested 
the president had not been 
truthful, without directly 
saying so. 

Sen. Dole told the young 
Republicans meeting in an 
auditorium near the state 
capitol that the nation 
“deserves nothing less than 
100 per cent honesty from 
their president.” using the 
country music capital theme 
in his speech, Sen. Dole 
said Mr. Clinton reminded 
him of the song by Aaron 
Tippin, You’ve Got To 
Stand For Something Or 
You’ll Fall For Anything. 

Sen. Dole is in his waning 


days in Congress and will 
leave the Senate next Tues- 
day after 35 years as a law- 
maker. He will then spend 
all his energies campaign- 
ing for the presidency and 
said “telling the truth about 
Bill Qinton is a full-time 
job” 

The Kansas senator did 
not mention the abortion 
issue that he raised Thurs- 
day when he vowed he will 
not retreat from supporting 
a “pro-life” constitutional 
amendment opposing abor- 
tion in the party platform. 

Abortion is the most divi- 
sive issue among Repub- 
licans and a rigid anti-abor- 
tion stance has angered 
leading moderate Republi- 
cans who want the constitu- 
tional amendment plank 
dropped from the platform 
of party policy positions. 

Sen. Dole also said Thurs- 
day he wanted a “declara- 
tion of tolerance” in the 
platform welcoming those 
who disagree with the anti- 
abortion position and fa- 
vour legalised abortions. 

But after the Nashville 
rally he said in a television 
interview that he wanted to 


avoid a divisive platform 
fight over abortion at the 
convention in San Diego in 
August. 

“We don’t want the con- 
vention dominated by the 
media talking about one 
issue ” he said, adding that 
some in the media would 
Tike to spend all their time 
on one issue.” 

At the rally, he cam- 
paigned with former Ten- 
nessee Gov. Lamar Alexan- 
der, a one-time rival for the 
party presidential nomina- 
tion. as part of a two-day 
trip that will take him to 
Marietta, Georgia, home 
area of House Speaker 
Newt Gingrich. 

Arriving at the rally of 
several thousand mostly 
young, cheering enthusi- 
asts, the 72-year-old Dole 
was greeted by signs of 
“pro-life, pro- Dole.” 

On Friday night he was 
courtside for the second 
game of the National Bas- 
ketball Association champi- 
oaship in Chicago between 
the hometown Bulls and the 
Seattle Supersonics. 


BEUING (R) — China, the world’s 
only nuclear power still conducting 
tests, carried out a nuclear explosion at 
its western desert site Saturday and 
announced a moratorium from 
September after one final blast 

The test aroused a storm of condem- 
nation around the world with some 
leaders casting doubt on whether 
China bad been sincere in its condi- 
tional offer just two days earlier to join 
the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
(CTBT). 

Diplomats said the explosion, com- 
ing after Beijing agreed to abandon its 
demand that an international test ban 
treaty exempt “peaceful” blasts, was 
part of China’s scramble to upgrade its 
arsenal before the year-end ban on 
tests worldwide. 

The blast Saturday at the Lop Nor 
test she in the northwestern Xinjiang 
region was recorded ai Chinese time 
1 0.56 a_m. (0256 GMT) and created a 
shock that registered 5.7 on the 
Richter Scale, Australian seismologi- 
es! centres repeated. 

“Before September this year, China 
will conduct another nuclear test to 
ensure the safety of its nuclear 
weapons,” the Foreign Ministry said. 

“After that, China will exercise a 
moratorium on nuclear testing” the 
mimsby said in a statement 

China’s planned moratorium marked 
its most public commitment to join the 
four other declared nuclear powers — 


the United States, Russia, Britain and 
France — in halting tests. 

But Beijing has long indicated it 
would abandon testing only after it 
completes what it regards as a pro- 
gramme of explosions essential to 
boost its nuclear arsenal and improve 
defences. 

“For the purpose of the supreme 
interests of the state and the nation, 
China cannot but conduct the neces- 
sary and the minimum number of 
nuclear tests,” the Foreign Ministry 
said, adding that Beijing had always 
exercised “utmost restraint”. 

Australian Prime Minister John 
Howard condemned the latest Chinese 
blast as insensitive to world opinion 
while Japan's Prime Minis ter Ryu taro 
Hashimoto deplored it and urged 
Beijing not to go ahead with its 
planned final test. 

German Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel said the explosion undermined 
the flexible stance China had shown 
recently in negotiations on banning 
nuclear tests. 

The latest test was the 44ih nuclear 
explosion at the Lop Nor underground 
site since tests started there in 1964, 
Western records show. China carried 
out two tests last year and says it has 
conducted far fewer blasts than other 
powers. 

“The estimated body wave had a 
magnitude of 5.7 and preliminary esti- 
mates indicate the yield of the explo- 


sion was in the range 20 to 80 kilo- 
tonnes. This is in the middle range of 
explosions,” a spokesman for 
Australia’s Department of Foreign 
•Affairs said. 

Xinjiang residents said they felt an 
earth tremor that rattled windows and 
lasted for about half a minute. 

China told the conference on disar- 
mament in Geneva Thursday that it 
would temporarily give up its demand 
for the right to conduct “peaceful” 
nuclear blasts if other powers agreed 
to a review of the treaty in 10 years. 

Beijing's demand had been a major 
obstacle in talks to conclude the CTBT 
by a June 28 deadline. The other four 
declared nuclear powers have all 
backed the treaty without exception. 

‘This nuclear test is deplorable.” 
Damon Moglen, a spokesman for anti- 
nuclear group Greenpeace said. The 
group's MV Greenpeace set sail from 
Manila for Shanghai Saturday to 
protest against tests and should arrive 
off China around June 11. 

“C hina is not only jeopardising the 
CTBT and impending progress on 
nuclear disarmament, it is now the 
only nuclear weapons state with an 
active testing programme,” he said. 

“China will continue to work with 
other countries for the conclusion, 
within this year, of a fair, reasonable 
and verifiable treaty with universal 
adherence and unlimited duration,” 
the Foreign Ministry said. 


Seoul is planning for 
defector influx — paper 

SEOUL (R) — South have said they expect 
Korea is drawing up Pyongyang's Stalinist 
plans to handle a possi- regime to welcome 
ble mass influx of aefec- recent U.S. initiatives, 
tors from North Korea, a perhaps agreeing to a 
South Korean newspaper Joint briefing on a U.S.- 


reported Saturday. 

Legislation would lay 
down how to integrate 
North Koreans into 
South Korean society 
and provide for the 
building of a camp in the 
suburbs of Seoul, the 
Dong-A Hbo quoted un- 
named officials as say- 
ing. 

A bill to be sent to par- 
liament this year would 
also cover job training, 
recognition of North Ko- 
rean professional qualifi- 
cations and special treat- 
ment in education, tax, 
housing, finance and 
medical care, the news- 


T r said, 
spokes 


A spokesman for the 
Unification Ministry 
would neither confirm 
nor deny the report 

South and North Korea 
have been technically at 
war since the 1950-53 
Korean War. 

About 600 North Ko- 
rean defectors now live 
in the South. In recent 
months arrivals have 
picked up following 
chronic food shortages in 
the North. 

A scientist at Pyong- 
yang’s Slate Research 
Institute and a script- 
writer arrived in Seoul 
last week in the latest in a 
string of high-level de- 
fections. Last month an 
air force captain flew his 
MiG- 19 fighter across 
the border. 

The scriptwriter, Chang 
Hae-Song, told reporters 
Friday the North Korean 
economy was in a state 
of a total collapse and 
citizens were "packing 
trains to go to China to 
buy grain. 

International relief 
agencies report peasants 
eating tree bark, grass 
and roots. 

The United States con- 
firmed Friday that it is 


nergency rood 
aid for North Korea and 
officials said the contri- 
bution would be $6 mil- 
lion. 

“We are prepared in prin- 
ciple to respond positively 
to this appeal” State 
Department spokesman 

Nicholas Bums said. 

He told reporters the 
new donation — on top 
of $2 million given earli- 
er this year — was pure- 
ly for humanitarian rea- 
sons with no conditions 
attached. 

It comes after a $43.6 
million appeal 

announced Thursday by 
the United Nations to 
cope with the effects of 
floods last summer, the 
worst in 100 vears. 

Some U.S. officials 


have said they expect 
Pyongyang's Stalinist 
regime to welcome 
recent U.S. initiatives, 
perhaps agreeing to a 
joint briefing on a U.S.- 
South Korea proposal for 
four- way talks with 
China on replacing the 
armistice that ended the 
1950-53 Korean War 
with a peace treaty. 

Mr. Burns, at a news 
briefing, said obtaining 
an accounting of 8,100 
Americans missing from 
the war remains an 
objective and toward this 
end, a Defence Depart- 
ment delegation would 
be in Pyongyang starting 
Saturday to discuss the 
issue with North Korean 
officials. 

Pentagon officials said 
the U.S. team hopes to 
stay about one week and 
arrange the logistics for 
an unprecedented joint 
search for American 
remains. 

The trip was made pos- 
sible by a breakthrough 
accord last month In 
which Washington ag- 
reed to pay cash-strappal 
Pyongyang $2 million 
for turning over 162 sets 
of remains in 1993 and 
1994. 

Meanwhile, in another 
sign that North Korea 
has become a political 
issue in the 1996- presi- 
dential campaign, pre- 
sumed Republican nomi- 
nee Bob Dole attacked 
the U.S. aid decision. 

“In spite of North 
Korea’s determined chal- 
lenges to American inter- 
ests, President Clinton 
bas decided to subsidise 
a country that devotes its 
own resources to the 
appetite of an insatiable 
military," Sen. Dole, who 
is soon to step down as 
Senate majority leader, 
said in a statement 

Sen. Dole, who has ac- 
cused Mr. Clinton of “cod- 
dling” Pyongyang, said: 
“The hallmarks of Presi- 
dent Clinton’s foreign poli- 
cy are on display in the 
derision to provide more 
aid to North Korea: Incon- 
sistency, reversal, reward- 
ing enemies of the United 
Slates, mishandling rela- 
tions with allies, misalloca- 
tion of resources and con- 
ducting foreign policy by 
franchise” 

At a news briefing, Mr. 
Bums said Washington 
would coordinate on the aid 
issue with allies Japan and 
South Korea over the week- 
end and then Mr. Clinton 
will make a formal deci- 
sion. 

“But I think we are pre- 
pared in principle to go for- 
ward,” he said. 

Mr. Bums said the level 
of U.S. aid was still being 
studied but officials said 
privately it would be about 
$6 million. 



Taiwan President Lee Teng-Hui waves to journalists 
after a meeting of the ruling party's leadership in 
Taipei Saturday. Mr. Lee shuffled his cabinet Saturday, 
tapping veteran officials to lead the government's eco- 
nomic competitiveness drive and seeking to fulfil a 
campaign promise to promote in new talent (Reuter 
photo) 

Lee forms Taiwan’s 1st 
post-election cabinet 

TAIPEI (R) — President Lee Teng-Hui shuffled Taiwan’s 
cabinet Saturday, tapping veteran officials to lead the gov- 
ernment’s global competitiveness drive while seeking to 
fulfil a campaign promise to promote new talent. 

Spokesman Hansen Chien of the ruling Nationalist Party, 
who unveiled the new line-up. dismissed opposition crum- 
bling that the premiership and other top posts were left 
unchanged or given to established party heavyweights. 

“Despite what outsiders say about the name list, if we 
look objectively it should be regarded as a new beginning,” 
Mr. Chien said at a news conference, noting that 29 out of 
40 posts went to cabinet newcomers. . 

Mr. Lee campaigned for the presidency in March on a 
pledge to switch premiefs and rejuvenate the cabinet, yet 
be retained Premier Lien Chan. 

Analysts said the new line-up reflected a strong commit- 
ment to boosting Taiwan's economic competitiveness to 
ensure survival despite acute political isolation imposed by 
rival China. 

Economics Minister Chiang Pin-Kung was promoted to 
replace Hsu Li-Teh as head of the policy-forming Council 
for Economic Planning and Development, while the 
Finance Ministry’ went to Central Bank Deputy Governor 
Paul Chiu. 

“Economic issues will be the biggest challenge to die 
new' cabinet,” said banking expert Norman Yin of National 
Chengchi University. “We can clearly see ihat promoting 
Taiwan into an Asia-Pacific business operation centre will 
be the new cabinet's top priority.” 

Two key China-related posts — defence minister and 
head of the powerful Mainland Affairs Council — were 
left unchanged. 

Beijing regards Taiwan as a renegade province unquali- 
fied for sovereign diplomatic ties. Taiwan’s government is 
recognised by only 31 countries. 

In an echo of the Nationalists' 1911-1959 rule of China, 
the Foreign Ministry portfolio went to John Chang — a 
grandson of late President and Nationalist Generalissimo 
Chiang Kai-Shek. 

U.S. -educated Chang is the only “Chiang dynasty" 
descendant active in politics. His father was Chiang Ching- 
Kuo, who inherited the presidency on his father's death in 
1975. He bears his mother’s surname because his parents 
did not many. 

The main casualty of the reshuffle was Justice Minister 
Ma Ying-Jeou, a Harvard-educated lawyer whose aggres- 
sive drive on corrupt politicians won huge public support 
— but is said to have made enemies in the ruling party. 

Demoted to minister wiLhout portfolio, Mr. Ma is seen as 
a victim of party politics. He is replaced by fellow graft- 
buster Liao Cheng-Huo, head of the ministry's 
Investigation Bureau. 
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Symptoms matter less 

SYRIA'S OFFICIAL daily A1 Thawra may have set 
the tone for the Damascus summit grouping Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad, President Hosni Mubarak 
and Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah Urn Abdul Aziz 
when on Friday it expressed the view that unity 
“constitutes the Arab people's most powerful weapon 
to confront the difficulties and challenges” posed by 
the Likud's return to power in Israel. Now there is 
talk about convening a broader Arab summit com- 
prising no less than 10 Arab leaders to forge a united 
stand in the face of Che new developments in the 
Middle East. The article of faith in Arab unity is for 
us an understatement since it is a foregone conclusion 
that the overall Arab weakness vre-a-vis Israel no 
matter what sort of government that state has is 
attributable first and foremost to divisions in our 
ranks. 

Bat it is one thing to talk about Arab unity and 
quite another to lay the groundwork for and actually 
achieve it. Jordan has campaigned and struggled 
against Arab disunity by word and deed right from 
the start. Jordan also pleaded against manipulat ion 
by some Arab countries of the causes of others 
whether within the context of the Arab-IsraeH conflict 
or otherwise. What transpired on some Arab fronts, 
though, suggested that there was a whale of d i fference 
between the rhetoric on unity, on the one hand, and 
reality as it enfolded before oar eyes. Stfli, we 
continue to champion die return to unity as the only 
solution to our common problems not only with 
regard to the Jewish state but also in relation to the 
host qf other regional and international issues that 
face us. j. 

We happen to believe that the election of Benyamin 
Netanyahu poses a set of new variables and challenges 
which call for a united Arab stand. His government’s 
platform is fast crystallising and suggests Jhat his 
hardline campaign rhetoric on Jerusalem, the Palesti- 
nian and Syrian territories under occupation since 
1967 has not disappeared. Therefore, holding an 
expanded Arab summit is the least that the Arab 
World can be expected to do at this critical stage. As 
the Crown Prince of Saadi Arabia has stated on the 
eve of the start of the summit in the Syrian capital, the 
Arabs seek peace and not surrender. 

While Jordan yesterday did indeed come out in 
support of the idea of convening an Arab summit in 
Cairo later this month, as His Majesty King Hussein 
said it would in a television interview Friday we have 
to be dear on two points. The first is that nothing will 
be more damaging than forging a superficial sign of 
unity that breaks down at every juncture. And the 
second is that the cause of the upcoming summit 
should not be just to serve the interests of one 
participating country at the expense of the others. 
Transient considerations cannot serve permanent 
causes or strategic goals. The Cairo Summit will 
succeed only if its whole effort is directed at fighting 
the root causes of Arab ills rather than the symptoms 
that surface from time to time. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


IRAN SHOULD stop interfering in other countries’ 
internal affairs if it wishes to keep good relations with 
them and if it does not wish to see others interfering in 
its own internal affairs, demanded Mahmoud Rimawi, a 
writer for Al Ra'i Saturday. In commenting on die 
ongoing dispute between Bahrain and Teheran over the 
alleged Bahraini accusations that Tehran has been 
behind the disturbances and the explosions in Manama, 
the writer said that Iran should realise that its cultural, 
religious and other ties linking it with the Arab World 
require it to refrain from tampering with the security 
ana stability of its Arab neighbours in the Gulf. Inter- 
fering in other countries’ affairs contravenes all norms 
and international rules and is not justified by any 
. excuse, he added. Having levelled continued criticism 
at the U.S. for interfering in other countries' affairs, 
Tehran should not follow in Washington's footsteps and 
copy its example and commit the same blunder, he cau- 
tioned. The writer said that Tehran's unacceptable 
involvement in Bahrain's affairs and the recent distur- 
bances there are seen as yet another example of its 
attempts to influence politics in Lebanon where its 
backing of the Hizbollah resistance group has created 
tension with the Lebanese government 

A WRITER for Al Ra’i daily Saturday compared Israeli 
premier elect Benyamin Netanyahu’s contacts with the 
leaders of Oman, Mauritania and Tunisia and disregard- 
ing Israel's peace partner Yasser Arafat as an attempt to 
place the cart before the horse and deceiving the Arab 
Nation. Sultan Al Hattab said that by ignoring the Pales- 
tinian partners in the peace-making process, Netanyaha 
is following the example of his predecessor Yitzhak 
Shamir at the Madrid Peace conference and is acting in 
an irresponsible manner that is bound to undermine die 
whole peace process. Israel should realise, said die 
writer, that the Palestine question lies at the heart of the 
whole Middle East conflict and unless this question is 
resolved in cooperation with and the consent of the 
Palestinian people and their leaders, there can be no 
chance for the Jewish state to establish normal relations 
with the other Arabs, warned the writer. He said it is 
also regrettable to see leaders of other Arab states ignor- 
ing the Palestinian leaders and holding meetings with- 
out them to discuss matters concerning Palestine as well 
as their own interests in connection with matters related 
to Israel and the Arab World. He said that these Arabs 
are copying Netanyahu’s example and are trying to 
ignore the Palestinians. 


By Dr. Failed Fanek 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


Failure awaits Cairo economic summit 


ONLY FOUR more months separate us from the date set. 
for the Cairo economic summit, better known as 
Casablanca 3. Yet we hardly bear or read anything regard- 
ing this summit and the preparations supposed to be under 
way, neither here in Jordan nor in Egypt which will host 
die next Middle East economic conference, erroneously 
described as summit 

It is obvious that the enthusiasm with which this chain of 
conferences was met has declined. The great hopes and 
expectations which axe unleashed, first in Casablanca in 
1994 and then is Amman is 1995, turned ont to be a big 
disappointment So much so that the third summit fails to 
elicit attention. In fact, we do not know yet how Jordan 
will be represented, its strategy or objectives. It seems as 
if the government has no idea, and the private sector is not 
interested. 

Perhaps the real purpose behind this chain of confer- 
ences was to arrange face-to-face meetings between the 
Arab and the Israeli leaders and businessmen, at all levels. 
This objective was achieved, and it is not vary import a nt 
to repeat it under the lights of TV cameras and media 
attention. 

Arab-Israeli hand shakes are no more sensational news 


fit for front pages, they shifted to the internal pages. 

If these economic conferences were meant to lay down 
the foundations for the so called “New Middle East” or 
Middle East order, then we can conclude that the confer- 
ences most have reached an impasse. 

The Middle East market as a project, is destined to fail- 
ure. It does not have a chance to succeed. The attempt 
failed even among Arab countries. When we add Israel, 
Turkey and perhaps Iran, the mission becomes rather 
impossible. 

The four Middle East institutions which were called for 
in Casablanca and repeated in Amman did not prove fea- 
sible or operative. They are: the Middle East Development 

Bank, die Regional Business Council, the Regional 
Tourism Board, and the Executive Secretariat; none of 
them was bom at all, or they were still bom. 

The only engine pushing the whole project is the United 
States, which is not giving the region priority in its foreign 
affair s, except when the issue at hand has anything to do 
with Israel and its security. The Europeans are taking a 
negative position. They simply resent being excluded 
from the show except when it comes to financing, other- 
wise they would have followed the lead of the U.S. 


Thus, Europeans are ready to att^d conferenc^ aiKi 
participate in the discussions. As for fwtog of ^ > 
ican and Israeli creative ideas, it should bcs^iddered by 
America* along with the presage of the political achieve- 
ments scored by President Bill Ointon. Europeans me 
excluded to prevent an even-handed approach to the Arab- 

the Middle East economic summits ;are 
meamw be addressed to the private sector. However, Arab 
and foreign investors did not react. They are not yet forth- 
coming because they still await tte real^ con^eten- 
sivepeace in the whole region which, so far, 
rialis&lsrael is still holding to the Palestinian West Bank, 
the Syrian Golan Heights and the Leban^so^ern MW. 
Palestinians are still in a large prison; 200,000 Arabs in 
Hebron are not worth disturbing 400 Israeli sewers- 
As if all this were not enough, we have a hardline gov- 
ernment to lead Israel during the coming four crucial 
years. The extremely slow peace process will become 
slower, if it will move at all. Bailing a miracle, the Middle 
East peace process is going to die. Economic summits 
may be among the collateral casualties. 


Governance that promotes prosperity is liberal 


By Hilton L. Root 

MANILA — The path to 
democracy in South Korea 
and Taiwan was paved by 
state institutions that held 
those who controlled the 
levers of power responsible 
for policy results. When 
elections were introduced, 
strong party identities had 
already been established, 
making party leaders 
accountable. Elections 
became an opportunity to 
“throw the rascals out” 

In India, a functioning 
democracy has evolved that 
does not have to justify 
itself by being able to pro- 
vide economic develop- 
ment Some critics claim 
that India's political “matu- 
rity” is the reason for many 
of its economic problems. 
However, the two are unre- 
lated. 

Democracy in India 
failed ro provide basic 
security for economic 
rights. As in many develop- 
ing countries, Indians were 
prohibited from expatriat- 
ing their wealth. Civil liber- 
ties were protected (citi- 
zens could express any 
opinion they chose) but 
property rights were limit- 
ed by roles that prohibited 
the conversion of wealth 
into foreign currencies or 
overseas investments. 
Firms needed government 


licences to make even rou- 
tine decisions about invest- 
ing. 

In P akis tan, despite a 
constitutional legacy that 
provides checks and bal- 
ances, in practice laws can 
be amendki, and civil ser- 
vants transferred by execu- 
tive action. Budgetary allo- 
cation can be modified 
without parliament's con- 
sent, the census can be 
called off, and local elec- 
tions can be delayed largely 
due to political considera- 
tions. 

The enactment of thou- 
sands of exemptions to the 
commercial code allows 
government in Pakistan to 
provide selective benefits 
to firms. Sometimes protec- 
tion is offered to a particu- 
lar factory within a given 
sector, thus distorting com- 
petition. 

When laws change 
according to who is in 
charge, no one's property is 
secure. Without limits on 
the power of elected offi- 
cials, political disputes 
often take a violent course. 

Weak inputs into policy- 
making, discretionary regu- 
lations and the capricious 
enforcement of property 
rights help explain why 
Asia’s oldest ' democracies 
rank lower in social devel- 
opment indicators. In the 
United Nations’ rating of 


‘Baltic dilemma' 
worries NATO planners 


By Patrick Lannin 

Reuter 

VILNIUS — As the Baltic 
states of Latvia, Estonia 
and Lithuania press the 
West to give them NATO 
membership, western 
strategists warn that the 
three small countries could 
create big problems. 

The Baits dropped out of 
the international limelight 
after their spectacular and 
bloody secession from the 
former Soviet Union in 
1991. 

But analysts say the three 
countries have put them- 
selves back on the 
international agenda as 
they seek a solution to the 
“Baltic dilemma” — how 
to meet Baltic demands for 
security without alienating 
Russia. 

“History has shown that 
events in the Baltics often 
have repercussions well 
beyond tbe region,” the 
influential U.S. think-tank, 
the Rand Corporation, said 
in a recent repot 

“If mishandled, the Baltic 
issue has the potential to 
derail NATO enlargement 

redraw fee security map in 
northeastern Europe and 
provoke a crisis between 
fee West and Russia,” it 
added. 

0 The Balts see NATO and 
European Union (EU) 
membership as key to 
ensuring their integration 
with a western world from 
which they were cut off 
during 50 years of Soviet 
rule. 

They also want to break 
fee circle of history in 
which they were repeatedly 
occupied by fee major 
powers around them. 

Russia, ruler of the Balts 
for 200 years before a brief 


period of independence 
between tbe world wars, is 
not seen as a military threat 
now. 

But the Balts remain wary 
and concerns were high- 
lighted recently by a series 
of articles in the Russian 
press, where hardline 
defence analyst Anton 
Surikov said Russia may 
have to move troops into 
the Baltic states to pre- 
empt any NATO moves. 

Estonia in particular has 
recently faced accusations 
from fee Russian media 
that it is involved in arms 
running and drug smug- 
gling, heightening its feel- 
ing of insecurity. 

But tbe Rand strategists 
conceded there was a lack 
of political will in tbe west 
to provoke Moscow by 
admitting Latvia, Lithuania 
and Estonia in a first wave 
of enlargement. 

As one U.S. diplomat 
expressed it succinctly: “Is 
someone from St Louis 
prepared to die defending 
Daugavpils (in eastern 
Latvia)? I don’t think so,” 
he said. 

Such talk angers tbe 
Balts, who say they are in 
far greater need of protec- 
tion than fee Central Euro- 
pean states of Poland, Hun- 
gary and the Czech Repub- 
lic, tipped for early NATO 
entry. 

Russia is vehemently 
opposed to any expansion 
of NATO to the east and is 
very sensitive over fee 
Baltics, wife which it 
shares thousands of kilo- 
metres of border: 

During fee Soviet period, 
fee military bases and lis- 
tening posts made the 
Baltic states a key pan' of 
Moscow’s defences. 


173 countries, the Philip- 
pines was ranked 99, Pak- 
istan 132, India 135 and 
Bangladesh 146, lower than 
many of their mace authori- 
tarian Asian counterparts. 

Of the larger countries, 
only Indonesia, which start- 
ed at a much lower level 
than the Philippines, per- 
formed worse, although 
better than most south 
Asian democracies. 

Tbe rankings of Asia’s 
most venerable democra- 
cies alongside the world's 
most notorious dictator- 
ships in providing social 
welfare suggest several 
compelling generalisations. 

The existence of institu- 
tions to make politicians 
responsible for outcomes 
cannot be assumed just by 
having procedures for pop- 
ular participation in elec- 
tions. The existence of 
multi-party elections .tells 


us little that is meaningful 
about the characteristics of 
tbe political systems feat 
preserve free markets. 
Unfettered government dis- 
cretion over economic deci- 
sion making foils to bring 
about social or economic 
development in democra- 
cies and dictatorships alike. 

The missing link feat 
unites democracy with eco- 
nomic performance is liber- 
alism. “Liberalism” is not a 
term typically found in the 
language of countries or 
organisations that provide 
international aid, but it is 
the key to what distinguish- 
es those nations that suc- 
ceed economically from 
those that fail. 

The notion of governance 
is tbe bridge to liberalism 
fear will allow international 
organisations to alter the 
course of economic change 
*-©f >both - democracies - and 


dictatorships. 

The definition of gover- 
nance fear has become most 
broadly accepted by those 
organisations whose busi- 
ness is economic develop- 
ment, such as the World 
R ank and the Asian Devel- 
opment Bank, includes 
measures to ensure an 
accountable, ' predictable 
and transparent policy envi- 
ronment. This definition, 
which includes procedures 
to guarantee that rules gov- 
erning property rights are 
fairly and impartially 
enforced, limits the arbi- 
trary use of state power, 
hence its essence is liberal- 
ism. 

States wife democratic 
procedures sometimes 
develop liberal institutions 
less quickly than their non- 
democratic counterparts. If 
multi-party elections do not 
necessarily generate a liber- 


al economic order, then east 
Asian leaders should .not 
apologise for failing to 
develop Western institu- 
tions during the transition 
to a mar ket-based economy. 

By pressing for good gov- 
ernance, instead of pursu- 
ing democracy as an end in 
itself, countries and organi- 
sations feat provide 
international aid may get 
something they value even 
more — a firm foundation 
for democratic practice. 


The writer, a senior 
research fellow at Stanford 
University's Hoover Institu- 
tion, is author of “Small 
Countries. Big Lessons: 
Governance and the Rise of 
East Asia This article is 
reprinted from the 
International Herald Tri- 
bune. '■ 


LETTERS 


Gender fair 


To tbe Editor 

WELL, well, another so-called “honour killing” and the 
murderer gets off wife a one year jail sentence, presum- 
ably because he killed his two sisters “in a fit of fury” 
and to “cleanse the family’s honour”. 

What do we deduce from this? That you are permitted 
to let a temporary fit of anger and “moral indignation” 
(of coarse, most of these young men who kill their sis- 
ters are towers of moral impeccability) control yon so 
that you can kin a person, no, two persons, in cold 
blood. 

Of course this does not bold in all cases, bat only in 
fee case of tbe killing of women. If there is the slightest 
suspicion, maybe even a rumour that a neighbourhood 
lrid starts, that your daughter or sister has been fooling 
around, go ahead and kfli her without asking any ques- 
tions. And it goes without saying that your family and 
dan will not press charges, in fact they will hail you as 
a hero. 

When tbe court slaps a mere one-year sentence on 
someone who kills in this way. it is giving tacit approval 
to the act, and encouraging more of fee same in the 
future. Maybe they should have awarded him a new 
Mercedes. 

One would only wish there were a way of holding 
men accountable for their immoral behaviour. 

Bob Robertson, 
P.O.Box 4105, 

A mman 


Shattered dream 

To tbe Editor 

IN THE Arab World fee traditional “Ahlan wa sahlan”, 
the words by which any Arab receives guests, do not 
represent just an idiom that in time has lost its connota- 
tion. By now, as I rightfully came to consider myself a 
true Jordanian, I have learnt feat the welcoming salute of 
Arabs, and Jordanians in particular, brings out one of the 
most beautiful and deeply rooted features of tbe Arab 
character hospitality. 

Recently, however, I had the misfortune of having to 
doubt the genuineness of it all. 

An unfortunate incident I had with one of the well- 
respected governmental bodies marig me resort to writ- 
ing about my insignificant encounter with tbe hard toil- 
ing but far from efficient civil servants pop ulatin g the 
offices of our governmental institutions. 

Like a true Jordanian, I invited a friend of mine who 
resides in France, to come as my guest to Jordan. Every- 
thing was settled to minute details and my friend booked 
herself for June 12. Yet, unpredictable events always 
happen, and at the embassy of Jordan in Paris, my friend 
was asked to apply for an entry visa. She resides in 
Fiance with fee status of refugee and has been granted a 
French LD. and a T«re de Voyage (Travel Document) 
issued by fee French Ministry of Interior, in accordance 
with the stipulations of fee Convention for Refugees of 
July 28, 1951. A copy of her document which clearly 
states feat the bearer is entitled to travel and enter any 
country in the world except the country of her birth was 
filed wife fee application for visa at the Ministry of Inte- 


rior in Jordan. 

At the time when tbe application was submitted, the 
civil servant from behind the counter assured me very 
politely that the answer would be ready in 14 days. 
After the elapse of that period, much to my disconcert, 
the answer was negative. The same civil servant 
informed me of the rejection without giving any sound 
reasons. However, at my speechless reaction, be men- 
tioned that Jordan does not grant entry visas on such 
documents. Nevertheless, he claimed be had to receive 
and forward fee application (maybe jnst to keep other 
civil servants, his colleagues, busy and justify their 
salaries) since applications cannot be rejected. 

Definitely, I found the reasoning absurd or at least 
beyond my logical capacity of comprehension. 

What I comprehended perfectly was that I wasted 
my time, my friend’s time, who had carefully made all 
arrangements for travelling to Jordan, and so much 
time of the civil servants’ woiking hours. 

How much more simple .things could be if, suppos- 
edly, there were regulations to ban people holding 
such travel documents from entering Jordan (and here 
I would like to mention that my friend’s travel docu- 
ment bears entry visas to tbe U.K. and several other 
Western European countries, and is a refugee from a 
former eastern European country, posing as such no 
threat whatsoever to any of tbe region’s problems) and 
those concerned were told from the very beginning of 
these stipulations. 

However, the occurrence granted me the chance to 
nave a glimpse at the much respected institution that 
issues all kind of permits in Jordan, just to realise that 
the die-hard civil servants seem to cling to old ways 
and resist change. Can tbe leopard change its spots? 

Years back . wbefi I came to Jordan as a stranger I was 
moved by the simplicity and kind-hearteditess wife 
which I was received and adopted. Jordan quickly 
became my second home. Moreover, it has given me 

SSw 0nn 2i[ J ^ r 10 wltDess “d eventually bring my 
modest conbibution to the positive changes and the 
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Aminan Statement consolidates Japanese- Jordanian relations 


Foiling is the full text of the Amman Statement adopted at the end of a one- 

tLTZZTnfl I 7 aneS ^K^ tt , relati ° nS M *in Amman on Saturday, 
]une 8 , as part of the Japan Week in Jordan : “ 
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IN THE light and spirit of the 
Tokyo Declaration, the his- 
toric document issued at the 
end of the “Symposium on 
Japanese-Jordanian Rela- 
tions: Peace and Beyond: 
The Roles of Jordan and 
Japan,” convened in Tokyo 
on May 22, 1995 within the 
activities of the Jordan Week 
In Japan, and inaugurated by 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Al Hassan Ben Talal 
and His Imperial ' Highness 
Crown Prince Namhito, the 
Japanese and Jordanian par- 
ties met again to hold “The 
Symposium on Japanese- 
Jordanian Relations II: Part- 
nership Towards the 21st 
Century.” 

Deliberations and discus- 
sions during the symposium 
confirmed the fundamental 
righteousness of the princi- 
ples and proposals raised in 
the Tokyo Declaration. The 
views of die participants in 
the symposium, like in the 
symposium in Tokyo, were 
basically in accord and com- 
plementary to each other in 
line with the close ties be- 
tween the two countries. 


The symposium was held in 
Amman, the capital of Jor- 
dan, on June 8, 1996, under 
the patronage of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince A1 
Hassan Ben Talal and His 
Imperial Highness Prince 
Takamado. It was organised 
jointly by the Jordanian Insti- 
tute of Diplomacy and the 
Middle East Institute of 
Japan and sponsored by the 
Jordanian National Commit- 
tee for the Japan Week in 
Jordan and the Japanese 
National Committee for the 
Japan Week in Jordan, with 
the support of both the gov- 
ernments of Japan and Jor- 
dan. 

Both parties are committed 
to sustaining peace, prosper- 
ity and economic develop- 
ment in the Middle East. 
Furthermore, a deep interest, 
on the part of Japan and 
Jordan, was dearly evident 
during the discussions of the 
symposium, particularly with 
respect to Japan's role in the 
economic development of 
Aria and all prospects of fu- 
ture cooperation between the 
Middle East and East Aria in 


die future. 

In this respect, the follow- 
ing conclusions have been- 
reached in the symposium: 

1. The participants agree 
that the close friendship and 
mutual bilateral understand- 
ing have been further streng- 
thened and enhanced by the 
visit of Hb Imperial Highness 
Crown Prince Naruhito and 
Her Imperial Highness Prin- 
cess Masako to Jordan in 
January of 1995, the Jordan 
Week in Japan (1995), Prime 
Minister Murayama’s visit to 
Jordan (1995), and the Japan 
Week in Jordan inaugurated 
this year, 19%, in Amman. 
The participants strongly 
hope that all levels of bilater- 
al exchanges and cooperation 
between the two govern- 
ments, and the private sec- 
tors of both sides, will be 
invigorated more than ever 
before in order to consolidate 
the friendly relations. These 
dose relations of friendship 
and cooperation between 
Japan and Jordan are ex- 
ceedingly significant not only 
for the benefit of both conn- 
tries, but also for strengthen- 


Regent outlines Jordan's approach 


(Conthmed from page 1) 


of Jordanian peace initiatives 
as Jordan moves to recon- 
struct its political, social and 
economic environment,” said 
the Crown Prince. “Our 
Japanese friends recognise 
the great and strategic signifi- 
cance of regional security and 
stability as well as the pivotal 
role Jordan can and will con- 
tinue to play in this context. 

“We both firmly believe in 
peace, liberalisation and 
market-friendly reforms, 
multi-party democracies as 
well as respect for human 
dignity and human rights...,” 
said die Crown Prince. J ' ■ 

He noted that Jordan had 
taken many measures ip- 
wards liberalising its eco-.. 

. nomy and making the invest-' 
ment climate in the Kingdom 
attractive to international in- 
vestors through enhancing 
the role of the private sector. 

The Regent also pointed to 


Arab summit 

(Continued from page 1) 

“The three leaders discus- 
sed the situation on the Arab 
arena and decided to seek... 
the rebuilding of Arab soli- 
darity... to preserve the joint 
national security and protect 
the higher interests of die 
Arab^ Nation,” it said. 

“To achieve this goal, the 
leaders agreed to call for an 
Arab summit in Cairo during 
the period... of June 21-23, 
1996, and to have President 
Hosni Mubarak... issue in- 
vitations for the participating 
Arab parties.” 

Arab leaders have been 
alarmed by Mr. Netanyahu's 
refusal to commit himself to 
giving back occupied Arab 
territories for peace. 

The leadens called upon the 
United States and Russia, the 
co-sponsors of the A ra ti- 


the success of the ongoing 
economic restructuring prog- 
ramme in Jordan and the 
results that the Kingdom has 
achieved in macro-economic 
terms. 

He cited to the series of 
economy-related legislation 
adopted by the Kingdom 
aimed at enhancing the in- 
vestment environment and 
the commercialisation and 
privatisation of state-owned 
entities as well as die coun- 
try's commitment to changing 
business-related laws such as 
corporate legislation and cus- 
toms, anti-trust, and intellec- 
tual property right laws. 

. At the same time, Jordan 
needs to do a lot more parti- 
cularly in terms of formulat- 
ing a sound industrial policy 
and this is an area where 
Japan could strongly help the 
Kingdom, he said. 

“Our emulation of the 


Israeli peace negotiations, to 
continue their support to the 
process which started in 1991. 

“Tbe leaders stressed con- 
fidence in the ability of the 
Arab Nation to defend its 
legitimate rights through soli- 
darity and unity,” the state- 
ment said. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who is 
trying to put together a gov- 
erning coalition, on Thursday 
proposed “confidence- 
buflding” moves with Syria 
ahead of a full peace deal 
although he ruled out a with- 
drawal from the Golan 
Heights. 

The tripartite meeting in 
Damascus was the fourth in a 
series of top-level sessions 
between Arab leaders since 
Mr. Netanyahu defeated 
Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres, a declared champion 
of the land-for-peace princi- 
ple, in May '29 polls. 

Mr. Mubarak said Arab 


Japanese model during the 
specialised session of this 
Japan Week m Jordan, our 
learning from East Asia, our 
learning from our Japanese 
counterparts is crucial and 
invaluable to the success of 
this industrialisation initiative 
in the years ahead,” he said.: 
We will follow your lead and 
we do value your long- 
standing experience in bold- 
ing this Japan Week in Jor- 
dan. 

“We will enhance every 
moment of benefit in making 
this a valuable step in our 
shared learning process.” 

Following are major ex- 
cerpts from the Regent’s 
address: 

“I believe 1 speak forall Jorda- 
nians when I express . my_ high 
-expectation- for the success of -the - 
Japan W eek in Jordan, and our 
anticipation of an active ex- 
change of views in rich dialogue, 
enhancing understanding and 
- consolidating the long-standing 
affinity between the leadersh ip 

leaders would arrive in Cairo 
on June 21 and tire summit 
would continue through June 
22 and 23. 

“We will send the invita- 
tions to Arab leaders and 
from today we will begin 
contacts with them. We will 
pre par e a working document 
as well as all tire necessary 
documents for the summit,” 
be added. 

In their statement on 
Saturday, Syria, Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia also urged Tur- 
key to reconsider its military 
deal with Israel which has 
prompted sharp criticism 
from Muslim states. 

The statement issued in 
Damascus expressed deep 
concern over the accord 
which, according to Turkish 
press reports, allows Israeli 
warplanes to fly over Turkey. 

“The leaders expressed 
'hope that Turkey adopts a 
policy which goes in line with 


mg ties between East and 
West Asia. 

2. Efforts to effect peace in 
the Middle East, to overcome 
mountainous difficulties, par- 
ticularly since the two parties 
last met in Tokyo a year ago, 
are very admirable. The 
Israeli-Palestinian Interim 
Agreement on the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip is an 
especially remarkable 
achievement. The great cour- 
age and creative initiatives of 
His Majesty King Hussein 
Ben Talal and His Majesty's 
government have contributed 
to the progress of the Middle 
East peace process and to the 
stability of the region. Ensur- 
ing a peace based cm mutual 
trust and cooperation and 
surmounting all stumbling 
blocks and hostilities are 
among urgently needed mea- 
sures in the Middle East. The 
crucial importance of these 
goals is clearly evident in the 
annals of the history of 
humanity within the 
framework of creating a more 
peaceful world. The experi- 
ence of East Asia, which has 
achieved great success in its 
outstanding economic de- 
velopment, shows that global 
peace and political stability 
are crucially necessary for 
continuous economic de- 


of Jordan and Japan, that has 
lead to so many successful part- 
nerships and hopefully will open 
into more fruitful broad-based 
cooperation between West and 
East Asia. 

“Our peace treaty with Israel 
promises the potential of a new 
bom and long awaited initiative. 
Safeguarding such potential, 
through mutual respect and 
cooperation, can yet become a 
model for cooperation and a 
regional precursor on which 
others can build. 

“Such an inviting vision of a 
prosperous and stable Middle 
East cannot be realised, howev- 
er, until all the preconditions of 
peace and security for all are 
met The cause and effect domi- 
no reaction of recent conflict, 
from suicide bombings in the 
heart of Israel to the closures of 
Gaza and the West Bank and the 
Israeli attacks on southern Leba- 
non, all remind us that peace and 
security in our region can only be 
achieved through pragmatic 
sterawith universally tangible 
ana positive impact 

“Last month the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan celebrated 
fifty yean of its independence. In 
looking bade, we find we have 
come a long way. Jordan has 

good neighbourly ties, joint 
interests and respect of Arab 
interests,” the statement 
said. 

“lire leaders express their 
anxiety and concern over the 
recent Israeli-Turidsh deal 
and demand Turkey recon- 
sider this agreement," the 
statement said. 

Turkish officials have play- 
ed down the importance of 
the deal with Israel saying it 
was only an agreement on 
training. They said Ankara 
had signed many similar 
agreements with other states. 

The Turkish- Israeli deal 
was signed in February by the 
outgoing government of Mri 
Peres. 

Western diplomats say the 
pact was a strong warning to 
Syria and Iran, which Ankara 
holds responsible for foster- 
ing separatist Kurdish rebels 
demanding autonomy or in- 
dependence in southeast Tur- 
key. 


King urges Israel to honour agreements Hariri 


moves in the times ahead." 

The King reaffirmed 
Jordan's support for the 
Palestinian quest to establish 
their state. "The Palestinian 
state is very dear to the 
hearts of Palestinians and I 
hope that they will' 
themselves decide exactly 
what is in their best interest 
ind I hope that they will 
achieve," he said. 

Asked whether hfi believed 
that he would see the "rebirth 
of Palestine in his life time,' 
the King said: "1 do believe 
that Palestioians will secure 
and will have to exercise 
their rights on their 
legitimate soil." 

"It is up to the Palestinians' 
to deride whether they will 
want their independent state, 
how independent would it 
be, or (how) the relations 
will be with others," the 
King said. "We got the 
Israeli dimension and Arab 
dimension...." 

Referring to suggestions or 

a Jordanian-Palestjman 

confederation, the King said 
it would be counterproductive 
to discuss future Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations now 

"We have very close ties. 


(Continued from page 1) 

but there is nothing worse 
than setting positions in 

advance if any one 

wants to harm relations 
between Jordanians and 
Palestinians then he will 
suggest that," he said. 

"If we have any credibility 
in this world we will use it to 
help bring about a 

■comprehensive peace in this . 

area and to serve the 
Palestinian people and let 
the future take care of itself," 
the King added. "When 
people are free, when they 
are able to think for 
themselves under different 
conditions, then we will see 
how relations will develop. 

The King said he was ready 
to use his "best assets and. 
possibilities" to help bridge 
the gaps between Israel and 
the Palestinians in their 
negotiations. 

And ."as far as Israel and 
■ Jordan are concerned, we are 
jn a state of peace. We 
recognise we will stick to 
it and adhere to the letter and 
die word. We will help and 
believe we have the 
possibility to do so as much 
as we can and we hope that 
the response will be 


positive. 

The King described any 
option other than peace as 
"futile and waste of time and 
lives." 

"It has brought only 
misery. It has drained 
resources. It has not given 
people what is their own 
right." he said. "I suppose 
there are those who still try 
to think of their limited 
vision of purpose in mind 
and of destroying any 
chances for peace, but this 
will be against the will of the 
majority who want peace." 

His message to the 
'extremists, said the King, is 
"open your eyes, open your 
hearts and respect the will of 
the majority." 

The King said it was his 
dream to contribute 
"something so that long 
after I am' gone people will 
say that he did something, he 
contributed! something to a. 
better life, for this region, 
for this people." 

"I refuse to be anything but- 
optimistic and anything but 
determined to whatever I can 
towards that...for Jews and 
Arabs alike," he added. 


velopment. 

3. The participants highly 
praised Japan’s commitment 
to supporting the Middle 
East peace process. In its 
efforts to contribute to the 
creation of peace in the glob- 
al community. Japan pro- 
vides expertise as well as 
material and financial sup- 
port. It is appreciated that 
the Japanese Self-Defence 
Forces deployed in the Golan 
Heights of Syria have contri- 
buted to strengthening the 
United Nations peacekeeping 
operation. 

4. As indicated in the 
Tokyo Declaration of 1995, 
respect for democracy and 
the protection of human 
rights, principles of political 
freedom and freedom of 
thought, and cultural toler- 
ance are vital prerequisites 
for the enhancement of inter- 
national cooperation and 
peaceful coexistence among 
nations. In this respect, 
Japan and Jordan have been 
playing pioneering roles in 
East Asia and the Middle 
East. The two countries real- 
ise the importance of, and 
work towards, the spread and 
expansion of democracy. The 
participants, in this sense, 
have placed a high value on 
the words of His Majesty 


worked towards accommodating 
the needs of a pluralist society. 
Modem state institutions provide 
for forging ethnic, religious, and 
sectarian differences into a more 
comprehensive social order. 

All segments of society are 
represented in a multi- 
denominational parliament and 
all citi ze n s have access to a just 
and fair judicial system. Our 
constitution recognises the prin- 
ciple of cabinet responsibility to 
parliament. Our government 
continues to steer the media load 
between the entire spectrum of 
political affiliations in an 
approach marked with pragmat- 
ism and moderation for the re- 
solution of differences. We be- 
lieve in the unity of diversity, 
working on the many similarities 
between people rather than the 
few disparities, to weave a more 
cohesive social fabric. Such an 
approach has enabled our coun- 
try to play a stabilising and pivot- 
al . role in .the politics of the 
region! 

“Fifty-years on, Jordan is still 
striving towards building-up its 


King Hussein on the 50th 
anniversary of Jordan's inde- 
pendence from the British 
Mandate, promising to con- 
tinue to support democratic 
reforms in Jordan. 

5. The participants cate- 
gorically condemn ail types of 
terrorism and unanimously 
stress the importance of 
peaceful resolutions of con- 
flicts. .All agree that it is 
necessary to eliminate the 
factors contributing to the 
growth of extremism and ter- 
rorism. 

6. The participants are very 
much concerned about the 
recent developments in 
Israeli politics and hope that 
the new Israeli government 
will continue with its commit- 
ment to the Middle East 
peace process, within the 
framework of the Madrid 
peace conference, to realise 
comprehensive peace in the 
region. 

7. The paniri pants believe 
that the experiences of East 
Asia dearly indicate that a 
government's proper macro- 
economic management, en- 
trepreneurship of the private 
sector, and close cooperation 
between public and private 
sectors are all indispensable 
prerequisites to economic de- 
velopment. It is noteworthy. 


economy and enhancing the 
quality of life for all citizens at 
every level. Jordan continues to 
gravitate towards every means to 
sustain a stable and peaceful 
environment in which its citizens 
can live and thrive. 

‘Today, Jordan is straining to 
earn the right to participate in 
the powerful economic groupings 
forming across the world. For a 
small economy like ours to par- 
ticipate in these economic blocs, 
we must address multilateralism 
rather than bilateralism. I have 
previously warned of the emerg- 
ence of a new world of “each for 
himself’ and I believe that only a 
new global business ethic, ap- 
plying not only among elite 
group members, but afro be- 
tween them and developing ccxv 
nomies, can withstand such a 
threat. 

"The key to such working 
partnerships is consistently that 
of mutual inter-dependence. We 
should all believe in the fact that 
cooperation is not a zero sum 
fifanc. This is why we often bring 
the new components of “East 


Jordan to attend summit 


(Continued from page 1) 
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killing our civilians, the 
opportunity to come between 
Lebanon and Syria and take 
advantage our differences, if 
there is any?" 

Describing Lebanon and 
Syria as victims of Israeli 
aggression, he said: "The 

least we can do is to join our 
efforts to get rid of the Israeli 
occupation. This is the least 
we can do." 

Furthermore, he said, "we 
are all Arabs. We have 
common national interests, 
we have historic relations... 
we have geographical 
relations, we have economic 
■relations.’ 1 

Lebanon is genuinely 
interested in making peace, 
he said. "But the question is: 
Does Israel want peace? 

"So far we don’t see any 
sign that Israel wants peace, a 
comprehensive, global and 
jusi peace...." said the prime 
minister. 

"On the one hand it is 
talking about peace while on 
the other it is occupying pan 
of the Golan Heights. This is 
not peace. There cannot be 
any peace without Israel 
withdrawing from the Arab 
territories." 


Accordingly an official source 
welcomed the change in the 
Syrian stance on the situation 
in Bahrain that appeared in 
the declaration of the mini- 
summit, but said the same 
stand should also apply to 
“Damascus-based 
•organisations" that are 
reported to support terrorism 
and work against the peace 
process. 

Dr. Muasher said in response 
to a question "about what is 
called Syrian terrorism against 
Jordan" that the Kingdom will 
seek " a thorough and serious 
discussion of the situation." 

He said there "should be clear 
responsibility and frankness 
regarding this issue." 

Dr. Muasher also stressed that 
such gathering of Arab leaders 
should lead to "real 
reconciliation based on 
openness" among Arab 
countries. 

The official source said that 
"Syria should not come to the 
summit carrying an olive 
branch in one hand and a 
bomb in another hand.” 

The source also said that if 

Mr. Hariri, who took office 
in 1990 after warring 
Lebanese factions signed a 
Saudi-sponsored peace 
agreement to end the 
country’s 17-year civil war. 
said his ambitious programme 
to reconstruct Lebanon was 
on course. 

He said his programme was 
three-pronged: improving the 
image of Lebanon and 
restoring lost credibility, 
restructuring the country’s 
army and security forces so as 
to take over South Lebanon as 
and when Israel evacuates the 
area and rebuild the country's 
devastated infrastructure. 

On the first prong, he 
noted, he had visited "tens of 
countries" to improve the- 
image of Lebanon and restore 
confidence in the counrry. 
and. as a result, increased 
investments are flowing in. 

On the second count, he 
said, "the Lebanese army is 
strong enough to take over 
security of South Lebanon if 
Israel withdraws." 

"Our security forces are 
assuming their roles more and 
more and the building of the 
infrastructure is going on." he 
added. "We have tunnels, we 
have bridges, we have roads, 
wc have repaired most of the 
electricity network. Wc have 
now the telephone* working 
in most of the country. 


"the Syrian, position on the 
pence process, is based on 
regaining i*ccupied Arab land, 
there is an Arab consensus on 
thal. However, there is no 
consensus on the Syrian 
interpretations of the 
situation." 

"There is a difference 
bet u eon individual A ra b 
interests and common Arab 
interests." said the source, who 
asked not to tv identified. 

The source recalled the 
Alexandria summit that 
grouped President Mubarak. 
President Assad and Saudi 
King Fahd Ben Abdul Al Aziz, 
saying that the summit 
amounted to lull support for 
Syria and its stand on the 
peace process. 

The source warned that the 
summit could result in voicing 
support for the Syrian position 
before anybody finds out the 
"truth about that position and 
the limits .if the role that Svria 
wants to p!.n regionally ' 

He said a difference could 
develop in the summit on this 
and could lead to thy failure of 
the •iiimmil. 

"We need more telephone 
lines, but this is j situation in 
any country in ihe world. We 
are rebuilding and expanding 
the airport, the sea port, 
downtown (Bcirun. the centre 
of the city. All these things 
arc under construction and 
because of all these, the 
private sector is moving 
ahead and they are investing." 

Lebanese political 
situation is very healthy and 
parliamentary elections in 
September "will give the 
country a better image than 
the one before and will 
strengthen the unification of 

the country' more." he said. 

The image of Lebanon as an 
Iranian-influenced country is 
"exaggeration," he said. 

As to the presence and 
activities of the pro-Iranian 
Hizbollah in Lebanon, which 
is fighting the Israeli 
occupation of South Lebanon, 
he said: "We do not agree with 
the political programme of 
Hizbollah. But the reality is 
that they are there as long as 
the occupation is there. This 
is not affecting the country at 
all. You can go around, you 
can circulate anywhere. You 
don’t see Iranians. They are 
here like anyone else, they 
jre not more than anyone 
else." 


in this respect, to haii the 
Government of Jordan's 
efforts and achievements in 
recent years in effecting an 
open market, privatisation, 
and tax reform laws. The two 
countries must piav their 
roles as gateways to their 
respective regions to deepen 
economic cooperation be- 
tween East and West Asia. 

S. it is particularly deserv- 
ing of special mention also 

that many business, leaders 

and government representa- 
tives from around the world 
who took pan in the Middle 
East. "North Africa Economic 
Summit held in Amman on 
Oct. 29-31. 1995. under the 
patronage of His Majesty 
King Hussein Ben Talal, 
positively received the de- 
velopment projects in the va- 
rious fields, including infrus- ' 
tructure. trade, and invest- 
ment. presented by the re- 
gional governments. 

9. As a result of the Am- 
man Economic Summit, the 
establishment of a bank for 
economic cooperation and 
development in the Middle 
East and North Africa, the 
Middle East-Mediterranean 
Travel and Tourism Associa- 
tion, a regional business 
council, and the RE DWG 


Asia” and “West Asia” into play 
in related discussions. The recent 
Bangkok AS EM summit was a 
step in the right direction as far 
as Europe and the Far East are 
concerned, but we continue to 
reiterate that the Middle East 
most be involved in bridge- 
building the divide between 
these two respective regions. 

“Japan, from the outset, has 
been a valued supporter of 
Jbrdantan peace initiatives as 
Jordan moves to reconstruct its 
political, social and economic en- 
vironment. Our Japanese friends 
recognise the great and strategic 
significance of regional security 
and stability as well as the pivotal 
role Jordan can and will continue 
to play Id this context. We both 
firmly believe in peace, liber- 
alisation and market-friendly re- 
forms, multi-party democracies, 
as well as respect for human 
dignity and human rights broadly 
defined as essential ingredients 
fra- prosperity, both within our 
countries, and in (he world at 
large. These ingredients have be- 
come -integral to our respective 
nation building initiatives. 

“Jordan considers the means 
of stimulating trade and invest- 
ment only as the vehicles for the 
reactivation of our economy. As 
a government, we are actively 
working towards creating a cli- 
mate attractive to international 
investors while supporting the 
tried and tested role of our pri- 
vate sector. We are calling for 
the harmonisation of our region- 
al legislative structures and poli- 
cies and the promotion of region- 
al capital markets, the establish- 
ment of specialised economic 
zones, of trade hubs, and the 

adoption of international stan- 
dards and quality levels. We be- 
lieve that a free regional market 
will be the key to prosperity, 
hence our efforts to liberalise 
and dismantle progressively all 
regional trade barriers. 

“In Jordan, we bank on the 


Monitoring Commit lee Sec- 
retariat were announced. 
These important regional in- 
stitutions or organisations are 
expected to carry out an ac- 
tive and vital role in regional 
economic development. The 
two countries of Japan and 
Jordan, in united efforts, 
must contribute to the found- 
ing and development of these 
institutions. In response to 
the outcomes of the Amman 
Economic Summit, it is 
strongly expected that the 
third economic summit to he 
held in Cairo in November 
this year (199b I will produce 
further substantive results. 

10. The panicipaius of the 
symposium, confirming their 
commitment to the fun- 
damental principle* and 
proposals of the Tokyo Dec- 
iaration to promote 
friendship and cooperation 
between the two countries, 
have mutually agreed to 
actively promote and support 
efforts to realise these goals. 
Participants expressed 'their 
hope that these principles 
and proposals will materialise 
into tangible endeavours by 
the two governments of 
Japan and' Jordan and the 
private sectors of both coun- 
tries. 


continued support of our friends 
in Japan, in all such constructive 
endeavours. Strong Japanese 
representation and participation 
has been felt. Japanese participa- 
tion in the Amman MENA sum- 
mit was dear and a welcome 
indicator of your commitment 
and interest in regional invest- 
ments. thereby contributing to 
the revitalisation and rehabilita- 
tion as well as the reshaping of 
regional economics. 

“Unless all our resources, with 
the support of the international 
community, are diverted into the 
rehabilitation and the rebuilding 
of the Middle East — away from 
the long identifiable politics and 
economics of despair — peace 
and stability cannot endure. I 
have often said, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, that governments 
can provide the framework of 
trade and investment. They can 
help bring about the macro- 
economic environment attractive 
to investors, but they cannot 
provide much more than that 
basic working structure. The rest 
can only be achieved through the 
dynamics of the people within 
our nation. 

“Japan’s leading role as a 
world economic power puts it at 
the forefront of (he international 
arena and Jordan has always 
looked to Japan as a powerful 
ally for peace — and prosperity 
— in the Middle East. 

“I welcome you to Jordan and 
look forward to continuing the 
task of building upon the rich 
relationship between Jordan and 
Japan, between West and East 
Asia, into a 21st century of peace 
and prosperity. Let such a pro- 
cess as that of West Asia learning 
from East Asia; let such an intel- 
lectual exchange continue to 
forge the model fqr true global 
understanding and firm commit- 
ment to stability and peace. We 
are confident that Japan, and all 
the allies of peace across the 
globe, share our vision." 


Japan Week in Jordan opens 
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Mozen Arniouti. president of 
the Jordanian Institute of 
Diplomacy and Wa.su kc 
Miyake, president of the 
Middle East Institute of J.ip.m 

— both representing the 
"organisers of the Japan week 

— Ka/tin T.imk.’.uu. a 
member ot the Japanese 
parliament, former Jordanian 
minister Bassani A I Sake!. 

Japanese exports T<»MtihiKo 

Kinohiu. Kunivay TakeJa. 
Goiao Ogaw J. Ariyoshi 
Okumura. Yukisama Fukuda. 
Keiichi Tsunckawa. Teisundo 
lujkum and ToMtiltikn 
kinoshiia (all of them 
representing various 
Japanese institutions i. and 
Jordan's Jaw ad Al Anani and 
Wascf A/ar as well as senior 
L A', official Ali Alliga. an 
active member of the Institute 
of Diplomacy. 

The Amman Statement, 
built on a 'Tokyo 
Declaration" adopted at last 
\ car's Jordan Week in Japan 
and which set out a firm basis 
and mechanism to 
consolidate Jordan inn- 

Jjpanese relations. Has the 
culmination of the 
symposium and was read out 
b> Sharif Jamil Ben Nasser*, 
president of ihe Jordan-Japan 
Friendship Association. 

The statement said that 
both Jordan and Japan were 
'committed to sustaining 
peace, prosperity and 
Economic Development in 
ihe Middle East." 

It’ said Japanese and* 
Jordanian participants in the 
symposium "strongly hope 
thal all levels of hi lateral 
exchanges and cooperation 
between the two 


governments, .mj the private 
sector* nf hmh sides will he 
invigorated more than ever 
he line...." 

It paid tribute to the 
"great courage and creative 
initiative of His Majesty 
King Hussein" m making 
peace and in com n billing to 
t the peace process. 

it also praised Japan's 
commit me Ml to supporting 
the peace process and paid 
tribute to the Japanese 
contribution of a unit to the 
V . N . p e a c c k e c ping 

operations in the Golan 
Heights. 

Tile statement real firmed 
Japan's and Jordan's belief in 
"respect lor democracy and 
the protection ol human 
rights, principles of human 
rights, principles ol political 
freedom and freedom of 
thought and cultural tolerance 
are vital pic requisites for the 
enh.meemcnt of international 

cooperation and peaceful 
coexistence among nations." 

Both sides condemned 
'all types of terrorism 
unanimously" and agreed that 
it was necessary to eliminate 
the factors contributing to 
the growth of extremism and 
terrorism. 

The 'Amman Statement, 
expressed concern over the 
"recent developments in 
Israeli politics' and "hope 
that the new Israeli 
government would continue 
with its commitment to the 
Middle East peace process 
within the framework of the 
Madrid peace conference to 
realise comprehensive peace 
in the reel on ” 


Jordan Times, Sunday, June 9, 1996 


Arab financial markets 
need reforms, says IMF 


Japan overseas aid rises to $14.7 b in 1995 


ABU DHABl(R) — Arab 
states need to attract back 
home some of the. billions of 
dollars of capital invested 
abroad in order to help de- 
velop tfieir own financial 
markets, an IMF official has 
said . ■ 

They, should also tighten 
fiscal regulations and open 
up to foreign investment, 
Mohamad Ai Erian, deputy 
director of the International 
Monetary Fund's (IMF’s) 
Middle Eastern Department, 
said. 

"If you look at the 
amount of Arab capital that 
is held outside the region - 
the estimates range from 
S300-S600 billion - a small 
amount of that capital com- 
*ing back can make a differ- 
ence." he told Reuters. 

"It can make a big differ-, 
cnee to the growth of finan- 
cial markets that would fund 
investment and bring higher 
production and employ- 
ment," he pointed out. 

He was speaking on the 
sidelines of a seminar on the 
development of Arab'.finan- 
cial markets held by the Abu 
Dhabi-based Arab Monetary 


Fund. 

' Arab states have launched 
reform programmes to 
streamline their economies, 
some of which are still 
weighed down by the legacy 
of socialist policies, and the 
IMF and World Bank are 
helping many Middle Eastern 
and North African countries 
to cope with the negative so- 
cial effects of market-ori- 
ented reforms. 

Mr. Erian said market 
participants and experts at-' 
tending the seminar agreed 
that financial markets could 
improve the performance of 
Arab economies. 

"There is no denying that 
the development of the Arab 
financial markets is an inte- 
gral pan of the vision for 
growth and development. As 
- someone said, they are the 
oil in the motor," he said. 

But. Mr. Erian cited sev- 
eral pre-conditions for de- 
veloping financial markets 
in the region. 

"We heard the view...that 
there are a number of market 
changes that need to be 
looked at. Openness to for- 
eign participation was 
viewed as important not only 


to bring in capital, enhance 
economic growth and pro- 
vide jobs, but also important 
in terms of the transfer of 
technology,” he said. 

He also said that Arab 
states need to develop a clear 
payment and settlements 
system, address the issue of 
intellectual property rights 
and offer art attractive tax 
system. 

"Everybody stressed the 
need for the regulators to 
have a system that min- 
imised the risk of fraud, that 
minimised the risk of manip- 
ulation. Strong supervision 
and regulation was viewed as 
very important." Mr. Al 
Erian added. 

He noted that investors 
from industrialised countries 
have placed a minimal 
amount of cash into Arab 
states. 

"There has been over the 
last few year's a surge in pri- 
vate capital going from in- 
dustrial countries to develop- 
ing countries. One per cent 
of that came to the Middle 
East. Someone pointed out, 
it's as if the region was by- 
passed." he said. 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's official 
development assistance 
(ODA) rose to $14.72 billion 
in 1995, up 9.3 per cent from 
the year before, a senior 
foreign ministry official has - 
said . 

The preliminary figure 
comprised SI0.5S billion in 
bilateral assistance and $4.17 
billion in aid via multilateral 
institutions, all of which had 
been paid out. he said. 

Bilateral assistance 
consists of grants, technical 
assistance and government 


loans. 

It included ODA to East 
European nations and, to the 
European Bank for 
Reconstruction and 
Development, the official 
said. - 

On a yen basis. Japan's 
ODA for 1995 rose to 1.3849 
trillion yen, up 0.6 per cent 
from the previous year, he 
said. 

Currency conversion rates 
used for the ODA calculation 
were 94.07 yen to the dollar 
for 1995 and 102.23 yen for 


1994. 

ODA accounted for 0.28 
per cent of Japan's gross 
national product (GNP) in 

1995. down from 0.29 per 
cent of CNP in 1994, the 
official said. GNP is the value 
•of goods and services 
produced in a given period- 

By region, ODA to the 
rest of Asia was 54.5 per cent 
of the total in 1995, down 
from 57.3 per cent in 1994. 
ODA to Africa rose to 12.6 
per cent from 11.8 per cent. 
Latin America accounted for 


10.8 per cent, up from 8.6 per 
cent. 

Japan allocated 44.5 per 
cent of its 1995 ODA funds 
and technologies to projects 
to enhance economic 
infrastructure in developing 
nations, up from 41.2 per 
cent the previous year. 

Projects to support social 
infrastructure took 26.7 per 
cent oF ODA in 1995. up from 
23.2 per cent the year before, 
and those for agriculture 9.4 
per cent against 9.6 per cent. 


OECD reports subsidy 
windfall for Europe's farmers 


PARIS (R) Taxpayers in 
Europe paid farmers $4.0 bil- 
lion too much last year to 
compensate them for ex- 
■ peered price falls which did 
not materialise, the OECD 
has said. 

The giant windfall went to 
grain farmers who saw market 
prices soar well above the . 
levels used by the European 
Union (EU) to fix subsidies, 
the economic thinktank said 
in an annual report. 

The overpayment was 
made to compensate them for 
cuts in guaranteed support 


prices even chough che mar- 
ket actually rose by three per 
cent, .the report said. 

The EU started cutting 
guaranteed farm prices and. 
shifting support to tax-funded 
direct payments in 1992 to 
curb incentives to overpro- 
duce. while also preserving a 
traditional safety net 

"As a result, direct pay- 
ments were increased in 
1995. with the effect that ce- 
real producers benefited from* 
both higher world prices and 
direct payments," the 27 -na- 
tion Organisation for 


Economic Cooperation and 
Development said in a report. 

Grain prices climbed to- 
wards records last year as. 
stocks hit their lowest levels 
in two decades after a series of 
droughts. Cattle farmers, who 
also get compensation for 
price cuts, did see the market 
value of their beef sales fall, 
the OECD said. 

Overcompensation for EU 
grain farmers — the world's 
second producers of wheat 
behind China — was not in- 
tended when the trade bloc 
overhauled its farm sector dur- 


ing an era of low prices, the 
OECD said. 

The total cost of prop- 
ping up OECD agriculturei 
rose by a billion dollars last 
year to $336 billion, around 
$300 for every citizen in the 
group's 24 main farm na-, 
lions, the report showed. 

For the third year run- 
ning, non-EU Switzerland 
came top of the OECD's sub- 
sidy league, with aid worth 
some 8 1 per cent of the coun- 
try's total farm output handed 
out to farmers. 


New Indian government to stick with economic reforms 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — India‘s 
centre-left coalition gov- 
ernment pledged to pursue 
economic reform and wel- 
come overseas investment in 
infrastructure and industry in 
. its first major policy docu- 
ment unyeiled here. 

Prime Minister H.D. 
Devc Gowda, releasing the 
/'common minimum pro-' 
gramme" of his six-party 
United Front government, 
said his administration would 
ensure "speedy implementa- 
tion of the policies" 

outlined in the 25-page 
document. ’ ■** 

The policy document, 
drafted by the six parties in 
the coalition including the 
Communist Party of ■ India 
(CPI), said “the key to faster 
economic 'growth is rapid, 
labour-ihrensive industria!i-“ 
saltan." ' 

The release of the docu- • 
ment was delayed by a day 
due to differences between 
the parties, but it appeared to 
signal a victory for the pro- 
reform views of Finance 
Minister Palaniappan 
Chidamabaram, an advocate 
of economic liberalisation. 


Mr. Chidamabaram, who 
served in the previous 
Congress (I) Party govern- 
ment of Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, had said that 
the coalition would reach a 
broad consensus on the free- 
market economic reforms 
begun five years ago. 

The policy document was 
largely in keeping with the 
economic policies begun in 
June 1991 by Mr. Rao. 
■whose parliamentary support 
is crucial to the survival of 
the United Front. 

In what was seen as a 
concession to the commu- 
nists, it failed to provide a 
commitment to implement- 
ing a liberal "hire-and-fire” 
policy demanded by foreign 
Jn-v.es tors, pariiculajly 

Japanese. 

it also said foreign 
investment would be discour- 
aged in unspecified "low pri- 
ority areas" but welcomed in 
infrastructure and industry. 

Speaking af a news con- 
ference following the release 
of the document. United 
Front spokesman Jaipal 
Reddy said the low-priority 
areas for foreign investment 


would be identified "very 
soon.” 

The document said "the 
United Front is com mi tied to 
maintain a 1 2 per cent annual 
growth in the industry sec-" 
tor. 

"This will require mas- 
sive capital and modern 
technology, apart from con- 
tinuing the process of dereg- 
ulation and decontrol,” it 
said. 

Domestic industry would 
be provided with a "level 
playing field" to take on for- 
eign competition, it said, but 
"ihe nation needs and has the 
capacity to absorb at least 
$10 billion a year as direct 
foreign investment." 

The United Front also 
! said k would consider open- 

up the state-owned insur- 
ance sector to ■ foreign and 
domestic private players. 

"We have allowed private 
banks but have not priva- 
tised nationalised banks." 
Mr. Reddy said, "That expe- 
rience can help us in insur- 
ance." 

The document said a dis- 
investment commission 
would be set up to review jhe 


THE Daily Crossword by Dorothy B. Martin 


ACROSS 
1 Walking pole 
6 Radio amateurs 
10 2100 

13 Certain vessel 

14 Fencing sword 

15 Money for 
release 

16 Stadium 

17 island off 
Scotland 

18 — Major 
*19 Tabor kin 

21 Tres — 

22 Use a blue 
pencil 

23 Live coal 

25 Java or mocha 

29 Indigo plant 

30 Wings 

31 Undiluted 
34 Rental . 

agreement 
■38 Log-birling 
- contest - 

40 Pride in oneself 

41 Plumed bird 

42 Conscript 

43 Lariat 

45 — Bator • 

46 Breezy 

48 Helen Hunt 
Jackson novel 
50 Use a divining 
rod 

52 Lather 

54 Page of a book 

55 Fruit 

6.1 Aleutian island 

62 Iroquoian 
' language 

63 Snare 
64' Abound 

65 Rpening factor 
68 Wipes 

67 Blunder 

68 Mother of Castor 
and Pollux 

69 Transmits- ■ 

■DOWN . 

1 Drench 

2 Grow weary. 

3 “—a song go 

out," 

4 Pre-Easter 
period' 
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5 Irish district 

6 Children's 
classic 

7 Nautical word 

8 Bill of fare 

9 Mariners 

10 Ms. Osmond 

11 Scrooge, e.g. 

12 Scottish group 

15 Chicle product 
20 First place 

24 Racing 
distance 

25 Funny guy 

26 Swan genus 

27 FDR’s dog 
28.0gre 

29. Upon 

32 Out of this 
world 

33 In the past ' 

35 A Guthrie 

36 Actor Penn 

37 Sicilian volcano 
39 Elevator name 
44 Of an epoch 
47 Revoke 
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RO l El 
B U L Rl 

pi! 

O A E 
S C I N 
LENT 
ORGY 


A PHI 

PEAj 

E RW 

USH 
N A I 
H I IM 

E M 


49 Make — (atone) 

50 Restrain 

51 Cowboy flick 

52 Cooked with 
oil 

53 Diva's vehicle 

54 Delayed 


IEMH i 
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T O K A 
U T E ft 

T °M 1 

■ ™L II L 
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56 Exhort 

57 Minute skin 
opening 

58 Cut of meat 

59 Previously 
owned 

60 Army chow 


slothful public sector, into 
which more than $40 billion 
have been poured in since 
1947 with 3n annual return 
on investment of just two per 
cent. 

The document stressed 


the importance of improving 
India's decrepit infrastructure 
with overseas funds. 

"Investment in infras- 
tructure has to be stepped up 
from the present 3.5 per cent 
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of gross domestic product 
(GDP) to at least six per cent 
of GDP in the next few 
years." it said. 

'There is ample room for 
all modes of investment — 
public and private, domestic 
and foreign," it said, adding 
that the government was 
committed to slashing the 
fiscal deficit to less than four 
per cent of GDP. 

"Growth with social jus- 


tice will be the motto of the 
United Front, 1 ' the document 
said. "There is no substitute 
for growth. The United Front 
is committed to faster eco- 
nomic growth." 

It also said that emphasis 
would be placed on reforming 
the agriculture sector. "The 
agriculture sector cries out 
for reforms," it said. "The 
rate of investment in agricul- 
ture will be stepped up." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
g by Htnri Arnold and Mks Argirion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one (attar to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


THE BETTER HAL F By Glasbergeri 



•MYPTE 


OlflW M um IM> anion. be. 
Ai Kgnb nmivwl 




NAFTI 


CLOPIE 


4 I only overeat when Pm under stress. 
And dieting is very stressful!” 





YAXT1L 

nr 


WHAT THE 
SUIL PER HAP. 


Now arrange the chded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer horn : 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Saturday* I Jumbles: GULCH PIKER OUTLET LETHAL 
I Answer What the barber gave the tycoon's son — 

A HEIR CUT 


Peanuts 


I CAN T 5LEE^ PON T DO 

BIS BROTHER.. ANYTHIN^.. 
WHAT SHOULD JUST UE THERE, 
IDO? AND WORRY.. 


W0RR¥ ABOUT EVERYTHING 
THAT'5 EVER. HAPPENED 
AND EVERYTHIN© YOU 
THINK MIGHT HAPPEN.. 



vV<- • 

.Will 



Andy Capp 



WHEN THESE V 
, TWO HAVE HAD 
f A QUARREL-/ 1* 


Mutt’n’Jeff 

Cl / / I GOT AN 

1 


SCRATCH MV NOSE' 


WHERE 

ABOUT5? 


iTiPffl] 


mm 
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FORECAST for 
swffiAYjm® % w* . 
By T homas S. Pie rson. +& 


Carroll Righier foundation . . 

ARLES: (March 21 to ^ 
April 19) Study your 
Obligations today and then 
you will know how best to 
handle them. Try to cheer 
up your mate by doing 
some small favour or pre- 
sent him or her with some 
trinket of your affection 
which will be very much 
appreciated. 

■TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Don’t try to 
change a fellow associate’s 
ideas in the morning today 
or there could be 
tremendous difficulty. An 
outside matter can be 
annoying if you do not 
handle it correctly and 
make the most of any 
good opportunities. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
21) You can’t understand 
how to get others to. 
cooperate with you in the 
morning today, however 
later this evening the dooi{ % 
to opportunity will be 
opened to you, whereby 
every career activity will 
be highly successful.* 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) You ' 
are eager for recreation in 
the morning, however you 
cannot have it until later 
in the day. You will need 
to complete any new pro- 
jects presented. Drive 
with care while on the 
highway this evening. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) You have to be more 
objective today if you are 
to solve the difficulties at 
home and have harmony 
maintained. Entertain 
tonight at home with dose, 
friends and fellow associ-.- 
ates. however this should • 
be a festive time. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Study va- 
rious philosophies which 
may enrich your life and 
make the days ahead 
brighter for you and your 
- loved ones. Later tonight 
'^you can spend some time 
with your mate at your 
I residence and have a 
romantic evening. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Don’t fed 
sorry for yourself this 
morning since today you 
are better off than you 
realise. Come to some de- 
cision about finances with 
the assistance of your 
loved ones who can pro- 
vide you with some good*' 
answers. • -V ; 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) The morn- 
ing today does not seem to 
go right for youwant to 
force some situation, 
however this is not a good 
idea since it could cause 
some difficulty which you 
are not prepared to hand- 
le. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Novem- 
ber 22 to December 21) In 
the morning today you 
want to worry about some 
difficulty you have, 
however later tonight you 
will see how best to handle 
it through the assistance of 
some knowledgeable per- 
son who will come up with 
the right answers. 

CAPRICORN : (Decern- 
ber 22 to January 20) You w 
may have delays today in 
gaining your aims this 
morning, however by this 
evening everything will 
work out fine. If you con- 
sult with a bigwig and your 
fellow associates you can 
solve some labour difficul- 
ties. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Use care 
m the outside world today 
and avoid difficulties and 
accidents while on the 
highway. You will accom- 
prish more than you 
thought possible if you 
take the advice of some 
knowledgeable person' 
■concerning your career. 

jpCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Gather the data 
to need today, and don’t 
go off on any new tangents^ 
which are not absolutely 
necessary. Stick with 
those you can trust and 
you will not go wrong, 
since your instincts usually 
do not steer you wrong. 

gjjjjjj"* of June: Emerald — 
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Arab Gulf banks urged to upgrade operations 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Arab 
Gulf banks should surpass 
the traditional activity of 
providing loans and take part 
id advanced investment op- 
erations to meet competition 
and soppon the economy, a 
senior Gulf official said. 

But Hamud Ibn Hashem, 
chairman of the Omani 
Central Bank, said govern- 
ments in the six-nation Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
must first introduce measures 
to ensure protection for their 
banks against new risks. 

In a study published in 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) economic weekly AI 
Eqtisadi. Mr. Hashem said 
development of banking ac- 
tivities in the oil-rich region 
had become necessary as 
most member states had 
joined the World Trade 


Organisation (WTO) and were 
involved in economic re- ’ 
forms. 

"The Gulf banking exper- 
iment has become an insepa- 
rable part of the interna- 
tional banking experiment 
in the present global cli- 
mate. where we daily see new 
developments in the banking 
industry," he said. 

"I believe our backs 
should keep abreast with 
such developments through 
the establishment of com- 
prehensive banks with large 
financial resources and 
skilled manpower capable of 
embarking on advanced in- 
vestment work,* he added. 

"This also could be 
achieved through setting up 
specialised units within the 
banks or merger between 
banks and investment com- 


panies." Mr. Hashem ex- 
plained. 

Mr. Hashem’s proposal is 
the latest in a series of calls 
by GCC officials for their 
banks to merge and diversify 
activities to face growing 
competition from emerging 
large banking units world- 
wide and support reforms car- 
ried ont by regional govern- 
ments to cushion the impact 
of weak oil prices. 

Most GCC banks still 
concentrate on the tradi- 
tional banking operations, 
including providing loans 
and credits, receiving de- 
posits and investing in in- 
ternational banks and stock 
markets. 

Only a few of them, 
mostly foreign branches, 
have started to expand activi- 
ties by setting op investment 


portfolios, and engaging in 
bond trade and stock-broker- 
age. 

Officials believe GCC 
banks had the potential to 
compete with foreign finan- 
cial institutions given their 
large resources and strong 
capital base. More than 120 
banks operate in the GCC 
with assets of around S200 
billion, nearly one third of 
the total Arab bank assets. 

Mr. Hashem said banks 
in the GCC. which groups 
Saudi Arabia. Kuwait, 
B ahrain , Oman. Qatar and the 
UAE, must work to 
strengthen their capital and 
introduce measures to cover 
risks arising from the new 
activities.' 

"The second condition is 
that GCC monetary authori- 
ties must enforce effective 


monitoring and supervision 
measures which could ensure 
safety and protection for gulf 
banks os they enter advanced 
banking fields.” he said. 

Mr. Hashem said the new 
banking fields covered pro- 
motion and contribution to 
investment opportunities in 
the region, purchase and sale 
of new shares, advising on 
shares floated by new com- 
panies. managing local and 
international investment 
portfolios for their cus- 
tomers. and encouraging bor- 
rowing for financing share 
transactions for dealers and 
stockbrokers. 

Bonks could also set up 
joint investment funds to ab- 
sorb domestic liquidity and 
engage in stock trading by 


converting their loans into 
bonds. 

"The switch to such ad- 
vanced operations is ex- 
tremely important at the cur- 
rent stage as most GCC 
states have joined WTO and 
are carrying out economic re- 
form programmes, including 
improvement of investment 
laws, development of their 
stock markets and privatisa- 
tion of public institutions.” 
■Mr. Hashem said. 

”We expect from our 
banks in the coming stage to 
start indulging in the busi- 
ness of investment banks 
along with their present tra- 
ditional activities. This will 
provide substantial services 
to the GCC financial mar- 
kets." 
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Japan's banks report 
massive losses 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's 10 
major trust and long-term 
credit banks have purged their 
books, taking on massive 
losses to help clear bad debts 
plaguing Japan's financial 
system. 

They reported losses of 
1,593 billion yen (SI 5.03 
billion) in the year to March. 

The losses among the 
seven trust banks and three 
long-term credit banks — 
caused by massive debt write- 
offs - poured further red ink 
into japan's banking system. 

The country's 1 1 city 
banks had already posted 
combined losses of 1.667 
billion yen . 

Total consolidated pre-tax 
losses for the 21 banks came 
to 3.260 billion yen. or $31 
billion . for the year to 
March, induced by the moun- 
tains of bad debt they sought 
to erase from their books. 

All expected to return to 
the black this year, hoping to 
have turned the page from a 
dark chapter in Japanese fi- 
nancial history caused by vir- 
tually unfettered lending dur- 
ing the speculative "bubble 
economy-', of the latg 1980s. 
jtbe bursting v .of whreh sent 
property prices crashing and 
bad debt surging. 

The bad-debt stigma has 
earned the financial system a 
so-called Japan-premium in 
which Japanese banks seek- 
ing to borrow abroad are pe- 
nalised with higher inieresi 
rates. 

Among the long-term 
credit banks, sector leader 
Industrial Bank of Japan Ltd. 
Cl B J > said it had a 


consolidated pre-tax loss of 
142.5 billion yen. compared 
with a profit of 55.77 billion 
yen a year earlier. 

Long-Term Credit Bank of 
Japan Ltd. reported a loss of 
67 billion yen after a profit 
of 1 3.S billion yen a year ear- 
lier. while Nippon Credit 
Bank Ltd. said it lost 126.5 
billion yen. against a year- 
earlier profit of 13.1 billion 
yen. 

Despite booking record 
profits from lending and 
other core banking business 
due to the fall in interest 
rales, stepped up write-offs of 
problem loans to failed 
"jusen" housing loan 
companies and other firms 
took a heavy toll. 

The three long-term credit 
banks nearly tripled bad debt 
write-offs at the parent level 
to 1.930 billion yen from 
676.23 billion a year earlier 
to restore soundeness to their 
balance sheets, officials with 
the banks said. 

"We reckon that (our) bad 
debt problem peaked out. and 
it is now heading in final set- 
tlement,'' an IBJ official said. 

Officials cited significant 
rises in operating profits as 
the main factors enabling 
them to boost the amount of 
bad debt write-offs. 

Among the trust banks, 
the worst result was seen at 
Sumitomo Trust and Banking 
Co. Ltd., ranked second in its 
sector. It had a consolidated 
pre-tax loss of 293.8 billion 
yen. against a profit of 1 1.5 
billion yen a year earlier. 


FOR RENT 

A flat of 260 sq.m, net 
Unfurnished In a two 
flats house, deluxe 
finishes, first floor, 
consists of master 
bedroom, two 
bedrooms with bath, 
sitting room, guest & 
dining room L- shaped, 
guests toilette, kitchen, 
stora/maid room. 
Located in Urn Uthaina 
Call owner 857857 
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PENTHOUSE 
Furnished Or 
Unfurnished 

For Rent 

Location: In Tla' AI All. 
3 bedrooms, satellite, 
telephone, excellent 
finishing. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
I Fax: 810520 
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A review of news from (he Arabic press 


Halaiqah clarifies reason behind 
Israeli barriers to minimise Jordanian 
exports to jRafestine 

‘THE PALESTINE market is a big cake for the Israeli 
economy and the figures that used to leak out about the 
Israeli export volume to that market was misleading.” 
Mohammad Halaiqah, director-general of the Jordan 
Export Development and Commercial Centres Corpora- 
tion, said in an interview. “At the beginning we used to talk 
about $700 million a year but after investigation, it was 
found that tbc Palestinian market absorbs S2.S billion of 
Israeli exports each year.” This finding was a surprise and 
provided the explanation why the Israelis were keen to put 
barriers to the (low of Jordanian exports to the Palestinian 
market under the pretext of “security." Dr. Halaiqah said. 

He pointed out that Palestinian importers have obtained 
licences from the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) to 
import $45 million worth of products from Jordan until mid 
1996 but only $16 to S18 million of that amount was actually 
executed because of transportation problems at the 
bridges. He clarified that most of the import licences 
obtained from the PNA was in accordance with the 
Jordanian- Israeli trade accord and not the Jordanian. 
Palestinian trade accord which specified having a customs 
union enabling them to import from the Kingdom based on 
Israeli agreements. 

Asked about the main barriers from a Jordanian point of 
view. Dr. Halqiqah indicated that the Kingdom's exports to 
the Palestinian market face administrative and technical 
obstacles which should be removed and that the Palesti- 
nians should seek to expand the list of products agreed with 
the Israeli side to allow it import more from Jordan and the 
Arab countries. Responding to querry about the reason for 
not implementing the trade agreement between Jordan and 
Israel Dr. Halaiqah replied that the accord was not signed 
long ago and “we still need to work on promoting 
Jordanian exports in Israel and have more contacts 
between businessman from the two countries” (AI Aswaq). 

Gammob finds prices of foodstuffs 
pressuring rise in cost of living 

☆☆ INFLATIONARY PRESSURE on the Jordanian 
economy has increased by about 8.0 per cent during the 
first two months of this year as a result of higher food prices 
at the sources of supply, businessman and former Finance 
Minister Sami Gammoh has said. He indicated that the cost 
of living index with regard to foodstuffs has risen to 9. 1 per 
cent. 

According to statistics from the Central Bank of Jordan, 
Jordan's import bill during the first month of this year 
amounted to $345.6 million compared to $280.6 million 
during the same month of last year. The $65 million 
increase, which was mainly in the foodstuffs bilh, repre- 
sented a rise of 23.1 per cent. The cost for the imported 
food products amounted to $64.4 million, 70 per cent 
higher than the figure during the month of January last 
year. Mr. Gammoh noted that a Jordanian family allocates 
40 per cent of its expenditure to spending on food 
according to the weights given in the index for measuring 
cost of living in Jordan (AI Aswaq). 
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Oscar De La Hoya, (R), lands a left on Julio Cesar Chavez at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas, Jane 7. De La Hoya 
took the WBC super lightweight title after the fight was stopped in the fourth round (Reuters photo) 

•* 

De La Hoya stops Mexico’s 
Chavez in the 4th round 


LAS VEGAS (R) — American Oscar De La Hoya assumed 
the mantle as the best Hispanic fighter in the world by 
bloodying and stopping Julio Cesar Chavez of Mexico at 
two minutes and 37 seconds of the fourth round Friday to 
win the World Boxing Council super lightweight champi- 
onship. 

De La Hoya, billed as Chavez’ heir apparent because of 
his combination of youth, size, power and speed fulfilled 
that potential with the convincing, one-sided win. 

The end came at 2:37 of the fourth when referee Joe 
Cortez halted the bout on the advice of ring physician Flip 
Homans ky. 

The 23-year-old De La Hoya from Los Angeles opened a 
cut over Chavez’ left eye in the first round. In the fourth the 
American carved new gashes around Chavez' eye, prompt- 
ing Cortez to ask Homansky’s advice and he stopped the 
fight 

Chavez brought experience, guile and his usual relentless 
attack. But he also brought the pounding of 16 years of ring 


^bikstheAmeriran get better, as-the bout-progre^ai 4>eLa 
Hoya. 'now 22-0 with 20 bouts ending early, prevented 
Chavez from gening inside where he is most effective with 
stiff and swift left jabs. 

By the fourth round. De La Hoya was throwing left 
hooks, not just jabs, followed by combination rights, most 
of them finding Chavez’ face, turning it, and the mexican’s 
white trunks, crimson with blood. 

De la hoya, who won all three rounds on the three judges’ 
scorecards, landing 94 punches compared to just 35 for 
Chavez. 

It was the most convinving win for De La Hoya, who won 


the International Boxing Federation lightweight champi- 
onship last year and the most crushing defeat for Chavez. 

Chavez, who now has a record of 97-2-1 with 79 bouts 
ending early, was never a threat to De La Hoya as the fight 
progressed to its inevitable conclusion. 

“I knew if he got injured, he’d be in trouble,” said De La 
Hoya, who won a gold medal at the 1992 Barcelona 
Olympics. 

“When my left hook caught him and broke his nose, and 
I think I elt it break, I knew 2 had him,” said De La Hoya 

De La Hoya 139 (63 kg), cut Chavez late in the first 
round and reopened the cut at the start of the next three 
rounds. 

De La Hoya turned the occasion of Chavez’ 100th profes- 
sional fight in his 16-1/2-year career from a Mexican cele-, 
brarion into his personal coronation. 

“He’s an idol of mine,” said De La Hoya 

But Chavez now is an idol for whom his best days are 
past. 

He was too slow to land his powerful lefts to the body and 
rights to the head.- This despite pre-fight-claims from 
Chavez that he was in the . best shape in years he weighed in 
at 139, the lightest he’s been since 1992. 

De La Hoya said he next wants to fight WBC welter- 
weight champion Peraell Whitaker of the uNited States and 
then IBF counterpart Felix Trinidad of Puerto Rico. 

De La Hoya, who closed as an 11 l/2-*o-5 favourite 
received SS.85 million and Chavez $9 million. 

Chavez won his first world championship, the wbc super 
featherweight title, in 1984. He went on to add the WBC 
and World Boxing Association lightweight titles and then 
the WBC 140-pound (63.5 kg) crown. 


Fernandez, Ventura take Chicago past Baltimore 


BALTIMORE (Rl — Alex 
Fernandez pitched a com-® 
plete game to pick up his 
first win in a month and 
Robin Ventura homered and 
drove in three runs as the 
Chicago White Sox cruised 
to an 8-2 victory over the 
baltimore orioles on friday. 

In Boston, Jose Canseco 
hit two, two- run homers and 
tim naehring had a two-run:, 
shot and drove in three runs 
as the Boston Red Sox 
erased a six-run deficit and 
rallied for a 10-7 victory 
over the Milwaukee 

Brewers. 

In Cleveland. Jack 

Mcdowell allowed three hits 
over eight innings and Jim 
Thome and Omar Vizquel 
each had two hits and drove 
in two runs as the Cleveland 
Indians handed the 
California Angels their fifth 
straight defeat 4-3. 

In Detroit, Travis 

Fryman’s two-out bioop 
single to right field scored 
Curtis Pride from first base 
and lifted the Detroit Tigers 
past the New York Yankees 
6-5. giving them their first 
home victory in more than a 
month. 

In Kansas City. Jose 
Offerman had three hits and 
drove in three runs to lead 
the Kansas City Royals to a 
9-5 win over the Seattle 
Mariners, despite the first- 


inning tirade and ejection of 
starter Tim Belcher. . 

Belcher and manager Bob 
Boone were ejected from 
the game after two outs in 
the top of the first inning for 
arguing about pitches 
thrown to Ken Griffey JR. 

At Minnesota, Mark 
Mcgwire and Phil Plantier 
hit solo homers and Carlos 
Reyes tossed three scoreless 
innings in relief as the 
Oakland Athletics snapped 
the Minnesota Twins’ sea- 
son-high five-game w innin g 
streak with a 6-4 victory. 

At Texas, Dean Palmer 
had a bases-clearing double 
in a five-run first inning and 
Rusty Greer also drove in 
three runs to lead the Texas 
Rangers ’to a 10-7 win over 
the Toronto Blue Jays. 

Will Clark and Darryl 
Hamilton each added three 
hits and an RBI for the 
Rangers. 

Rockies rake Braves 

Ellis Burks, Eric Young, 
Dante Bichette and Vmny 
Castilla combined for 14 
hits and 11 rbi to pace a 21- 
hit attack and lead the 
Colorado Rockies to a 19-8 
demolition of the Atlanta 
Braves and ace Greg 
Maddux on Friday, 

Buries drove in four runs 
and had three hits. Bichette 


had three hits and three 
RBI, Young drove in three 
runs with a pair of hits, and 
Castilla had a three-hit 
game. 

Every Rockies starter had 
at least two bits. In 
Chicago. Jeff Fassero came 
within an out of his second 
complete game and F.P. 
Santangelo drove in three 
runs as the Montreal Expos 
used a pair of big innings to 
post a 9-3 victory over the 
Chicago Cubs. 

Fassero (5-5) allowed 
three runs and five hits with 
two walks and eight strike- 
outs. “I had a good slider 
and that really set my fork- 
ball up today,” Fassero said. 

In Houston, Jeff Bagwell 
and Derek Bell each home- 
red and drove in three runs 
and Orlando Miller bad 
three hits and two RBI to 
lead the Houston Astros to 
an 11-5 victory over the 
Philadelphia Phillies. 

In Los Angeles, John 
Smiley allowed five hits 
over seven scoreless innings 
and Bret Boone doubled 
twice and drove in a run as 
the Cincinnati Reds edged 
the Los Angeles Dodgers 2- 
1. The Reds won for just 
the sixth time over their last 
19 games, handing the 
Dodgers their third loss in 
four games. The Dodgers 
enteral the game tied for 


last in the N.L. With a .243 
batting average. 

In New York, Terry 
Pendleton went 4-for-4 with 
a pair of RBI and Devon 
White capped Florida’s 
seven-run seventh inning 
with his fourth career grand 
slam as the Marlins cruised 
to a 12-2 rout of the New 
York Mets for their 19th 
win in 27 games. Starter AI 
Leiter (84) allowed two 
runs and scattered eight hits 
over six innings for the win. 

In San Diego, Zane Smith 
his first shutout in nearly 
two years and Orlando 
Merced's two-run homer 
highlighted a three-run first 
inning as the Pittsburgh 
Pirates blasted the San 
Diego Padres 10-0. Smith 
(4-3) allowed six hits and 
two walks with three strike- 
outs. It was his first shutout 
and complete game in two 
years. 

In San Francisco, Brian 
Jordan and Luis Alicea each 
drove in two runs and Andy 
Benes pitched 7-2/3 strong 
innings as the Sl Louis 
Cardinals won for the sev- 
enth time in eight games 
with a 94 victory over the 
san Francisco Giants. Gled 
and John Mabry went 3-for- 
3 with a walk for St Louis. 


NBA commissioner announces 
50 th anniversary promotion 


CHICAGO (R) — 

Commissioner David Stem 
has announced that the 
NBA’s mighty promotional 
machine, heretofore geared 
to roll forward only, will 
add a rear-view mirror to 
celebrate the league's 50th 
anniversary next season. 
Stem, in his usual state of 
the NBA remarks during the 
finals, also said the National 
Basketball Association’s 
1995-96 season was gener- 
ating some $1.4 billion in 
gross revenues. That is a 
healthy rise from the previ- 
ous year’s $1.1 billion. 

“Things really couldn't be 
better, '’Stem said, noting 
that the current champi- 
onship series which began 
Wednesday had attracted 
1,200 media from 34 coun- 
tries with the games broad- 
cast to 167 countries in 40 
languages. 

He said it was “50 years to 
the day”since the league 
was formed. On June 6, 
1946, a dozen men met at 
New York’s ‘ Commodore 
Hotel to plan the creation of 
the Basketball Association 
Of America, the predecessor 
to the NBA. 

The anniversary celebra- 
tion, with the legendary 
Julius Erving as its 


spokesman, will also hon- 
our tihe legacy of the late 
American Basketball 
Association, which once 
was the NBA's hated rival 
— in no small measure 
because the ABA outbid the 
older .league for Dr J. The 
aba was “very much part of 
our traditiorCStern said 
with the ma gnanimi ty of a 

victorious general. On 
October 29, a 50-meraber 
panel’s choices as the 50 
greatest playeis of all time 
will be announced and on 
November 1, the first day of 
the NBA season, the New 
York Knicks and second- 
year Toronto Raptors will 
honour the Original 
League’s first game, 
between the Knicks and the 
then Toronto Huskies. The 
Knicks and the Boston 
Celtics are the only teams 
left from the 11 who played 
in 1946. A variety of other 
promotions including a 
ubiquitous “NBA at- 
50”logo, a television docu- 
mentary and — of course — 
retail versions of “retro”uni- 
forms are also planned. The 
observances will culminate 
at die 1997 all-star weekend 
February 6-9. Stem said the 
NBA had long had its eye 
only on “survival and 


growth "but could now 
afford to look back, adding 
“richness and texture"to the 
league. 

Stem and Erving also said 
they hoped to educate cur- 
rent players who are igno- 
rant of the stars who made 

the league. . , 

The Orlando " Magic s 
young superstar centre 
Shaquille O'neal, for exam- 
ple, has been reported not to 
have known that Atlanta 
Hawks and 1996 U.S. 
Olympic coach Lenny 

Wilkens, who has won more 
games than any other coach 
in NBA history, also was a 
hall of fame player. 

“There’s an old 

saying,”Erving said, “a tree 
without roots cannot stand.” 
“We call it the NBA fami- 
ly "Stern said, “but I think 
it’s tim e to focus on the tree. 
We just haven’t done as 
good a job as baseball has 
done”in remembering past 
greats of the game. 

Financially, however, he 
said the NBA was doing 
about the same as Major 
League baseball in rev- 
enues, with the National 
Football League more than 
double them at about $3 bil- 
lion. He estimated that 10 
to 15 percent of the NBA’s 


Bulls take 2-0 finals lead over Sonics 
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CHICAGO (R) — Michael Jordan 
scored 29 points and Dennis Rodman, 
of all people, was die steadying factor 
as the Chicago Bulls hung on for a 92- 
88 victory over the Seattle Supersonics 
Friday and a 2-0 lead in the best-of- 
seven NBA finals. * 

Rodman, the Bulls’ resident-alien 
badboy, snared a whopping 20 
rebounds — a finals record-tying 11 
on the offensive end — while scoring 
a surprising 10 points, and made the 
free throw that finall y sealed the win. 

“Give Dennis Rodman his due, he 
had a hell of a game tonight He was J 
probably their MVP” said Seattle 
coach George KarT. 

“Dennis kept getting the ball back 
for us and that was important,” said 
Chicago coach Phil Jackson. 

Jordan added six rebounds, eight 
assists and two steals while Scottie 
Pippen contributed 21 points, seven 
rebounds, two assists, two steals and 
two blocked shots for Chicago. 

For Seattle, Shawn Kemp equalled 
Jordan’s 29 points while grabbing 13 
rebounds. Hersey Hawkins was next 
high with 16 points. 

The Bulls almost let the game slip 
away in the final nine seconds. Up by 
just three points at 91-88, Pippen 
missed two foul shots, the first one off 
the back rim and the second feebly 
short off the front. But the scramble 
for the rebound resulted in a jump ball 
between Rodman and Sam Perkins. 

The referee had to try three times to 
get a clean toss and jump, and Rodman 
finally tipped it back to a cluster of 
teammates who batted the ball around 
and back to him before a foul sent the 
rebounding specialist to the line with 
3.7 seconds left 

The Bull with the crazy -quilt hair 
and multiple body piercings missed 
his first shot short, but made the sec- 
ond to put the game out of range of a 
three-pointer. Rodman then thrust bis 
fist into the air in triumph. 

Chicago led by as many as 13 points 
early in 1 the fourth quarter but the 
Sonics chipped away. propeDed by 
Kemp’s 10 points, while limiting 
Jordan to five, and won the final peri- 
od 23-16. 

Ron Harper scored 12 points and 
Toni Kukoc 11 for Chicago while 
Schrempf had 15 and Gary Payton and 
Sam Perkins scored 13 apiece. 

The Bulls used a 10-1 lead — with 
eight of the points supplied by Kukoc 
— to close the third quarter with an 

11 -point lead, 76-65. 

The period was nip-and-tuck until 
Jordan put the Bulls up for good with 
two free throws to make it 56-54 at 
8:14 of the period. 

Ten points later for each team 
Kukoc hit back-to-back three-pointers 
around a Kemp free throw to put 
Chicago up 72-65. 

Pippen then dunked after stealing on 
the press. 

The next score came when Jordan 
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Chicago Bulls guard Michael Jordan (R) shoots over Seattle « 

the NBA FmaKS 


found Kukoc alone under the basket 
and the Croatian swingman slammed 
it home to make it 76-65 going into the 
fourth quarter. 

Rodman scored eight sneaky points 
in the third quarter, his first points of 
the game, on 3-for4 shooting from the 
field and 2-for-2 from the line to equal 
Kukoc as the high scorer in the period. 

The Sonics used a 7-0 run midway 


CONCORD “1” 

Clint Eastwood & Meryl Streep in 

The Bridges of 
Madison County 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10.30 


tiirough the fourth quarter to cut the 
to 80-74 at 7:05. After that. 
had the ma ®” 

to foiir and the one rime to three on 
2™. K ? m P free throws before 
<ree throw. 

quarter, 27-^3, but Chicago went up by 
a point, 4645. at the half. P • 
Game 3 is on Sunday Seattle. 



Will Shortly present Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in a play entitled 

Five-Star 

Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 


present, 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Righl 

Starts Monday, May 13 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please cal 
625155 - 640155 


gross merchandising rev- 
enues came from foreign 
sources and 8-10 percent of 
its television income came 
from abroad. 

For all the rosiness of the 
economic picture, however, 
one very dark cloud remains 
on the horizon. Formalising 
an agree raent ’ n principle 
on a labour contract is on 
hold as the players’ union 
challenges it through sever- 
al legal "channels. “The cur- 
rent state of affairs is that 
we’re not making any 
progress in the last few 
months,~said League 

Deputy Commissioner and 
Chief Operating Officer 
Russell Granik. “The union 
keeps taking more and more 
extreme positions," he said. 
The league wanted to enact 
“the agreement we think we 
had" despite changes sought 
by the union, the majority of 
whose members had voted 
down a decertification cam- 
paign led by a group of 
players including megastar 
Michael Jordan and a few 
agents. Stem and Granik 
said the league was keeping 
all its options open, includ- 
ing a lockout, pending 
results of the legal battles 
and future negotiations. 
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holds the French Open trophy after defeating Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario (right) at 
Roland Garros stadium, June 8th.Graf defeated Sanchez-Vicario 6-3 6-7 10-8 ( Renters photos) 
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Kii"l;md vs Switzerland 


French Open 


Graf retains tittle in longest-ever final 


PARIS (AFP) — There 
were tears and smiles from 
all sides as Germany's 
defending champion Steffi 
Graf won the French Open 
singles title for a fifth time 
hereon Saturday. 

The 26-year-old German 
player survived a major 
mid-match crisis to beat her 
old rival Arantxa Sanchez- 
Vicario of Spain 6-3, 6-7 
(4/7). 10-8 in the longest 
and most thrilling final in 
toomament history. 

Played in front of 17.500 
entrained spectators, it took 
40games and 3hrs 03 min- 
uteS’to separate- the two 
players. 

The previous longest final 
was in 1955 when Britain's 
Angela Mortimer needed 
&& 4 $Sines to beat Dorothy 
-itnode of the l^ed^mtes. ~ 
T&fter reed viflgfire ^vet- r 
ed trophy froxn Safin’s 
international • Olympic 
Committee President Anto- 
nio Samaranch, Graf ner- 


vously spoke the crowd in 
French for the first time in 
fourteen visits to the cham- 
pionships — to thank them 
for their support. 

“You made it very special 
for me to be out here,” she 
told them. 

She also paid a warm trib- 
ute to her opponent — say- 
ing that she too had been 
beaten 10-8 in tire last set of 
a final here (by Monica 
Seles in 1992) but had 
come back to win. She 
hoped Sanchez-Vicario 
would do the same. 

Graf also thanked her 
supporters in the players' 
box who included mother 
Heidi and Swiss coach 
Heinz Gunthardt — but 
when she ended by also 
ihankmg,“myv£aiha' ..back, 
home” -she' - - 

back 

Graf's father, Peter Graf, 
her former financial advisor 
and business manager; has 
been in prison on tax eva- 


sion charges since last 
August 

Sanchez-Vkario was also 
in tears at the end of the 
match as she congratulated 
Graf on her victory. She 
said it meant a lot to have 
reached the final and 
promised to return next 
year. 

Referring to the crowd, 
who had booed her off 
court when she resorted to 
‘moon-balling’ in her three- 
set win over unseeded Kari- 
na Habsudova of Slovakia, 
Sanchez-Vicario said: “you 
weren't always with me — 
but I love you. See you next 
year." 

In Saturday’s showdown, 
Graf looked to have tire 
match sewn up when she 
led in tire second-set 
tze=breakr but then losr six 
^kasAn a fow. She then 
had to climb back into the 
match what Sanchez-Vic- 
ario was serving for the title 
at 5-4 in the final set 


It was Grafs 27th win 
over tbe fourth-seeded 
Spaniard in 35 meetings. 

Sanchez-Vicario, twice a 
winner here, defeated Graf 
in the 1989 final but was 
beaten by tire world num- 
ber-one in last year's final. 

Grafs other French title 
wins came in 1987. 1988, 
1993 and 1995. 

Graf has now a record 19 
grand slam singles titles — 
one more than Chris Evert 
and Martina Navratilova. 

Her full list of victories 
came at the Australian 
Open in 1988, 1989, 1990. 
1994; the French Open In 
. 1987, 1988, 1993, 1995 and 
*1996; hi Wimbledon In 
1988, 1989, 199i; 1992, 
1993, 1995; and at the 
United States Open in 
1988, 1989, 1993, 1995). 


Stich and Kafelnikov clash today 
in surprise final line-up 


PARIS (R) — Few would 
have bet on Michael Stich 
and Yevgeny Kafelnikov 
reaching the French Open 
final but the clash between 
the former Wimbledon 
champion and the rising 
Russian promises to be an 
exciting one. 

Neither has appeared on 
centre court in Paris for the 
final showdown before but 
the kind of form both have 
shown so far in the tourna- 
ment should lead to a spec- 
tacular fight Sunday. 

Germany’s Stich, the 15th 
seed, demolished Swiss 
14th seed Marc Rosset 6-3 
6-4 6-2 in the semifinals 
with an impressive display 
of attacking tennis and 
warned afterwards that the 
best was still to come. 

“My game is getting bet- 
ter and better." he said after 
becoming the first German 
to make it to the men’s final 
since Henner Henkel won 
in 1937. “I just did every- 
thing the way I wanted and 
it worked.” 


Sixth seed Kafelnikov 
could have used that last 
quote to describe his 
impressive straight-sets 
victory over an exhausted 
Pete Sampras in the other 
se mifinal. 

The 22-year-old Russian, 
appearing in his second 
consecutive French Open 
semifinal, used the heavy 
artillery which earned him 
the ni ckname ‘Kalash- 
nikov’ to beat an out-of- 
sorts Sampras 7-6 6-0 6-2 
and advance to his first 
Grand Slam final. 

“I don’t think Pete was 
the same Pete as he usually 
is,” said Kafelnikov, aware 
that the world number one 
bad to survive three five-set 
battles in the earlier rounds. 

Ale was walking behind 
the baseline with his head 
down. This' is not the way I 
wanted to win. I’m a little 
bit frustrated.” 

Kafelnikov, the first play- 
er from the former Soviet 
Union to reach a Grand 
Slam final since Alex 


Metreveli at Wimbledon in 
1973, did not sound too 
worried at the prospect of 
having to face stich at his 
brilliant best 

“I’m playing with lots of 
confidence,” he said. 
“Since the start of tire tour- 
nament my game 
exploded. I don’t know 
how my opponents feel on 
the other side of the net but 
I do feel strong.” 

Stich, who underwent 
ankle surgery last March, 
hesitated before deciding to 
come to the French Open as 
he thought he might not be 
fit enough. 

But he has had a faultless 
run, knocking out holder 
Thomas Muster of Austria 
in the fourth round and 
playing arguably his best 
tennis since 1991. 

He made his big break- 
through that year, reaching 
the semifinals at the French 
Open and going on to win 
Wimbledon with a memo- 
rable straight-sets victory 
over German Boris Becker. 


Stich, 27, written off by 
many only a few months 
ago as gifted but far too 
erratic and often criticised 
for being arrogant, has 
found a new enthusiasm 
and is now surprisingly 
cool and relaxed. 

“My last injury taught me 
a lot,” he said. “I under- 
stood that my career could 
be over in just one second 
and that changed my atti- 
tude towards die game. 
Now I want to have fun, I 
just want to enjoy playing 
tennis.” 

Sunday's final should be 
marked by a classic opposi- 
tion of styles between 
Kafelnikov’s powerful 
baseline game and Stich’s 
elegant serve- and-volley 

tennis. 

Stich is playing better 
now than when he won 
Wimbledon. 

‘Tin much more experi- 
enced now than I was in 
1991,” he said. A ‘m more 
complete, Pm just a better 
player.” 





CROvl'TI ^GTcL 

i 'rihnr.' < .u/? 





Waves ur rJicjM 
Swimming by ffi'oon light 

, Liqhl JTucic. ojrbicue) 


TWO UNFURNISHED APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, living, sitting, dining rooms, kitchen, two 
baths & balconies. Independent G.H. & telephone. 
Location: Shmelsani, near Birds Garden. 

Tel: 667662 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

First floor, consisting of 3 bedrooms, salon, sitting, 3 
verandas, 2 bathrooms, telephone. Area 190 sq.m. 
Location; Jabal Amman, between the 3rd and 4th 

Circles, beside Hisham Hotel. 

Please call owner at 712415, 714416, 

Ibrahim Abu Hanyeh. 
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Switzerland grab dramatic last 
gasp draw in opening match 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Switzerland grabbed a 
dramatic 1-1 draw with 
England in their Euro '96 
Group A opener here Sat- 
urday thanks to a disputed 
83rd minute penalty. 

Striker Marco Grassi 
spun just inside the area 
and let rip. The ball head- 
ed straight for defender 
Stuart Pearce’s face. The 
Nottingham Forest player 
put his hands up to protect 
himself and was hit oy tire 
ball. 

Spanish referee Manuel 
Diaz Vega did not hesitate 
for a second. He immedi- 
ately pointed to the spot 
and Kubilay Turkyilmaz 
made no mistake. 

English manager Terry 
Venables was clearly 
unhappy with the deci- 
sion. 

“I did not think it was a 
penalty” said an upset 
Venables afterwards. 

But it was a deserved 
draw for tire Swiss who 
took command in the sec- 
ond half as England faded 
badly after dominating the 
opening 45 minutes. 

In the final 20 minutes 
England were desperately 
clinging on for dear hie 
and only a great save by 
Dave Seaman a miniua 
from the end from Grassi 
at the near post prevented 
Switzerland from getting 
their first ever victory 
over England in England. 

It could have easily have 
been 2-1 for the Swiss. 

A Ciriaco Sfoxza free- 
kick in the 81st minute 
came back off the defen- 
sive wall to Johann Vogel 
who let fly. 

The ball just flashed 
inches past the post with 
Seaman nowhere in sight. 

Turkyilmaz also - tor- 
mented • ; the English 

defence with flashes of 
brilliance. 

The one consolation for 
England was seeing strik- 













Switzerland’s Kubilay Tbrkyihiiaz celebrates after scoring on a penalty shot daring 
the 1996 European Soccer Championship at Wembley Stadium June 8. Switzerland 
finished the match with England in a 1-1 draw (Realm photo) 


er Alan Shearer ending his 
goal drought in spectacu- 
lar fashion. 

The Blackburn Rover 
star had gone into the 
match with the unenvious 
record of not scoring in an 
England shirt England 
since 1994. 

But his nightmare ended 
when Paul Ince set him 
through in the 23rd minute 
and his shot left Swiss 
goalkeeper Marco Pascolo 
with no chance. His relief 
at finally scoring was 
clearly visible. 

Paul Gascoigne’s pre- 
tournament billing failed 
to live up to its promise. 

The Rangers star totally 
faded out of the match in 
the second half and was 
finally replaced in the 
76th minute by David 
Plan. 

Vfenables made no 
excuses about bis team’s 
performance. ’It was very 
disappointing. We were 
dead on our feet in the 


second half. We were con- 
fident we could win but it 
didn’t work out like that,” 
said Venables. 

With their remaining 


two group matches against 
Holland and Scotland, 
England desperately need- 
ed the three points a win 
would have given them. 
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FURNISHED APARTMENT IN 
WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

220 sq.nL, second floor apartment, consisting of three 
bedrooms, guest room, living room, veranda, 
independent central heating, telephone, maid room, 
spacious kitchen and luxurious furniture. 

Please call Tel: 665711, 664256 


Jordan Dead Sea Industries Company Ltd. (Holding Company) 

( JODICO ) 

RE-OPENING OF INVITATION TO BID 

Engineering and Construction Services 
for SOP/DCP Chemical Complex ■ J fjfl gf 

in Jordan •vWPv 


in Jordan 




Jordan Dead Sea Industries Company (JODICO) in The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan invites 
.qualified and experienced international contractors to submit their technical and financial offers 
for turnkey project related to the detailed engineering and construction of a grassroot chemical 
complex in Aqaba-Jordan for the production of Potassium Sulphate (SOP) fertilizer grade and 
Dicalcium Phosphate (DCP) animal feed grade. 

The project includes: Provision of know-how (license), basic and detailed engineering, supply 
of equipment and materials, civil works, erection works, start up services and training. 

The Bid documents comprise three separate packages, as follows: 

Package Nn i ; 

-Potassium Sulphate (SOP) unit. 

Raw materials are; Potash and Sulphuric Acid. 

Production capacity: 75,000 tonnes/year of SOP. 

Package No.2 : 

-Dicalcium Phosphate (DCP) unit 

Raw materials are; Phosphate and Hydrochloric Acid by-product of SOP unit. 
Production capacity : 40,800 tonnes/year of DCP. 

-Storages of the SOP/DCP complex. 

-Utilities of the SOP/DCP complex. 

Package No.3 : 

-External works, auxiliary facilities and offsites of the SOP/DCP complex ( also open 
to first class local contractors). 

Bidders may bid for package No. 1, or package No.2, or package No.3 or for any combination 
of the three packages. 

International contractors are encouraged to submit their offers in association with qualified first 
class local contractors. 

Bid documents can be obtained against the payment of a non refundable fee of JD two 
thousand (2000) at JODICO offices, Adli center, 3 rd floor-Shmeisani, Tel.: 695945-695941, 
Fax: 695939, 

P.O. Box : 941260, Amman-1 1 1 .94, Jordan. 

Bid documents can be obtained during office hours from JODICO 
offices beginning June 9,1996 and ending June 20,1996. 

Bids shall be submitted at 1200 hours Jordan local time in JODICO 
offices on August 15,1996. 

Talal Arekat 
Chairman of the Board 
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Netanyahu's draft policy is 
a declaration of war - PNA 


GAZA (Agencies) — 
Palestinian ministers said on 
Saturday a reported draft of 
policies being drawn up for 
tbe hardline coalition govem- 
ment of Israeli Prime 
Minister-elect Benjamin 
Netanyahu would be a dec- 
laration of war if im- 
plemented. 

“This is in brief a declara- 
tion of war on the whole 
Arab side. By these declara- 
tions, if turned into polities, 
he will destroy the peace 
process," Agriculture Minis- 
ter Abdul Jawad Saleh told 
reporters in Gaza after a joint 
meeting of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Executive Committee and 
the Palestinian self-rule 
cabinet. 

Israel media said a draft 
policy statement being pre- 
pared for Mr. Netanyahu's 
approval opposed creation of 
a Palestinian state, insisted 
on exclusive Israeli 
"sovereignty” over all of 
Jerusalem — half of which 
Palestinians claim — and that 
Israeli sovereignty apply to 
the Golan Heights, seized in 
1967, under any peace deal 
with Syria. 

But a member of the draft- 
ing committee, Michael Eitan 
of Mr. Netanyahu's hardline 
Likud party, has denied any 
draft policy statement ex- 
isted. 

Mr. Netanyahu defeated 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
on May 29 by less than a 
percentage point. He con- 


vinced voters be could make 
peace without trading land. 
Territorial compromise was 
key to Mr. Peres’ diplomacy 
and Syria, Lebanon and the 
Palestinians — whose lands 
Israel occupies — insist on 
the principle. 

Mr. Netanyahu is negotiat- 
ing with Jewish religious and 
centre-right parties to form a 
government coalition. 

The PLO Executives and 
Palestinian cabinet met 
through Friday night into the 
early hours of Saturday. A 
communique issued at the 
end called on Mr. Netanyahu 
to respect and implement 
PLO-Israel interim peace 
deals and resume final status 
peace talks without delay. 

"The meeting confirmed 
the Palestinian commitment 
to the peace process and cal- 
led on the Palestinian people 
everywhere to defend Palesti- 
nian rights and national 
achievements and to cut off 
the way in front of anyone 
who attempts to pull the 
wheel of history backward.” 
the communique said. 

In particular, it urges the 
new premier to withdraw 
Israeli troops from most of 
Hebron. 

Hebron, where 450 Jewish 
settlers are surrounded by 

120,000 Palestinians, is the 
only West Bank town not yet 
handed over in its entirety to 
the Palestinian National Au- 
thority (PNA). 

During the election cam- 
paign, Mr. Netanyahu said 


he would keep troops in all of 
Hebron for at lust three 
more years, until the sche- 
duled completion of negotia- 
tions on a final peace agree- 
ment. 


Since the election, Likud 
officials have said that a 
Likud government will with- 
draw most of the troops from 
the tense city, a reversal of 
Mr. Netanyahu’s campaign 
promises. 

In the West Bank, about 
200 Palestinians and Israeli 
sympathisers Saturday block- 
ed a road being built by Israel 
on the outskirts of Beth- 
lehem. 


your policy of destroying 
Bethlehem,” Strangling 
Bethlehem is strangling the 
peace process” and “Yes to 
peace, no to land confisca- 
tion.” 

The protesters chose Satur- 
day, when the Israeli army 
does not cany out construc- 
tion work, and the site was 
deserted. 


Palestinian President Yas- 
ser Arafat on Friday laid the 
cornerstone for a $16 million 
flour mill in the Gaza Strip 
which owners hope will con- 
tribute to freeing the PLO- 
ruled area from dependence 
on Israel. 


Using a bulldozer, the 
Palestinians piled earth and 
rocks on tbe thoroughfare, 
which bad not yet been paved 
with asphalt, and planted 
Palestinians flags, and crosses 
and crescents representing 
Christianity and Islam, in the 
mounds of earth. 


They repaired dry stone 
dykes damaged by Israeli 
army bulldozers, as they cut 
into a hillside to dear the 
road. 

The Palestinian Committee 
for the Defence of Beth- 
lehem said the road was 
being built on Palestinian 
land, and ancient olive- 
groves were damaged in the 
construction. 

The protesters marched 
from Bethlehem to the site, 
followed by a truck carrying 
tbe bulldozer. They carried 
banners saying “Israel.' stop 


The mill, to be built in an 
Israeli-controlled area of the 
Gaza Strip, wonld cover the 
needs of some one million 
Palestinians in the strip and 
create more than 50 jobs, 
said Shaher A1 Farra, direc- 
tor of the project. 

Palestinians in the Gaza 
Strip suffered bread shor- 
tages after Israel sealed off 
the strip and tbe West Bank 
in February after the first of a 
spate of suicide bombings in 
Israel that killed 59 people. 

Such closures rarely affect 
movement between areas 
under Israeli and Palestinian 
control in the Gaza Strip, or 
in the West Bank. 

Mr. Arafat laid a concrete 
block at the site near a Jewish 
settlement bloc to kick off the 
construction of the mill. 
Owners said it would become 
operational within a year. 


Iraq pipeline in south 
ready to pump crude 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq has completed prepara- 
tions for exporting oil 
through a pipeline to a Tur- 
kish Mediterranean port and 
via its main Gulf terminal, 
official newspapers said on 
Saturday. 

“The Iraqi Southern Oil 
Company has made ready its 
reservoir and pipelines to 
pump crude to the Turkish 
port of Ceyhan in the north 
and to Mina A1 Bakr in the 
south,” the newspapers said. 

Tbe report, carried by A3 
Jumhouriya and several other 
newspapers, quoted the com- 
pany’s director-general, 
Rafed Diboni, as saying that 
all Iraq’s oil pipelines in the 
south were ready to transport 
crude from reservoirs to 


ports. 

Under an oil-for-food deal 
signed with the United Na- 
tions on May 20, Baghdad 
can export oil worth $2 bil- 
lion over six months to buy 
desperately needed food and 
medicine. 

The twin pipeline to Tur- 
key’s Mediterranean port of 
Ceyhan has been idle since 
the United Nations imposed 
sweeping trade sanctions on 
Iraq after it invaded Kuwait 
in 1990. 

Under the U.N. agree- 
ment, Iraq plans to export 

450.000 barrels per day (bpd) 
of crude oil via Turkey and 

550.000 bpd from Mina Al 
Bakr terminal in the Gulf. 

Iraq's oil pipeline network 
extends across the country 
from Kirkuk, the main oil 
citv in the north, to Basra, a 


major oil production centre 
by the Gulf. Oil can be 
pumped through the pipeline 
both ways. 

“Staff of the company are 
also working round the clock 
to repair Khor Al Amaya 
terminal in Basra to cope 
with Iraq's oil exports in the 
future,” Mr. Diboni said. 

A U.N. team has arrived in 
Baghdad to examine sites 
needed to implement the oil- 
for-food agreement. ? , tS[ ... 

. .“This mission was sent by 
the secretary general of the 
United Nations to ensure... 
that .the memorandum of 
understanding that was 
reached between him and the 
government of Iraq could be 
implemented as soon as 
possible,” team leader, 
Raymond Sommereyns, said 
on arrival. 

“It is a technical mission, 
we will probably stay for one 
week,” be said. 


A joint Iraqi-Egyptian 
commercial centre is to be 
opened soon in Baghdad to 
encourage trade between the 
two countries, the Iraqi press 
reported Saturday. 

Issam Khashab, head of 
the Egyptian government-run 
Arab External Trade Com- 
pany, 'told newspapers here: 
“The opening of this centre 
will help facilitate trade be- 
tween the two countries.” 

An economic delegation 
headed by Mr. Khashab vi- 
sited Iraq last year and signed 
contracts to export S155 mil- 
lion of food, medical and 
agricultural products there. 


Sudan backs 51 extremist 
groups - Egyptian report 


CAIRO (AFP) — Sudan and 
wealthy Yemeni individuals 
support 51 militant groups 
seeking mainly to destabilise 
Arab countries, according to 
a report by Egypt’s security 
services published Saturday. 

“The regime in power in 
Sudan is the principal backer 
of 38 networks and 13 fun- 
damentalist organisations in 
23 countries, whose aim is to 
destabilise mainly Arab 
countries” through militant 
attacks, said the report car- 
ried by the Egyptian news 
agency (MENA). 

“Rich Yemenis... and the 
Sudanese government reg- 
ularly give financial help to 
members of these terrorist 
groups,” it said without ela- 
borating. 

“The Sudanese regime re- 
cently authorised Iran to hold, 
meetings with these violent 
groups on its territory,” it 
added. 

It said Sudan was used as a 
rear base by the main out- 
lawed Egyptian group the 
Gamaa Al Islamiyah,. the 
Lebanese Hizbolfah, the 
Palestinian group Hamas, the 
Armed Islamic Group of 
Algeria and unidentified 
groups from Tunisia, Eritrea 
and Kenya. 

The report also pointed e 
finger at Britain for its “in- 
direct support” of the groups 


by sheltering some of their 
leaders along with the press 
centre of the international 
Muslim Brotherhood in Lon- 
don. 

. An Egyptian official said 
the report was to be pre- 
sented at a conference on 
security in the Mediterranean 
region, to be held in Vienna 
at the end of the month. 

Sudan is under internation- 
al diplomatic sanctions for its 
refusal to hand over three 
Egyptian militants believed 
to be behind an assassination 
attempt against Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak in 
Addis Ababa a year ago. 


80 arrested 


A total of SO Egyptian mili- 
tants have been arrested in 
the past week in their stron- 
ghold of the southern* pro- 
vince of Minya, police 
sources said Saturday. 

“They were second genera- 
tion members of the armed 
extremist group Gamaa Al 
Islamiyah who were giving 
help to the organisation’s 
armed activists still at large,” 
said the source. 

He said the activists had 
been picked up in a series of 
raids carried out since the 
beginning of June in various 
areas of the province, espe- 
cially Mallawi. 



King Fahd welcomes Sultan Qaboos 


RIYADH (AP) — King Fahd, despite reports he is in poor 
health, met with Sultan Qaboos of Oman Saturday in the 
Red Sea port city of Jeddah. The official Oman News 
Agency reported earlier that Sultan Qaboos would ex- 
change views with die Saudi monarch on issues of mutual 
interest and discuss prospects of enhancing cooperation 
between the two countries. Sultan Qaboos arrived earlier 
on a three-day private visit. He was accompanied .by 
several high-ranking Omani officials, including Foreign 
Minister Yousef Ben Alawi. His visit came amid a summit 
in Damascus between the leaders of Saudi Arabia, Egypt 
and Syria to discuss the future of the Arab-lsraeG peace 
process?'Kjng Fahd, for unspecified reasons, did pot attend 
die Damascus meeting, despite an Invitation from Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad- Saudi Arabia was- represented 
by King Fahcfs half-brother and designated heir. Crown 
Prince Abdullah. King Fahd, who is in his early 70s, has 
been reported to be in poor health since he suffered a 
stroke in November. From Saudi Arabia, Sultan Qaboos 
was expected to fly to Egypt for talks with President Hosni 
Mubarak. 


Kuwait launches early warning blimp 


KUWAIT (AP) — The aimed forces launched a radar- 
equipped balloon Saturday to enhance the emirate’s early 
warning system. The official Kuwait News Agency 
(KUNA) said the defence minister. Sheikh Ahmad Al 
Humoud Al Sabah, attended the launch and described the 
blimp as a “vital and strategic” addition to the country’s 
defences to “fend off dangers and aggressions that Kuwait 
might face.” KUNA did not say how much the blimp cost 
or who supplied it, bnt Kuwait has signed a $92 million deal 
with the U.S. Hughes Aircraft Company for an early- 
warning network. The radar balloon is believed to be an 
advanced version of a similar system tbe Kuwaitis em- 
ployed before the 1990 Iraqi invasion. That U.S.-made 
system was captured by the invaders. 


Last Iranian volunteers to quit Bosnia 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Tbe last four Iranian fighters will 
soon leave Bosnia, thus removing a major irritant in U.S. 
relations with that country, a State Department spokesman 
said Friday. It will be a matter of days before the four 
remaining Iranians depart, State Department spokesman 
Nicholas Burns said. “We are convinced (Bosnian leader 
Alija) Izetbegovic will take the necessary action to get 
them out,” he said. The pien are the last remnant of a force 
of several hundred volunteers who fought to defend Bosnia 
during the most difficult period of its war against Serb 
insurgents. Along with weapons from Iran and other 
Muslim countries, they helped the Muslim-led government 
beat back the Serbs and create a military stalemate that set 
the stage for U.S.-sponsored settlement of tbe 316-year 
war. According to that accord, all foreign fighters are 
required to leave Bosnia. 


Egyptian, U.S. navies begin war games 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt and the United States launched 
five days of naval exercises on Saturday in tbe Red Sea, an 
Egyptian military official said. Tbe war games, dubbed 
“Eagle’s Salute,” are taking place off tbe coast from tbe 
Egyptian military base of Salaqa and are aimed at “sharing 
the experience of the Egyptian and U.S. navies,” the 
official said. “Egyptian missile craft and destroyers and 
several U.S. warships will take part in tbe manoeuvres 
which will end Wednesday,” he added, without saying how 
many ships are involved. The United States is the main 
provider of military aid to Egypt, giving it $1.2 billion in aid 
a year. The last Egyptian-U.S. exercises in the Red Sea a 
year ago were condemned by Sudan 


Syrian businessman files case against ministry 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Syrian businessman Osman Al Aidi 
said he has filed charges against Syrian Finance Minister 
Kbaled Al Mahayni to lift the government freeze on his 
assets, in an interview published Saturday. In an interview 
in Paris with the Arabic daily Al Sharq Al Awsat, Mr. Aidi, 
the main shareholder of the Syrian hotel chain Sham Palace 
and president of the French hotel group Royal Monceau, 
said he has asked his lawyers in Syria to file a complaint in 
civil court. “The complaint against the Syrian finance 
minister and the Syrian company Farat Petroleum is aimed 
solely at lifting the freeze on my assets in Syria,” said Mr. 
Aidi, who foul just returned from Damascus. Tbe Syrian 
Finance Ministry slapped a freeze on the assets of several 
Syrian businessmen in connection with a dispute over a 
service contract between Sham Palace and Furat Pet- 
roleum. Mr. Mahayni said about $16 million in public funds 
have been lost in the dispute. 



MINI-SUMMIT: Syrian President Hafez Al Assad ™ oFSFaudi 

President Hosni Mubarak and Crown Pnnce Abdullah Ben Abd suinm jt in 
Arabia after a mini -s ummi t in Damascus that called for a fa 
Cairo on June 21-23 (see page 1) (Reuters photo) 


Bahrain rejects Iran’s mediation 
offer, warns against interference 


MANAMA (Agencies) — 
Bahrain on Saturday dismis- 
sed Iran’s offer to mediate 
between its government 
and its Shi’ite opponents and 
urged Tehran to stop in- 
terfering in its internal 
affairs. 

“Iran should first admit its 
mistake and review its poli- 
cies of interfering in other 
states’ affairs,” Bahrain’s In- 
formation Minister Muham- 
mad Ibrahim Al Mutawae 
said. 

“I advise the Iranian offi- 
cials to address their internal 
.affairs and stay away from 
our internal affairs, so that 
we can resolve our develop- 
ment problems and improve 
the standard of living,” he 
told Reuters. 

Iranian Foreign Minister 
Ali Akbar Velayati said in 
remarks published on Friday 
that Iran was ready to medi- 
ate between tbe Bahrain’s 
government and its Shi’ite 
opponents seeking political 
and economic reforms. 

Bahrain, a regional finan- 
cial and banking centre, said 
on Monday it had foiled a 
plot backed by Tehran to 
topple the country’s govern- 
ment by armed revolution 
and install a proTrajygu.rpg; 
line. It downgraded diploma- 
tic relations with Iran. 

Shi’ite Iran denied med- 
dling in Bahrain, where 


members of the Shi'ite 
majority have waged an 18- 
month campaign of bomb- 
ings, arson and sabotage 
against the government. At 
least 25 people have died in 
the unrest. 

A government official said 
cm Thursday 56 Bahrainis 
had so far been arrested in 
connection with the alleged 
plot and would stand trial 
after their confessions were 
completed. 

Oman on Saturday voiced 
support for tiie government 
of Bahrain. 

Tbe official Bahraini news 
agency GNA and Oman’s 
Sultan Qaboos sent a mes- 
sage to Bahrain’s emir. 
Sheikh Isa Ben Salman Al 
Khalifa, pledging “support 
for security and stability in 
Bahrain.” 

The message was given to 
the emir by Omani Com- 
munications Minister Salem 
Ben Abdullah Al Ghazali, 
who said the Bahraini ruler 
“praised Oman's stance to- 
wards recent criminal and 
terrorist attempts targetting 
the security and stability of 
the country.’ “Security in the 
region is indivisible,” Mr. 
Ghazali. added* n- ... 

minister said Saturday that 
efforts to isolate Iran will foil, 
the official Mamie Republic 
News Agency reported. 


It quoted Viktor Posuvaly- 
uk as saying during a meeting 
with Mr. Velayati that Russia 
opposes any moves to isolate 
the Islamic republic, IRNA 
reported. 

Mr. Posuvalyuk did not 
elaborate. But his remarks 
were an apparent reference 
to U.S. efforts to undermine 
the Islamic republic economi- 
cally and diplomatically to 
force it to abandon its alleged 
sponsorship of international 
terrorism and alleged quest 
for nuclear weapons. 

Russia has major trade and 
military ties with Iran, which 
has bought advanced fighter 
jets, missiles and submarines 
from Moscow in recent years. 

Despite U.S. objections, 
Russia also is helping Iran 
complete the Bushehr nuc- 
lear power plant in southern 
Iran. Iran denies U.S. allega- 
tions that it will use the reac- 
tor to produce weapons-' 
grade material. 

Mr. Posuvalyuk, who ar- 
rived in Tehran Friday for a 
three-day visit, delivered a 
message from Russian Fore- 
ign Minister Yevgeni Prima- 
kov, IRNA said. 

In his message, Mr. Prima- 
kov “expressed 'satisfaction 
With bilateral .cooperation,” 
and “called for further de- 
velopment of Tehran- 
Moscow relations,” the agen- 
cy reported. 


Erbakan urges Yilmaz to join coalition 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey’s 
powerful Islamists made a 
pitch at caretaker Prime 
Minister Mesut Yilmaz on 
Saturday at the start of diffi- 
cult negotiations to break 
down secularist opposition to 
their bid for a leading role in 
government. 

Islam-based Welfare Party 
(RP) leader Necmettin Erba- 
kan, appointed on Friday to 
set up a new government (see 
page 2), urged tbe conserva- 
tive leader to put aside bis 
reservations about cooperat- 
ing with the Islamists. 

“Fonning a coalition with 
RP is very easy. Yilmaz has 
to change his behaviour and 
stop malting the same mis- 
takes," Mr. Erbakan told a 
news conference. 

Islamists are likely to gain 
their biggest share of power 
in Turkey’s modem history if 
Mr. Erbakan can find gov- 
ernment allies. 

But Turkey's secularist 
elite, led by the militaiy, 
opposes Mr. Erbakan who 
they fear would introduce re- 
ligion to public life after more 
than 70 years of secularism 
and steer NATO-member 
Turkey away from the West- 
ern camp. 

Tbe political impasse has 
impaired Turkey’s ability to 
deal with a 12-year-old Kur- 
dish rebel insurgency, tense 
relations with neighbour 
Greece and deep economic 
woes. 


Mr. Yilmaz, whose con- 
servative alliance collapsed 
earlier in the week, on Friday 
rejected an immediate deal 
with Welfare. 

“We came to the conclu- 
sion three months ago that 
we could not form an agree- 
able coalition with RP. There 
has been no new develop- 
ment m the last three months 
to make us change our 
mind," he said. Mr. Yilmaz 
remains as caretaker prime 
minister. 

Welfare and Mr. Yilmaz’s 
Motherland Party (ANAP) 
held lengthy coalition talks in 
February after the Islamists 
narrowly won inconclusive 
general elections but Mr. Yil- 
maz palled out .under press- 
ure from secularist voters and 
the media. 

“Oh Yilmaz, don’t trust 
orders from the establish- 
ment. Don't make the same 
mistake again,” Mr. Erbakan 
said. 

He promised sweeping tax 
relief for the poor and vowed 
to ease bank loan burdens on 
farmers if Welfare came to 
power. 

The party went into a 
closed-doors meeting at its 
headquarters in Ankara to 
decide how to woo the five 
parliamentary parties, all of 
them secularists. 

A similar meeting was set 
for Sunday and the Islamists 
were not expected to meet 
the major party leaders until 


the middie of next week. 
Welfare officials said. 

The Islamists were boosted 
by squabbling in the previous 
government between Mr. 
Yilmaz and conservative ally 
but bitter rival Tansu Ciller, 
Turkey’s first woman prime 
minister. 


Ms. Ciller has urged the 
creation of a four-party bloc 
to keep the Islamists from 
power comprising parties led 
by herself and Mr. Yilmaz as 
well as two rival left-wing 
parties of former Foreign 
Minister Deniz Baykal and 
former Premier Bulent Ece- 
vit. 


But there are deep doubts 
about the proposed alliance. 
The leftists have often been 
at odds with the free-market 


conservatives, especially Ms. 
Ciller. 


And the wounds opened by 
tbe conservatives’ bickering 
have not been healed. 

A senior member of Ms. 
Ciller's True Path forty 
(DYP) slammed Mr. Yilmaz 
for diminishing the authority 
of a DYP cabinet member in 
the dying days of the coali- 
tion last week. 

“The Turkish nation now 
sees that the biggest factor in 
the partnership’s split was 
Mesut Yilmaz's lack of 
sincerity, Anatolian news 
agency quoted leading DYTP 
member Mehmet Gozhikaya 
as saying 


Bildt says Bosnia election will be 
flawed but vital to avoid partition 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — Bos- 
nia's first post-war elections 
will be flawed but must go 
ahead as planned this autumn 
if the country is to avoid 
permanent partition, a 
spokesman for top Bosnia 
peace official Carl BQt said 
Saturday. 

Colum Murphy said the 
series of seven elections, due 
by mid-September, were vita? 
to take die peace process 
forward and create nation- 
wide institutions where Mus- 
lims, Croats and Serbs were 
forced to work together. 

“Conditions for elections 
are certainly going to be far 
from perfect by September, 
although they should then be 
better than they are today,? 


he told journalists. 

“It is the belief of the high 
representative (Bildt) that to 
delay the elections is to delay 
the setting up of the common 
institutions of Bosnia- 
Hcrzegovina that are at the 
core of the efforts to over- 
come partition. 

“The longer this is delayed 
and the two pans of the 
country continue to operate 
as political systems foreign, 
and Indeed hostile towards 
each other, the more difficult 
and uncertain will that pro- 
cess be.” 

The Dayton peace accord, 
which ended Bosnia’s almost 
four year war last December, 
created a central government 
of Bosnia-Herzegovina with 


limited powers, and two 
largely autonomous entities: 
A Muslim-Croar federation 
and a Serb republic. 

Mr. Bildt believed the elec- 
tion of a three-person pres- 
idency, which nominates the 
prime minister approved by a 
national parliament in which 
all three communities are 
represented, was the only 
chance of getting the parties 
to work together, Mr. Mur- 
phy said. 

• .Robert Frowick, Bosnia 
- I ! nssion chief of the Organisa- 
tion for Security and Coop- 
eration in Europe (OSCE) is 

expected to tell OSCE leader 
Cotti this month 
whether free and fair elec- 
tions can be held in Bosnia 


COLUMN 



Man ordered to 
serve 59 days for 
sharing food 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
A California man was. 
ordered Friday to serve 59 
days in jail for handing out 
food to the homeless with-, 
out a permit, the man's 
attorney said. Attorney Da- 
vid Beauvais said Robot 
Norse Kahn was arrested in 
October 1993 for serving 
food with the anti-hunger 
oroup Food Not Bombs m 
San Francisco, Food Not 
Bombs said Mr. Kahn was 
the only person convicted 
in over 1,000 arrests for 
feeding the hungry since 
1988. An injunction had 
been issued in 1989 against 
Food Not Bombs, ordering 
it not to serve food without 
a permit. The group said it 
petitioned 135 times for a 
.permit but was rejected 
each time. Mr. Kahn was 
arrested in 1993 while 
serving soup and bagels at 
San Francisco’s Civic 
Centre Plaza, Mr. Beauvais 
said. In February 1994, Mr. 
Kahn was convicted of 
contempt of a court order 
and sentenced to two 
months in jail. In May 
1996, Mr. Kahn returned to. 
court to seek a modifica- 
tion of sentencing. On Fri- 
day, Judge Robert Barclay 
of San Francisco Munici- 
pal Court announced his 
decision, enraging Mr. 
Kahn's supporters. “Now 
we realise that (San Fran- 
cisco is) the most oppress 
sive city in the U.S.,” safe! 
Keith McHenry, co-foun- 
der of Food Not Bombs. ■ 


Van Damme’s wife 
files for divorce 


Shanghai women 
wear the pants at 
home 
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LOS ANGELES (R) — 
The wife of action movie 
star Jean-Claude Vhfl 
Damme Friday filed for. <S- 
vorce for a second time in 
their on-again off-again 
marriage, citing irreconcil- 
able differences. In legal- 
papers filed with the Los 
Angeles Superior Court 
Darcy Van Damme also 
asked for custody of the 
couple's only child, nine- 
month-old Nicolas Van 
Damme. In addition, she is 
claiming half her hus- 
band's assets. In her filings. 
Van D amine's wife used 
the couple's real name, Van 
Varenbeerg. Van Damme is 
the actor’s showbusiness 
name. The court papers 
indicated the couple were 
currently living apart Dar- 
cy Van Damme originally 
filed for divorce in No- 
vember, 1994, less than a 
year after the couple wed. 
But they got back together 
again and their son was 
born in September last 
year. Van Damme spe- 
cialises in karate movies 
and has starred in such 
films as Universal Soldier 
and Timecop. Darcy Van 
Damme is his fourth wife. 
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SHANGHAI (AFP) ' — 
S h a n ghai women wear tbe 
pants at home and 9 frper 
cent like it that way, 
according to a recent sur- 
vey by a local newspaper, 
the China Daily reported. 
The report quoted figures 
from the Liberation Daily 
survey showing that 63.5 
per cent of the housewives 
in Shanghai had the final 
say when it came to family 
chores and 69.5 per cent 
had the last word in daily 
economic affairs. The sur- 
vey of 800 residents, bal- 
anced between men and 
women, found that urban 
housewives had more in- 
fluence over tbeir house- 
holds than those in rural 
areas. For major decisions 
on matters such as educat- 
ing children and choosing a 
profession, 79.5 per cenf of 
the sample said they make 
joint decisions with their 
spouses. Shanghai women 
have a reputation for being 
domineering at home while 
the men are often compli- 
mented for rheir talent in 
doing household chores. 


Cair< 

■JftJSu 
«JMc< 
npht-vk 

Drnjjr 

Wd'j 
peace i 
to l<» 

i3* 
wach, 

Jwsrc 

■’flam, 
toencc 
'flnv, , 

i 

J*IM 

itai 

" "*I|.'V 


Ne 


bui 


Vj| "f V 

* n 


fill 








vn 




>■■>1 


^U| 


'-N 


111 




"Hr 

Nr 


*n» 

fr; i. 

Nik- 


V’ l! 

tk 








oil 








